Herdsmen Attack, Tribal Clash Claim 16 Lives in Taraba

® Gunmen attack Delta police station, kill DPO, two others

Omon-Julius Onabu in

Local Government Area of

Asaba Delta State by unidentified

gunmen.

Attack by  sus Taraba State Police Public
Sherdsmen and "2 dash Relations Officer, David
“between Fulani herdsmenand ~ Misal, said the attack by the

Tivs farmers have dlaimed herdsmen occurred

vesterday, adding however
that the situation has been
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ialled by

._éwete confirmed : brought 1._u'1der congrol.
herdsmen in According to him, the
Bomon unity, Commissioner of Police in

state, Ahmed Azare, has
ordered for deployment of
to comb the

_b Government ;
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divisional lice officer dead between Jatau Kungana
(DPO) and two other and Gazabu communities of

the Bali LGA of the state.

licerns rere reportedly
Eﬁf&%ﬁmeﬂ - 4y 3 The Chairman of the

following an early

morning attack on the police  local government, Mahmud
divisional headquarters in Musa, said the fracas
South started in Katsina-Ala

Local Government Area of
Benue State which shares a
boundary with Taraba State.

He said some Fulani
herdsmen, who were chased
from the axis, ran into Bali
LGA where they were
Eartia]ly resisted and the

ght escalated which led
to the death of six persons
in the axis.

Musa added that he has
summoned the leadership of
both Fulani herdsmen and
the Tivs tribe to talk to their
subjects and put the situation
under control.

He insisted that calm has
been restored and security
agencies are manning the
nooks and crannies of the
local government to avert
any uprising and asked those
using the opportunity to
destroy or steal from houses
to desist from such act.
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Meanwhile, a DPO and
two other policemen were
reportedly killed following an
early morning attack on the

lice divisional headquarters
in Nsukwa, Aniocha South
Local Government Area of
Delta State by unidentified
gunmen.

The police station was also
set ablaze by the unknown
gunmen who invaded the
quiet town of Nsukwa
yesterday morning.

THISDAY learnt that the
deceased DPO and two

ts were also set ablaze
by the daredevil criminals.

The gunmen were said
to have stormed the station
at about 2am shooting
sporadically  apparently
to ward off any possible
challenge.

Although, some residents
near the police station were

said to have woken u
from sleep by the

of gunshots, the hoodlums
carried out their evil mission
without any opposition.

The agrarian community
was practically enveloped in
fear following the strange
development.

"Everybody was afraid
following the shooting and
no one could challenge them
because nobody knew who
and how many they were. It
was later we heard that the
police station was attacked,”
a resident in the agrarian
community said.

The perpetrators and
purpose of the attack
remained a mystery.

The Delta State Command
was yet to react to the
incident as at the time of
filing this report last night.

The state po‘iioe
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commissioner, Ari
Muhammed Ali did not

to calls put across
to him while the phone of
the state police command
spokesman, Mr. Bright Edafe,
a depu('_gs%tperhtmdent of
Police ) was unusuall
switched off” when THISD,
called his number several
times.

However, senior officers of
the Nigeria Police Force led
by the Assistant Inspector-

(AIG) of Police
in charge of Zone 5,-Lsagg

Akinmovede, )
e
Delta, Ad Muhammad, were
said to have have visifed the
scene to ascertain the level
of destruction done.
Joumalists were, however,
from entering the
premises of the attacked
station.
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