3 shot dead
inUyo
mayhem
O®As football
match ends in
chaos -

By Tony Ubani, Ademola
Olajire & Tommy Solomon

I‘,YO—THE game of

football was on Sunday
not only brought into disre.
pute but was also soaked in
blood after three fans were
shot dead, aJ egedly by po-
licemen, in the aftermath of an
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ill-tempered premier league
game in Uyo. »

The match between Akwa
United and Enyimba of Aba
also left many innocent trad-
ers sulking over their losses
and personal injuries after the
chaos spread to the streets of
Uyo. :

And in Aba, Efik and Ibibio
natives were said to be sleep-
ing with one eye closed as
they feared reprisal attacks
from Enyimba supporters who
returned in to narrate their
escape from Uyo. But Enyim-
ba Chairman, Mr Felix Anyan-
st Agwu, said yesterday that
he had appealed to the fans
not to take the law into their
hands. | . .

In a swift reaction, a rather
horrified Nigeria Football
League (NFL) wielded the big
stick banishing Akwa United

-to Minna for all theit remain-

ing matches while a three-man
committee was set up to in-
vestigate the remote and im-
mediate causes. of the may-
hem.

Last night, Enyimba chair-
man, Mr Anyansi-Agwu
speaking to Vanguard on
phone said: “There is serious
trouble now in Uyo. It is very,
very serious and as I am talk-
ing to you, many lives may
have been lost.””

Darlington Azubuike, na-
tional co-ordinator of the two-
time African champions said he
was holed up in a police station

cation of fuel depots from Apapa

-self trapped in traffic for about
30 minutes, said tank farms
which operations contributed to
the unusual heavy traffic build
up on a daily basis on the Apa-
pa-Oshodi expressway would
have to relocate.

Last Thursday, a major fire
disaster which could have en-
gulfed the whole of Apapa was
averted after a tanker exploded
at the loading gantry of one of
the tank farms.

Minister of State for Water
[ransportation, Mr Mohammed
Habib Aliyn, who was also on
he enfourage condemned the
iting of the tank farms in the
rea close to the port, saying in
 place like Singapore, oil stor-

ge facilities are located far
way from the ports.

Earlier, Managing Director of
he Nigerian Ports Authority
NPA), Chief Adebayo Sarumi,
ad told the visiting team that
-Z Petroleum Ltd, G-EuroAf-

]

ric Ltd and Hensmore Ltd were

not properly located and also did
not have adequate parking fa-
cilities for trucks waiting to
load. . oo

The activities of these com-

‘panies and others operating

around Apapa and Tin-Can Is-
land, he said, were responsible
for the heavy traffic along the
road leading to the port.

Of the 15 companies operat-
ingtankfamnsinthearea,the
NPA boss said only NIPCO Plc
had in place adequate facilities,
but noted that there was still
congestion in the firm’s area of
operation because of the activi-
ties of other companies.

Commenting on the explosion
of the vessel, Sarumi said but
for the bravery of the fire fight-
ing department of the NPA, the
effect of the fire would have
been devastating if it had
spread. ‘

3 shot dead in Uyo mayhem

with the entire contingent of the
Enyimba team.

His words:. “As T am talking to
you, Idon’tknow the whereabouts
of two of our players— Uga Opara
and Chidi Okeke. They are no-
where to be found. I also do not
know where the chairman of our
Supporters’ Club is. Our luxury
bus, which conveys players and
officials, is damaged. Five of our

- vehicles have been burnt.

“Atleast five vehicles belonging

. to the Akwa Ibom State Police

have been vandalised. I have never
seen this kind of carnage in all my
years in football. But I must com-
mend the efforts of the Akwa Ibom
State Police for their role in shield-

ing us and leading us to their sta-

tion after the match was abandoned,

“It was too much. They started
coming at us with knives, shovels
and other dangerous weapons. All
because of a football match? I can’t
believe it.” _

It was learnt that trouble started
when Enyimba’s striker, Ejike
Uzoenyi, fired arifle of a shot into
the net but the ball was handled on
its way by an Akwa United de-

fender, leaving FIFA-badged ref- .

eree Felicia Okwugba with no
choice but to signal for a penalty
kick. The score-line at, that time,
15 minutes to go, was still 2-1 in
favour of the host team. E

Enyimba won the first match 3-
0in Aba. “Having scored two goals
following our opening goal by Uga
Opara, the Akwa United boys and
fans thought they had won the
match, and the fans went on the
rampage when we were awarded a
legitimate penalty kick,” Azubuike
said.

But Akwa Ibom State Sports
Commissioner and chairman of
Akwa United FC, Dr Chris Ekong
blamed it all on referee Okwugba
who awarded an undeserved pen-
alty.

“In the 93 minute of the match
(three minutes into added time),
the referee awarded an undeserved

e

penalty to Enyimba FC. Even
while Akwa United team accepted
in good faith and wanted to play,
fans were very angry and worried
with the unjust actions of the ref-
eree, whom they had earlier insin-
uated was on the payroll of Eny-
imbaFC. - . )

“At this point, T told the AC
(OPS), Police to move in the Po-
lice to control any situation that
might arise especially on the pitch,
but the response was very untime-
ly and even lacking. It was during
the melee that fans got wind of the
information that the Mobile Po-
licemen that came with Enyimba
FC from Abia State had shot and
killed three people from the neigh-
bouring community that came to
watch the match. This news
caused an uproar among fans who
started attacking the referee, Po-
lice, players and officials of both
teams. It was in.the process that
the centre referee and assistant ref-
eree ( 1') were assaulted, but I quick-
ly intervened and rushed them to
the hospital, while making sure

that Enyimba players were well
protected. :
“I'was in company of the Match
Commissioner, Mr. Charles Ojug-
bana; Mr. Davidson Owumi; Akwa
Ibom State FA Chairman, Chief
Effiong Johnson; and an SSS oper-
ative attached to the referee. Be-
fore we left for the hospital at
about 9 p.m, I advised the Police
to remove the corpse that was ly-
ing in the Stadium to the mortuary
to avoid any problem when peo-
ple came in thé morning to see it.
“The Police promised to do that
in the night, but did not remove

the corpse until the community

from where the dead fans came
from invaded the Stadium in the
morning to pick up the body. This
angered them and they took a spon-
taneous action to go to the Police
Station and deposit the corpses.
Miscreants and epemies of gov-
emment then joined to add ugly
colour to the situation by destroy-
ing people’s property,” Dr Ekong
explained last night.

Lagos APN guber candAidate,' ~
vows to promote family values

AGOS—-THE

governorship candidate
of the Action Party of Nigeria in
Lagos State, Mr. Owolabi Salis, has
promised to promote family values
in the state if elected the governor
in the April election.

In a statement, the Chartered
Accountant turned politician said
this would protect and improve the
peoples’ worth as they would
know the importance’ of family
valued. .

"You’ll see this will definitely
arouse the consciousness of people
to protect their names. They don’t
want to commit any crime because
their names are very precious to
them and before you know it, crime
will be reduced and people will live

in harmony,” he said. .

The Ikorodu-bom politician also
said this would improve the bonds
in families. "Ancestral days,
Mothers’ day, Fathers; day will be
observed and individuals will be
educated on how to show love and
their concerns for members of their
immediate family during these
periods.

"To have a peaceful nation, start
with a unified family because no

‘matter how over populated we are,

individually we hail from one
family or the other.

“The leader of the party, Alhaji
Lateef Jakande is a peaceful man. .
He desires anything unity and he
has told us to improve on family

values in order to have law abiding _ -~

citizens,” he added. = -
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