In Broad Daylight, Terrorists Kill 63 in Z

amfara Comm umhes,

Buhari Directs Military to Sustain Offensive against
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__fresh onslaughts on the i
communites.
us was just as President
Muhammadu Buhari yesterday

directed the security agendies to
sustain the current offensives
against terrorists and other
cniminals operating in' the
north-west region particularly
in certain paYrIs of Zamfara State.

local government
vhile s

ough, police authonties
and the state govemment were
yet to confirm the attacks, a
chieftain of the All ives
Congress (APC) in the state who
craved anonymnity, said terrorists

had killed more than 70 le
i the affected commn umges.
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He added that a 13-year-old
irl, Police afficer and %_oam%
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community by the motofcydle
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attacked the communities in a
large number riding on their
motorcydles on Friday afternoon
at about 2:30pm. As of Saturday
moming, we counted 56 dead
bodies. They also set ablaze
an operational Hilux vehicle
belonging to the Police.

"They killed three people; a %&
a potice officer and mw&\erpeop
with the NSCDC in the Damri
comumunity. Two patients at our
healthcare centre were also killed
while the remaining 51 people
were killed by the terrorists in
Sabon Garin Damri and Kalahe.

"Some of the victims were
not residents of the three

SERAP Sues Buhari,
Declare Pardon for Dariye,

Udora Orizuin Abuja

The Socic-Economic Rights and
Accountability Project (SERAP)
has filed a lawsuit against
President Muhammadu Buhari,
asking the court to declare i

and incompatible with the oath
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Buhari Travels to Abidjan for T
@Accompanied by four ministers, NSA, three other top officials

Deji Elumoye in Abuja

| President Muhammadu Buhari

is leading an eigit-man Nigeran
delega]ggn tog*j\bidian, ggglte
d'Ivoire, to attend a two-day
United Nations o ised
conference on the future of land,
rding desertification, drought,
gga ([;;gtic:n, rights, resfcorz\l?gn
alﬁr:riplimﬁom for national and
world economies.
According to a statement

issued y&;te:dat’, by (ﬂ:ﬁdﬂtﬂ
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communities. They were people
who came from nearby villages
to celebrate Eid El Fitr with their
relatives. They have been buried
according to Islamic rite.”

Barely 28 hours after the
terrorists killed 56 people in
three villages in Bakura Local
Government Area of the state,
the hoodlums stormed Faru
and Kauyen Minane villages in
Maradun Local Govemment Area
of the state where they killed
seven other villagers.

A resident of Faru village,
Kamilu Tanko, who confirmed
the fresh onslaught on Faru
and Kauyen Minane villages

of office and public interest the
recent pardon granted to former
vernors of Plateau State, Senator
oshua Dariye, and Taraba State,
Rev. Jolty who are serving
jail terms for corruption.
Dariye and ec{ame were
recently pardoned alongside

counterpart, Dr. Mahmoud
Mohammed and Minister of
Water Resources, Engr Suleiman
H. Adamu.

Also, on the president’s
delegation are the National
Security Adviser, Major General
Mohammed Monguno (rtd);
Director General, of the National
Intelligence A , Ambassador
Ahmed Rufai Abubakar and
Chairman/CEO of Nigerians
in Diaspora Commission, Abike
Dabiri- Erewa.

Buhari, who would particpate
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on Sunday, said the deadl
attacks occurred on Saturday
at about 3pm.

He said: "Six people were killed
in Knuf*en Minane while one
was killed in Faru. I was at the
Maradun General Hospital when
soldiers brought their corpses.
Number of &mse killed ma
increase because many are sti
missing in the affected villages".

He said the seven people killed
were male farmers, stating that
four of them were killed at the
outskirts of the Kauyen Minane
village while returning from the
farms.

Meanwhile, Buhar, in a

157 others convicted for various
offences. The two men were
investigated, prosecuted and
convicted for stealing N1.16 billion
and NL16 billion respectively from
their state treasuries, while they
were in office between 1999 and
2007.

o-day UN COP

Desertification (UNCCD), with
the theme “, Land. Life Legacy:
From scarcity to Slmsperi A

Top items on the agenda of
the co are drought, land
restoration, and related enablers
such as land rights, gender
equality and youth empowerment.

The convention aims to take
action to ensure that land, the
lifeline on the planet, continues
to benefit present and Ffuture
generations.

To achieve the visionary
objective of land restoration
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statement  vesterday, noted
that while there appeared to
be relative calm in Zaméara, with
situations retuming to normal
in most parts and the rural
communities ready to live their
lives normally again, there had
been several breaches, especiall
in view of the terrorists’ atta
on Damri, Sabongarin Damri
and Kalahe villages in Bakura

Criminals

elsewhere must be allowed to
ha{:f peace.”

Ahe  president, therefore,
directed that the momenturn
that had been developed\,y the
security agendies be sustained
in order to bring an end to the
activities of the murderers.

While expressing condolences
to the hnﬁm the victims
as well as the government and

Local Government Area, and  people of the state, Buhari further
lately, Maradun. ordered that the combined

According to him: “We efforts of both the federal and
mustn't allow the retum of state governments must do all
days when the bandits had a  that could be done to bring an
free hand to do as they wished.  immediate end to the horrific
The rural folk in Zamfara and  killings.

However, in the suit number
FHC/L/CS/825/2022 filed last
Friday, at the Federal High Court,
Lagos, SERAP wants the court to
determine whether the exercise
of the power of prerogative of
mercy to grant pardon to Dariye
and Nyame was compatible with

T

15 Conference

of one of the most precious assets,
land.

The convention would explore
links between land and other
key development issues, which
;.w.rglulfl be] is during the
high-level segment, including a
Heads of States Summit, hjgh-
level roundtables and interactive
dialogue sessions.

COP 15 is a ke
the fight against esertification,
land degradation and drought.
Accordingly, it would build on
the findingsof the second edition
of e Glebil Land Gutiott
offer 2 concre(e response,tolthe

moment in
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Wants Court to
Nyame Illegal

the public interest, the cath of
office, and constitutional duty
to combat corruption.
SERAPT also sought for an
order setting aside the pardon
ted to Dariye and e
I the public inovest, and fr he
sake 0? the integrity, well-being
and prosperity of Nigeria, and the
country’s intermational cbligations.
The suit filed on behalf of
SERAP by its lawyers Kolawale
Ohunwadare and Opeyemi Owolabi,
read in part “The pardon power,
if properly exerdised, can to
protect citizens against possible
Miscarriage of justice. Section
15(3) of the Nigerian Constitution
of 1999 (as amended) provides
that The State shall abolish all
corrupt practices and abuse of
ower. icle 26 of the UN
onvention against Corruption
to which Nigeria is a state party
recf:t[eug;s' the govemment to ensure
'e_ ive, proportionate and
dissuasive sanctions’ includi
aiminal and  non-crimin
sanctions, in cases of grand
- 60
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