Ibadan elders endorse AJ1m0b1 agamst Akala
....Five killed as fresh violence erupts

By Ola Ajayi

ADAN—UNCERTAIN
Y yesterday beclouded
the political atmosphere in
Ibadan as the Ibadan Elders
Forum rejected the candida-
ture of the Peoples Democrat-

ic_Party(PDP) flagbearer,-

Otunba Adebayo Alao-Aka-
la who had already been en-
dorsed by President Oluseg-
un Obasanjo.

The elders, who unani-
mously agreed that they
should be given freedom to
choose their .governor
through democratic means
said in unequivocal terms that
they would not allow any-
body to force any-candidate

on them.

They said that “the unfet-

tered freedom of some indi-
viduals to foist “mediocres
and unqualified and inexperi-

enced candidate" on them:

would be strongly resisted.

The solution to check thug- -

gery, and unchecked vio-
lence, they stressed was their
collective decision to “reject
the status quo ante” adding
that though they were not bi-
ased politically, they held it as
elders in the ancient city to en-
sure that someone who would
change the lives of the good
people of the state would be

given the nod to representr

them at the polls.
The elders led by their Chair-

man, Ambassador Olu Saanu
then presented Senator Abiola
Ajimobi, the gubernatorial can-
didate of the All Nigeria Peo-
ples Party(ANPP) as the can-
didate endorsed by Ibadan in-
digenes.

But in a swift reactlon, Akala
through his Director of Media
Campaign Organisation, Prince
Dotun Oyelade said *the stand
of Ibadan Elders in adopting
Senator Ajiiobi as the guber-
natorial candidate is not a pop-
ular stand of Ibadan people".

Meanwhile, fresh violence
again broke out in Ibadan be-
tween supporters of the La-

"bour Party (LP) and the ruling
" Peoples Democratic’ Party

(PDP) resulting in the death of

in Ibadan

five people and destruction of
many vehicles.

The bloody elash reportedly
took place at Moniya Round-

"|bout in Ibadan when some sup-

porters of the PDP armed with
dangerous weapons allegedly
descended on members of the
Labour Party where they were
holding their rally. .

Secretary of the PDP in the
state, Alhaji Tunde Olayiwola -
denied the. allegation and not-
ed that they were somewhere
else holding their campaign. He
said “though I have not got the
details of what happened, I'm -
sure that our supporters are law
abiding who would not do such
a thing”.. :


joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 


