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Villagers Flee as Bandits Kill 18, Burnt Houses in Katsina

call on residents of the state to
aoquire armsand defend themselves
as absurd.

But on the ﬁn;gﬁattad@eﬂbd
mvestigations have rev
that the bandits numbering over
300,and ammed with
weapons including anti-aircraft
launchers and machine
guns, set many houses, shops

and foodstuffs ablaze during
the invasion.

interview on Sunda

He said: "Yesterday (Saturday)
over 300 bandits armed with

sophisticated wea includin,
antl aircraft la and G
machine attacked our vz]lage

~ (Duba) and Killed 18 perso

“They (bandits) mone
than 10 B;Jeople Lgng
and women, who were sleeping
when the bandits arrived the
e. Those killed were burried
unday according to Islamic

'Ihe source noted that hundreds
of residents, mostly women and
children, who survived the deadly
invasion, had fled the village to
Batsari, the head of Batsari
Local Government Area for fear
of a reoccurrence.

The Katslna State Pohoe Public

Relations Officer, Gambo Isah,
however, told journalists that the
bandits killed only 12 people and
njured six others in the comm

He explained that the
team of the police and the
went to fhe but the bandits
retreated to the forest by the time
the security personnel arrived the
Sch;aeh Superin f Poli

a tendent of Police

said, "The bandits, ni over
three hundred and arm with
sophisticated weapons including
(;IEIP machine guns and anti-
aircraft launchers stormed the
village (Duba) at 2045 p.m on
Saturday.

T}‘ey (bandits) ransacked houses
and looted shops. They also killed
12 peoEFIe and inj six others.

icers are still combing the
forest with a view to finding the
hoodlums."

But, Masari, in a statement by
his Dutector-Geneml on Media,
Abdu Labaran Malumfashi, ».ud
security was on the exclusive list of

Omt

the Nigerian Constitution, which

! | @Call for my resignation is absurd, says Masari

, FlmasSa'hm inKatsina

. 5@%@%&%&%%%@
3 a‘drodemr_rmngdsla g mity, told THISDAY in a

meansﬂwase(dusvelyafedﬁal
gox_l_lielrmnmtaﬂhm
e govemnor was o
State chapteroftheCoalmmof
(ONG) and the
Peo lesDemocratcPartv(PDP)
e state.
Thestatementread. "In matters
of security, a govemor is the Chief
Securi: dl‘nssiateaﬁvm
name, because the vanious
chiefs working in the state take
orders not from him, but from

to the security institutions in the
states.

"The massive increase in the
number of security formations in
Katsina State, and the North West
in general, was due to the dogged
commitment and determination
of Governor Masari to see to the
sucessful prosecution of the war
against banditry.

anvthmg but altruistic.” |

tomake&le

of theletter_and spmtaswellas
the workings of the Ni
Constitution, or a motive thclh



