.severely injured.
by the development, the
“;youths regrouped’ in the
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Contues from Page 112 feared dead in Enugu Police, youths' clash

ambra State capital  was

-thrown into confusion yester-

day following the killing of a
former Commissioner for
Women Affairs in the state,
Mrs. Uzo Obi-Okoli, alleged-

Iy by her son. She was shot-
dead in her bedroom in the =

family palatial- home in Awka.

Ten others who ‘were criti-.
cally injured in the Mgboro,

violence are receiving treat-

ment in various hospitals in

the state. Scores of residents

have fled their homes.
Vanguard learnt that trou-

ble started on Saturday fol-

lowing the alleged shooting.

of six youths from the com-
munity by policemen. The
youths were protestmg the
security agents’ interference
iri the activities marking the
community’s annual Iri Ji
(new yam) cultural festival.

It was learnt that some
prominent- members of the
community who feared that
the festival might be turned
into a political platform by
some of their opponents were
said to have invited police-
men apparently to halt the
ceremony.

An eyewitness said the po-
licemen who arrived the town
with in an armoured person-
nel carrier clashed with the
youths when they (police-
men) allegedly started smash-

ing canopies and seats al-’

ready arraigned for the
festival at the premises of the

Mgbowo Boys Secondary

School. The policemen were

.said to have opened fire

indiscriminately on the ag-
grieved villagers,
‘After the shooting that last-

-ed several minutes, six of the

youths were said to have died
while several others were
“Angered

everimg and resolved to deal
with prominent natives who
were suspected to have invit-
ed the police to disrupt the
ceremony,” the cyewitness
said. :
The youths then went on
the rampage,. torched about
15 houses belonging to the
alleged instigators of the
police action and the violence
persisted till Monday when
the State Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Charles Dawodu,
paid an emergency visit to the
community to enforce a
cease-fire. :

The commlssmner, leading
a team of senior police offic-

.¢ts reportedly appealed to the

aggrieved'fiatives to stop fur-

ther violence, promising that

the circumstances behind the
shooting and killings of the
yguths would be mvesngat-
-] .
Natives of Mgbowo who
fled the community on ac-
count of the alleged “police
invasion” have continued to

- lament the bloody incident,
- and asked Governor Chima-

roke Npamani tb come to their

rescue by instituting an in-.

quiry with a view to appre-
hending those prominent per-
sons behind the attack. ‘

The decomposing corpse of
a middle aged man believed
to have been trampled to
death during the rampage was
seen on a major road in the
town yesterday while the

- remains of dead youths were.

said to have been deposited

at a mortuary ‘in the town

located on the Enugu-Port
Harcourt expressway.
Some of the natives who

VagfsRe with Vanguard blained -

the situation on the appoint-

- under .an intense searchlight

ment of two "unpopular”
natives as leaders of the two
autonomous communities,
which were recently created
in the town by the staie
government.

They claimed that the two
leadérs whose houses were

+_also burnt in.the fampage and -
“tlieir supporters might have’

feared that the people would
use the Iri ji festival as an

" opportunity to register their

displeasure and, therefore,
invited the police to forestall
any untoward development.

But the police command
and members of the families
of the alleged instigators,
however, denied this claim
even though they refused to
comment on the development.-

The state Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Mr. Mike Ab-
attam, speaking on the issue

.y ﬁerday, said: “There is -
not

ing like that at all. The
police were not involved at all,
We only received reports of
violence in the town and we
intervened to restore order.”
Abattam, however, said the
command had been able to re- -
store calm to the area follow-
ing the visit of the police
commissioner, pledging that
thorough investigations would
be conducted into the incident.

Contnues from Page 1
Mike Adenuga (jnr).

clined to say anythmg official
on the businessman’s arrest
dismissed, yesterday, as cor-
rupt all past Nigerian leaders.
t alsp alleged -that most ~

-pubhc office holders, includ-

ing governors in the Niger
Delta, are corrupt.

Atiku alleges plot

Chief spokesman for the
Vice President, Mallam Garba
Shehu in a staternent in Abu-
ja dismissed speculations
about a financial deal between
Vice President Atiku and Otun-
ba Adenuga, saying: “Mike
Adenuga is one of the sever-
al friends of the Vice President

all over Nigeria. The Vice Pres-

ident does not deny-that he
and some of his friends, in-
cluding General Ibrahim Ba-
bangida, have of late come

intended to uncover faults

l.thatcanbeusedtobarthem“

from higher public office. .- .
- “In a further bid to nail lhe :
Vice President and General

Ibrahim Babangida, the.
construction giant, Julivs-

.Berger, has equally been
directed to.
_mformatlon on their 40°year

produce

existence in the country,
showing a list of their
directors and shareholders, a
litany of all the contracts they .
did for the Federal Govern-
ment, states, local govern-

ments; businesses and pri-

vate individuals.
“But our belief is that such
‘temon squeezing’ fault-find- -

-ing, aimed at the disqualifica-

tion of the Vice President will
not succeed nor will it deter

‘the Vice Plesidémt,- =~~~ ~-~

Ex-commissioner
killed

Police in Anambra State
confirmed Mrs Obi-Okoli's
kilking and the arrest of her
son as principal suspect. Obi--
Okoli served. in the govern-
ment of Dr. Mbadinuju. She
was ‘a’ director of Orient
Petroleum Resources,
Nigeria's first privately-
owned refinery sited n
Otuocha in Anambra State.
She also ran orphanage
homes. in Awka, namely
“Mother Theresa Founda-
tion” and “Tender Love Or
phanage.”

