Police gun
“ down 2
_ robbers
operating on
“okada’

By Albert Akpor

AGOS- TWO armed rob
! bery suspects whe report-
edly specialized in robbing motor-

ists i traffic jam were yesterday
gunned down on Liverpool bridge
-Apapa, Lagos by a team of anti-
robbery men led by a Divisional
Police Officer (DPO), Apapa, Mr.
Mohammed Ali.

The armed gang; a Togolese na-
tional and a Nigerian were shot
| dead while dispossessing unsus-

pec £ motorists of their belong-
Tings ot otbridge. Ac-
- -cording to sources, the hoodlums
numbering four whorode on two
motoreycles popularly known as
“Okada Wete in their ususal nefar-
-| ious act when detectives swooped

“on them. The robbers on noticing -
| the arrival of the police fired atthe
| team while the policemen returned
| fire. During the cross fire, two of
| the bandits were gunned down
| - while others escaped with bullet ©

| Wwounds. At the Apapa Division, - -
.| ‘corpses of the robbers were dis- -
| played at the front of the premis-
- | -es. But before one of the robbers
| finally gave up the ghost, he gave
a GSM telephone number of his
1 | father and the police immediately
s | contacted him. He came and iden-
n | tified the corpse.
S The Divisional Police Officer
> | told Saturday Vanguard that the
- | hoodiums confessed being respon-
- | sible for various robbery opera-
1 | tions along the Oshodi Apapa ex-
- 1. way. According to him, “hav-
| ingbeenaware that these bad boys
ts | “always attacked motorists during
1| alongiraffichioldup, wewentand

| positioned our patrol van under -
»g | the Liverpool bridge and took a
ja | Walk along the road and we.no-
of | ticed four of them dispossessing
‘mototists of their belongings and
e | went after them. This was at about
< | 7.30pm. .
ad “But when they noticed that we

| were around, they opened fire at
’ al us and my men responded. One of
them was shot in the stomachand "
n- | he quickly mounted his okada and i
€X | sped off while the other one was
the | aiready on the ground. He did not
ing | dieimmediately. We gave the flee-
aid | jng robber a chase and met him

- | where he was telling sympathiz-
gh- | ers that he was attacked by rob-
ow | bers and he was immediately ar-
the | rested. But he died shortly after- -
and | wards as his stomach was already
nce | ripped open. His colleague later
vits | identified him'as a Togolese and
t to_| said they came all the way from
Okokomaiko for the operation.”
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