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S Nigerians proceed, to
day, on the Christmas
holidays, the country yester-
day lost 27 of its citizens, 10
of them policemen, to separate
incidents of militants' attack,

robbery, and road crash.
' Seventeen of the victims
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died at dawn yesterday in
motor accident on the Akure”
. Ondo road after two commer-
cial vehicles carrying market
women and traders to Akure

and Ondo collided.
Vanguard gathered that the
crash which involved two
Toyota Hiace commercial bus-
-es occurred at about 6.30a.m.
at Wasimi village. Only three
passengers survived the ac-
cident. They are now on the
danger list at the State Spe-
cialist Hospital.

The Ondo State Sector
. Commander of the Federal
" Road Safety Commission, Mr.

Ahmed Hassan, attributed the
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10 policemen fall to robbers, militants' fire
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crash to excessive speeding by
the drivers of the two vehicles,
who also lost their lives. “One
of the vehicles was trying to
overtake another when it had a
head-on collision with the on-
coming commercial bus,” he said.

Passersby and other motorists
used cutlasses, axes and other
sharp objects to cut open the ve-
hicles before the trapped bodies
of victims could be removed.
Hassan added that 11 men and
six women, mostly traders, died
in the accident. Most of the vic-
tims were Igbo traders.

The bodies of the victims have
already been deposited at the
mortuary of the State Specialist
Hospital in Ondo.

Friends and relations rushed to
the hospital as news of the acci-
dent broke. They wailed and
cried as they identified the vic-
tims.

Robbers kill
cops in Ibad

In the second incident — a rob-
bery operation in Ibadan — ban-
dits went on the rampage a
Agbowo area of the ci
where they attacked two
banks and killed seven
policemen.

The robbers numbering 30
reportedly arrived Agbowo at
about midnight and fired three
shots to warn residents that
they were around before
launching their operation.

When Vanguard visited the
scene yesterday, there were
two police vans and a blue car
marked LAGOS CA 225 GGE

riddled with bullets. One of

the vehicles with number plate

PF 874 HQ was stained with™ -

blood. There were also blood
stains at the gates of the Uni-
versity of Ibadan.

The robbers who operated
between midnight
3:40a.m. also trailed another
police van marked 033 and rid-
dled it with bullets.

The deadly acts left some
traders 'in the area losing
goods worth millions of naira
as a result of fire that gutted
their shops. The fire was trig-
gered off when the robbers
shot at the tank of another po-
lice van which exploded and
burnt no fewer than 18 shops
by the roadside.

Confirming the incident, the

Police Public Relations Offic-" '

er, Mr. Olu Akinmoladun, said
only two policemen were
killed while four others were
lying critically wounded at the

University College Hospital

" (UCH), Ibadan.

He said: “Around 1:00a.m.,

we got a distress call that
there was a bank robbery at
Agbowo area. So, we
mobilised our patrol team from
the metropolis. But along the

and

line, two of our police vans ran
into an ambush laid by the
robbers and we lost two of our
men, while four others are lying
critically ill in the UCH now. We
lost one patrol man and a driv-
er”

Overwhelmed by the superior ¢
firepower of the robbers, the po-
lice had to use an Armoured Per-
sonnel Carrier to repel the attack.
Sources in the area said some po-
licemen escaped into the campus
of. UI when the firepower of the
robbers was too much to bear.

Asked if any arrest was made,
Akinmoladun answered in the
negative but said the hoodlums
had their own casualties. “At the
end, we succeeded in chasing the -

-hoodlums away, but they suc--

ceeded in robbing one of the
banks,” he said.

A night guard who narrowly
escaped being killed said when
the robbers arrived, they first
fired three warning shots and
went straight to two commercial
banks close to the University of
Ibadan.

. He said they held the security
men of the banks hostage and
directed them to open the gates
of the bank. They were up to
30, fully armed men and women.

Vanguard later gathered that
the robbers used a welding ma-
chine to break the vaults and
carted away an undisclosed
amount of money.

Two of the shop owners count-
ed their losses as a result of the
fire incident. They said 18 shops
containing electronics like deep
freezers, cookers, and many oth-
er electric gadgets worth over N5
million were bumt. One of the
victims said she had only a days
before stocked her shop with
goods worth about N500,000.

Militants kill

3 cops

Also yesterday, armed mihi-
tants in speedboats killed thre
policemen in an overnight attac

on a residential facility belong-
ing to French oil company, To-
tal .

“In Obagi, we have three deaths
among the policemen guarding
the facility”, a company spokes-

. man at the group’s headquarters
in France said, adding that no
Total employee had been killed.

“This was not a political at-

tack, it was a case of bandltry

There were no hostages taken,”
he added.

No one has so far claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack.

