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The federal government

The shocking attack on Mukdolo in Borno State

cannot continue

holds lessons for Nigeria
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SUNDAY NEWSPAPER rural parts of the country, the hope of victims in the

conflict in the region continue to face daily in their
strugele to survive,” the United Nations Resident
and Humanitarian Coordinator in Nigeria, Matthias
Schmale said in a statement that underscores the

vity of the tragedy. “The village of Mukdolo
ﬁrzacl been abandoned prior to the attack due to the
activities of non-state armed groups.”

If there is any lesson from the killing, it is that
the federal government cannot continue to haw
the claim that the insurgency war is “technically
over”. It is not. Even if we admit that Boko Haram,
ISWAP, and associates may have banished the idea
of carving for themselves the caliphates they covet,
they still constitute mortal danger to several rural
communities, espedally in Borno State. Besides,
when en invade areas and kill people on
an industrial scale as ISWAP fighters just did, the
challenge of insecurity becomes more gferplexing.
To worsen matters, the response of federal
government has become quite predictable.

That the insurgency has last thislong is a critical
nationalsecurity challengethatdeservesseriousness,
and we hope that the next administration will tackle
it with more vigour. Under the current leadership,
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While decorating the then newly appointed service
chiefs three moﬁﬁ after mmuj'ﬁzﬂ)‘?&n President
Bubhari gave a December 2015 dea totf)emilitary
and security helmsmen to crush the Boko Haram
i . That ultimatum upped the tergtpo of

tions against the i ts with several of them

, their supply source (of food and fuel) cut and
scores of their members arrested. But eight years later
and as he clears his desk, can President Buhari say he
has defeated the insurgency? Certainly not!

To defeat the i , the federal government
must continue to provide necessary su rt to the
military through pmmptacglisitionofbat}:god\anging
platforms, -weapons, and equipment. Massive
recruitment is required in addition to deployment of
technology to dominate the vast space
in the Northeast. We must also continue to deploy
dqiloomacy to cut all finandial support to ISWAP and
i[:\ouzlli Haram fi using ﬁ‘ufe relevant finandial

gence, while sustaining cooperation and
collaboration with the countries Lake
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longer than (950- 1000 words). They should be sent to opinion@thisdaylive.




