Enugu Speaker's aideshot dead

By Tony Edike

NUGU— ONE of the se
urity aides to the
Speaker of Enugu State
House of Assembly, Corporal
BenjaminNwajei, was shot
dead by persons suspected
to be armed robbers in Enugu
yesterday morning. His AK
47 rife was taken away by the
hoodlums.

The Mobile Police corporal
was riding on a motorbike to
his duty post at the Speak-
er’s official residencein the
". Legislative quarters when the
armed men driving in a vehi-
cle bearing Federal Govern-
ment’s number plate knocked
him down on Lagos Street in
Asata area of the Coal City
and shot him several times at
close range with a pump ac-
tion rifle.

Sources told Vanguard that
Corporal Nwajei, who was a
. native of Delta State, had left
the” Central - PokiceStation

- (CPS) batrigks 4t sbout Sa.m.

w

on his motorbike to join his
other colleagues at the
Speaker’s quarterspreparato-
ry to a scheduled tour to Nsu-
kka that morning but he
could not get to the quarters
before the gunmen attacked.

”The armed men knocked
him down with their car and
before he knew what was
happening. they openedfire
on him. Hc was shot on the
chest and all over his body.
He fell down and bled to
death. Residentsof the area
ran for their lives when they
heard gunshots but returned
later only to see the mobile

policeman lying in a pool of
his blood,” an eyewitness

said.

Contacted, the Speaker,
Chief Abel Chukwu, con-
firmed the report, saying he
was in church when his wife
came to inform him’of the

incident and he immediately -

rushed to thescene but did
not meet the corpse as it was

t‘

taken away by his colleagues
from the Mopol 3, PMF,
Enugu.

Tt was a terrible thing. I saw
a lot of blood on the.ground
and I could not imagine what
happened. 1 immediately
rushed to the Mobile Police
barracks but I was told that
his corpse had been deposit-
ed at the University of Niger-
ia Teaching Hospital (UNTH).
I also went to the Commis-
sioner of Police to inform him
of the development,” Chuk-
wu said. ‘

He said he was to attend a
function at Nsukka yesterday
and had informed his securi-
ty and personalaides the pre-
vious day to assembly at his
quarters _for the trip after the
church service, but he had to
putoff all engagements for the
day. The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer, Mr. MiKe Abat-
tam, could net be reached for

. his,comments on ﬂ)ﬁdﬁ‘fvelop-
ment ycsterday i1 :
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