The suspect was said to
have fled soon after the Kill-
ing.

The police are investigating

the motive for the killing.

Sources said the suspect es-
caped from the house in his
Mercedes Benz 500 SEL.
The Assistant Commission-
er of Police in charge of CID,
Mr, Muhammed Kastina, who
confirmed the incident, said’
the suspect had been arrest-
ed. He was said 1o have been

. arrested in Lagos and would

be brought to Awka soon.
He said: “I received a sig-
nal from the Divisional Police

Officer of *“B” Division in -

Awka about the incident.

2007: Atiku

“Any talk of such disquali-
fication is a wishful thinking,
wnthout a ba51s 1n law No-

any : l_ate seekmg a -

'_ political office and anyone in-

doubt about  this should

check the Nigerian Constitu- -

tion and the new electoral law.
“As for the basic require-

ments for running for any‘

political office including the
Presidency, the Constitution
is very clear about the re-
quirements of aspirants.”

On alleged financial link
between the Vice President
and Otunba Adenuga
Mallam Garba said: “The Vice
President categorically de-
nies that there have been any
financial dealings between
himself and the Globacom
Chairman, and challenges
whoever has records of any -
such dealings to make them
public.

“He insists that there has
absolutely never been any fi-

nancial transaction-between’

himself and the businessman.
“As for his supervisory re-

* sponsibility over the Petrole- -

um Technology Development

-Fund (PTDF), the Vice Presi- -

dent confirms that he had

such responsﬂ:nhty at some

point in time, through Perma-
_nent Secretary, Petroleum Re- -
sources but as is gsual with-

“him, whatever alpprovals he.

gave were cleared by the Pres- -

- ident.”

We're ready to
publish names
—EFCC

Meanwhile, Chanrman of the
Economic- and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu vowed

-yesterday to pubhsh the

names of ‘corrupt’ past lead-
ers, governors and other pol- _

-

iticians foergenms foTéjéct

When | received the signal, [
mobilised my men and offic-
ers of the Homicide Depart-
ment and I led them to the
place. The security man at the
gate allowed us in and we met
one of the sons of the late
woman who led us to the ac-
tual scene of the crime. L
* “I'saw her in a stiff condi-
tion and in a pool of her own
-blood. So we conducted a
step-by-step observation
with a view to establishing the
identity of the attacker. I was
able to conduct some prelim-
inary investigations that
assisted me in drawing closer
to the identity of the suspect.

“I'picked other clues and we
are still waiting for the Foren-
sic Department of the Force
Headquarters, CID Annex. On
observation, I also recovered
a very important clue that led
us to classify the woman’s
son as the principal suspect,”
Katsina said.

He said the suspect, whosel
name he declined to mention, was.
later arrested in Lagos by detec-
tives following an alert signal
they sent out.

he widower, Chief Obi-
Okoli, Chief Executive Officer of
Bilante Construction Company,
was unavailable. He was said to
have returned to Awka on
receiving the news of the incident
but left for Lagos afterwards.

alleges plot to |

them at the polls.
Ribadu’s threat came just as

s the Preslm 0%;%%%1

Comtade Adams Oshiomhole,
vowed that Labour and its
Civil Society allies would de-
clare a national strike and bn-
precedented national protest
should the 2007 elections be
ngged :
aking at a sumnut organ-
by NLC on the challeng-
es of transition in Nigeria,
Mallam Ribadu said the com-
‘mission did to say it would
screen politicians but that it
would expose all corrupt
oliticians especially ‘past
eaders who corruptly
enriched themselves to the
" detriment of the nstion, .

He asked the National As-
sembly to review the elector-
al act to make it impossible for
COTfTUpt persons.to stand for
election in 2007, -saying - most
of the past leaders who put
‘Nigeria in the current mess
‘pow wani to come back to
squander the $36 billion in the
-_nation’s foreign reserve.

-The EFCC chairman vowed
that' t}:e. zngmisslo?e was
. readdy for such-corfupt leaders
- andspoliticians. Hg words:

' “Allr‘yast Nigerian Jeaders are

bécause they have all

L stol%n the-nation’s wealth. We

-shall ramiove all corrupt lead-

ers from contesting -elections

because our past leaders

* have turned this country intd
‘a tokunbo state. -

“It i3 not possible to have
free and fair elections where
corrupt people are allowed tc
contest, because with their
stolen wealth they  can

. influence INEC, the electoral
tribunals etc. I will not stop af
any. thing but to expose
them. I have lost friends, made
enemies; lost confldants
People have 16st i::o'nfidenc*e

—————