An industry official speaking
op condition of anonymity said
the attack at Obagi, outside the
Rivers State capital, Port Har-
court, was carried out by masked
men who stormed the place in
speed boats.

Total is the fifth largest oil op-
erator in Nigeria.

A second car on Monday hit a
facility owned by Italian firm
Agip. Neither blast caused any
casualties and material damage
was minimal. The Rivers govern-
ment said in a statement it had

held a security meeting with Sh
and Agip over the incidents.
Meanwhile, the Asari Dokut
led Niger Delta Peoples Volu
teer Force in an online stateme

" yesterday called for the immex

ate release of its detained lead
Threatening violence in the 1
gion, it said the release was t
only condition for peace. T
statement reads: “We foresee
exodus of heavily armed yow

- men from the creeks into t

streets of Port Harcourt. We for
see an increased number of e
plosions in corporate establis
ments, government buildings a;
government motorcades. We for
see deaths and assassinations.

Impeachments: NJC s
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ka Jideofor Okoli (Anambra),
Justice Ya’u Dakwang (Pla-
teau), Justice Kayode Bamish-
ile (Ekiti), and Justice Jubril
Aladejana who was appointed
the acting Chief Judge of Ekiti
State by the state House of
Assembly after his boss was
controversially removed by
the lawmakers.

Their suspension, according to
the NJC, was sequel to the roles
they played in the recent impeach-
ment of the governors of their re-
spective states.

Executive Secretary of the Coun-

cil, Mr. Danladi Halilu, in a state-*

ment said: “The National Judicial
Council in the exercise of its pow-
er under paragraph 21 (d) of the
Third Schedule to the 1999 Con-
stitution gave the suspension at
its recent emergency meeting
which was held on 20th Decem-
ber 2006 in Abuja.”

NIC is headed by the Chief Jus-
tice of the Federation, Justice Alfa
Modibo Belgore. It has the statu-
tory’power of confirming and fir-
g of judicial officers on the rec-
ommendation of either the Presi-

dent or the governor of a state de-

pending on the status of the judi-
cial officer and where he is serv-
ing.

Specifically, Section 292 (1) (a)
(b) of the 1999 constitution pro-
vides: “A judicial officer shall not
be removed from his office or ap-
pointment before his age of retire-
ment except in the following cir-
cumtances. (a) In the case of: (i)

Chief Justice of Nigeria, Preside

-of the Court of Appeal, Chi

Judge of the Federal High Cou
Chief Judge of the High Court
the Federal Capital Territory, Ab
jaand President, Customary Cou
of Appeal of the FCT, Abuja |
the President acting on an addre
supported by two third majori
of the Senate.

(ii) Chief Judge of a state, Grai
Khadi of a Sharia Court of Appe
or President of a Customary Cot
of Appeal of a state by the gove
nor acting on an address by tv
third majority of the House of A
sembly of the state, praying th
he be so removed for his inabili
to discharge the functions of h
office or appointment (wheth

.arising from infirmity of mind

of body) or for misconduct or co

* travention of the Code of Condu

(b)In any case, other than tho;
to which paragraph (a) of this sul
section applies, by the Preside
or, as the case may be, the gove
nor acting on the recommendatic

" of the National Judicial Coun

that the judicial officer be so r
moved.”

By implication, if the erring j
dicial officer is not the head of tt
Judiciary, recommendation for h
removal requires the assent of on
the president if he is a Federal Hig
Court judge while the assent of t}
state governor is needed if the er
ing judicial officer serves in a sta
Jjudiciary.

The suspension of the four jud
cial officers, however, is to la
until the committee set up by tt
council to investigate the - alleg;

Atiku denied use of Pres1dentlal p
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Umar Pariya, reportedly es-

caped assassination in Abu-
ja. Pariya'is a key figure in the
report of the Administration
Panel of Enquiry on the PTDF
affairs.

The Vice President, who isona

three-week vacation as part of his
leave for 2006, according to

sources, had arrived the
Presidential Wing of the Nnamdi

Azikiwe International Airport
Abuja, to board the plane when he

- was told it had been grounded by

the president.

Minister of Information and
National Orientation, Mr Frank
Nweke (Jnr), feigned ignorance of

the matter when State House

correspondents asked him about

it yesterday after the weekly .
Federal Executive Council

“I amhearing itfrom younow
and I will find out”, he said as he -

rushed out to attend the
conferment of national honoux_‘s

on Nigerians.
Vanguard gathered that the Vic

.President’s team had- alread

boarded the aircraft when the or
that took President Olusegu
Obasanjo to the USA landed an
the President disembarked. H

.was said to have ordered that th

other aircraft should not take th

*Vice President anywhere.

“The Vice President and his tea

- later joined a British Airway
* plane to London en route Unite

States. The Vice President hac
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