Police, UNN disagree over murder
of varsity staff

- By Tohy Edike

ENUGU—THE gruel
some killing of a senior
staff of the University of Ni-
geria, Nsukka (UNN), Mr. Ti-

has sparked off a row be-

later deposited his corpse at
the Bishop Shanahan Hospi-
tal Mortuary at Nsukka.
Ezeronwu, who was the sec-
retary to the Dean Faculty of
Education in UNN met his
untimely death that fateful

olice patrol team while try-

tus Ezeronwu, by the police &/Bight when he was shot by a

tween the police and some
members of the university
community.

The police in Nsukka shotz
dead Ezeronwu on July 31;
2006 claiming that he was an
armed robber and displayed
his corpse at the Nsukka Po-
lice Station on August 1, 2006
with a.gun placed on his chest.
Members of his family and
- some of his UNN colleagues

Anambra

dressing Anambra women
weekend in Awka where he
briefed them on his achieve-
ments so far and what he
plans to do in the next couple
of months. According to him,
his Government has paid for
- 10 refuse-trucks and two_pay-
loaders to evacuate refuse in
Anambra state, especially
Onitsha, which he said he
wants to rebuild.

ing to organize members of
the vigilance group guarding
his area.

A member of the vigilance
group, who was also hit by
the police bullets during the
shooting, is now being treat-
ed at the Obayi Memorial
Hospital at Nsukka under po-
lice supervision.

The police at Nsukka
claimed that Ezeronwu was a
member of an armed robbery
gang that allegedly attacked
residents of a house behind
Obayi Memorial Hospital on
July 31, 2006 but gave no fur-
ther explanation as to the cir-
cumstances that let to the
shooting.

The State Police Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO), Mr.
Mike Abattam, speaking on
the development/in Enugu at
the weekend, said’ that the
deceased UNN staff was a’

member of an armed robbery
gang that attacked tenants of
a building on Tectonic Street,
Nsukka in the night of July
31,2006. »

He stated that policemen
rushed to the scene of the
robbery and in a shoot dut
with members of the gang one
of the armed robbers was shot
dead.

According to him “The po-
lice responded and so there
was an exchange of gun fire
between the police and the
armed robbers. One of the
armed robbers was shot and

.fatally wounded while others

escaped. A single-barrel local-
ly made pistol containing one
expended gun and two live
cartridges were recovered
from the armed robbers,” Ab-
attam said. ..,

But the Ezeronwu family
and his colleagues at the uni-
versity disputed the police
claim, insisting that the de-
ceased who was over 50 was
not an armed robber as he
was only involved in organ-
izing members of the neighbour-
hood watch in his area. They de- -
scribed Ezeronwy as the life-
wire of the vigilance group.
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