- ECOWAS Condemns Attack on Beninese

Border Di

stricts with Niger, Burkina Faso -

@1errorists attack Nigeria's border facilities @Yar adua visits families of 23 local security personel killed in Katsina’ =
®5SERAPtakes Tinubu's govt, govs to tegional body’s court over ‘misuse of Cybercrimes Act’
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many people dead, induding

Inarelated
Mokt by e
fadlities at the Kangiwa Border in

iwa Local Government Area
of Kebbi State.

That was as Chairman, Senate
Committee on the Armmy, and
Senator Abdulaziz Yar'adua, condoled
with the ity forces of Yan Sakai
over the loss of 23 of their members
on January 7 to a terrorist attack in
Kwantan ‘Bauna, Baure town, in

and the state ggfv?r:s over “the
Tepressive use Cybercrimes
(Amendment) Act 2024 to criminalise

expression and violate the
human rights of Nigerians, indludi
adivists journaliss, and soci
Media users.”
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Reports had it that Benin forces
suffered heavy losses in the attack near
the border with Niger and Burkina
Faso, two Sahelian countries, which
le&KOWASaﬁa-ﬂmenulifary i
ofﬂleoounhiescnmeundaaﬁadc

The  national guard's chief. of
reported to have said one of Benin's
m ° * .
was hit in
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“We .e been dealt a very hard
blow,” he had said.

December 2024, a diplomatic source

told the AFP news a. A
\eh Gomi l'genotq dea
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main opposition party, The Democrats,
saidabout305(5<&i!}gswerekiﬂedin
the Alibori region. T
Just Iast month, gunmen
soldiexsandwoundedf)oduroﬁ\ets
who were ing an oil pipeline
in the north-east .
The recent attack could have led
to 28 deaths, according to AFP.
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a communique at the weekend,
ECOWAS Commission condemned
ey S o AR Lo T
area identified armed men on
Wednesday, 8 January 2025, which
it resulted in dozens of casualties.
communique read, “The

ECOWAS Commission exp
its deepest condolences to the
Sl ofert;té ul.a fgm' 3%
e ic of Benin, as
mastoﬂ\eRepfaM'esofﬂwbrave
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Plan of Action
in all its forms. ECOWAS calls on

all Member States to intensify their
g?eraﬁm in intelligence iﬂan’ng
border security.

“ECOWAS expresses its full
solidarity with Govermnment
and people of Benin. It reiterates its
determination to accompany Member

. States in their efforts to ensure the

safety and security of Community
citizens.” ,

Meanwhile, terrorists were said
to have killed four persons, a local
watchman and three contractors, at
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a Nigerian border town.

A statement by the spokesman
of the Nigeria Immigration Service
(NIS), Kenneth Udo, said, “The service
regrets to announce a recent attack by
a suspected terrorist group
facilities and contractors on site, at
the Kangiwa Border in iwa
Local Government Area of i
State about 1920 hours on Friday,
10th, January 2025.

”Ibaﬂledk)ﬂ’edmihdfmn
persons; a local watchman and three
killed during the attack. However; the

X ks
on its border facilities.

“Our heartfelt out

to the families of the d The

e vy rking s
e

ing its core
mandate of border ity, aligned
with the overarching Ol;yecﬁve of
enhanding national security.”
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State, has faced ing attacks
from bandits‘taxgehng%le
communities over the years. .

Yar'adua, who represents Katsina
Central Sergorial D it visited the
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is team, according to a
statement by his media  office,
my, were also Chairman of

Local Government Area and
achai ip candidate or Batsari
Local Government Area,

local security personnel, as
wellastheEnﬁrofRumaHakinﬁn
Batsari, to offer their condolences,

“In a show of rt, Senator
Yar'adua presented N50,000 to the

inubu, Govs
to ECOWAS Court over:

‘Misuse of Cybercrimes At
Socio-anonu‘ ic Ri ﬁ&\d

and the 36 states &irgsova-."ﬂ'e

ressive use ybercrimes
Eggrﬂdmﬂ)Actm‘lbcdmﬁnlise
legiﬁmatee@mm' and violate the
human rights of ans, i

vists, i Nﬁ;:mﬂ
media users”,

The ECOWAS Court had in its
ju t dated March 25, 2022,

Nigerian authorities to stop

ing section 24 of the Cybercrime
%SO?Manymemthe
3 of ireulfing e stk e
officials online”. po
"I'heoourtdec};sdsectim%as
", o A . ."m
ordered ian authonties “to
itinmnformitywiﬂ\&\eoomu'y’s
human rights obligations”.
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