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[POB Commander, Six Others Killed
in Joint Military, Police Operation

e Army officer, 3 policemen lost @ Group confi
govemor will pay dearly e Troops decimate

Tobdt Sontyl and Kingst
Nﬂenhm Abuja v

;l:‘K il boam-of- the Nigena
Nigedan Ammy,_and.
,& \mmml af State Servicss

(DX8), ina joint vperation ¢
v&mmh\ ) Q\ﬁm\i\ﬁ
_operptional headquarters of
Eastern %mnh,x\‘d\md\
TBSN), the military Sving of the
rasbad Indigenous i—\ le

g o &\!N"(PDB\ m ‘\“\'nam

© Amaof Imo Q.-m., ,hllm&,sazm
Tembers of.
The _r}rm\__\nd kanso
Comimander, Who was said to
“be B commander ot the [POB
~_nulifary, was amang the seven
Tlald dunnb an ex ge of
Tre betvreen government -

forces and ESN nghrem

An amy officer and three
Jiicemen also died in the _

S

S
a swift reaction to the
,am\.k, IPOB  confirmed

}' the killing of one of its
| oommtmdus but disputed

the security c.l;um that
ESN \wncFulm hea f st
was stormved. It said f

was ambushed.

The statement alleged that
Ikonso Commander iwas the
nusterraind of the attacks, in

~addition to multiple attacks
in twe South-east and South-
“south.

Y ___Ihe statement said, "The

_joint intelligence team had
_carlier interviewed several
amsted IPOB/ESN terrorists
in connextion with the April 5
attacks and they all confessed

Cammander who
pamed as Vice President
by thair leader; Nnamdi Kanu,
_and was the ane that mobilised
mwen and resources as well as
ordered and archestrated the
am’ﬁs an Owerri.

y equally revealad that
[konson was :’é le for
- many other attacks on police
stations across the two geo-

itical zones.' P

It said the i team

\ Jater "tracked POB/

top leader to his exact

location in Awomama village
where he (Tkanson) and his to
mmmandas were hibemating
dastardly acts
igerian state.
nouang the p
“of the joint operations team,

But

[POB/ESN terrodsts brought
heavy volume of fire on the
raiding team who swiftly
responded and overwhelmed
therm with superior fire power
that neutralised Ikonson and
SL\ of his top Commanders.

/L‘"ﬂadly however, a Second \ The Nigerian

Lieutenant _an IRT
“Operatives paid the. supreme

ce in the fire fight that

thme

lender of IPOB, Ninamdi Kanw”
The Army said the Chief
of Ammy Staff, Lt General
Ibrahim Attahiru, commended
the troops, the Police IRT, and
IB operatives for making the
ation a success.
Army along
“\with other security agencies
intelli

will sustain
kinetic m the South-

g&n\i The four officers who east and Southsouth until the

fought” Ve ¢
been evacuated to a mxhtz\ry
Rdlity inOweri.” ~
e army statement said
three AK 47 riffles, a Toyota
Sienna d\'an, and several other

items of value, inclu

suspected to be psyd;\%ggplﬁ
substances, were recovered and
were being processed by the
intelligence team to assist in
further investigations - and

operations in the area.

‘The statement added, "The
joint security team is alxeady
dominating the general
area while pmpamuonb for
further operations ‘are’ in
top The neutralised
Ikonson Commander had in
several occasions for

photographs-with

regions are free of terrorist _

aclivities," the statement said.

"~ [POB had denied being

behind the attacks in Imo State-

In a state_mentpby its
spokesperson, Emma Powerful,
on Saturday, IPOB said,
“The killing of the heroic
innocent Biafrans protecting
our communities and towns

Administrator of Imo State,
Hope Uzodinma, and all
those who had a hand in this
wickedness will pay dearly.
comvaniy Niseoan. seracty
i securi
o8 ot ety
Fulam terrorists but only flex

their muscles vgen they see
Biafra 3 tatms r murdering
Ikonso,g] the ESN (Eastemn
Security Network) unit
commander in cold blood,
Uzodinma -has stirred the
homet nest! He should get

dy for a stin
ma zodinma d g ecided to kill
Ikonso because he refused
his offer to head Ebubeagu
host security outfit formed
El South-east govemors.
zodinma has tried but
without success to lure ESN
s into Ebubeagu. He
had made irresistible offers
to them, which were turned
down, hence his resorting to
elimination of these patriotic
heroa who vowed never o

Biafra.
pe Uzodinma sent a lot
of emussaries to beg Ikonso
and other ESN officers to jain
Ebubeagu security outfit So,
because of their refusal to
betray Biafra agitation and our
leader Mazi Ninamdi Karw, the
hopeless govemnor mobilised
joint security forces to attack
them today.

"Conlrary to claims by the
cowardly security forces who

rms killing, says Imo
21 terrorists in Yobe

flee from terrorisls but kil
innocent dilizens, tteyt;:emm

mfo
of Eastern Securil Neh?:rE
They only ambushed Ikonso
but we pmm:se them hell for
this cowardlg
“Hope Uzodinma has
murdered sleep, so he should
be mdy to stay awake! Fulanj
terrorists p i
sellers in Enugu des|

police vans and atta ed
emment officials an lawful
with AK<7 butno amy,
police or DSS attacked them
ull now. But ESN opemtxvs
defendltri\]g our communities
against the terrorists are being
hunted like games every day.
The warld has kept quiet over
this atrocity until we begin

our own madness.”
Meanwhile, tmops
oo%fa Lafiya Dole
D) currently conducting
mm Tum lhlmbanFo

on Boko Haram/ Islzumc
State West Africa Province
(ISWAP) terrorists in Geidam,

the headquarters of Geidam
Local Government Area of
Yobe State. ;

of

IPOB issued a stem waming
ta Imo State Governar Hope
Uzodinma, saying he “will pay
dearly” for the killing of one

— of its’commanders.
A \In a related development,
< the ry authorities said—

T Gel Yobe State.

A stalarmtb—grthe rerian
Army, signed by thgﬁirmy
S igadier-General
Mohammed Yerima, said
the o tion in Imo State
was launched in the eary
hours of Saturday following
an inl ce report on

the location of TIPOB's
headquarters and

] movemer\t of the overall_|
commander, populady known
as Ikonso Commander. Igrwd
the Inelligence Respanse Team
(IRT) of the Police and DSS
team, alang with troops of 82
Division of the Nigerian Army,
had been on the trall of the

p since the attacks on the
Enno State Police Command

Gunmen kill Nine Persons in
Nasarawa Farming Community

Ukumbainlafia

ted to be
in the
es—teﬁa
Tiv

Gunmen_ suspecte
Fﬁﬁﬁf—herdsmen

‘T“’r‘e eported missin,

" The gunmen, wl'EWE% sad
to be carrying sophisticated
weapons, mvaded the
community at about 2:00am,
shooting sporadically.

It was gatl that
most of the victims were
majorly women and

scampering to safety during

5 Xma -
ocal Government Area of

m e, killing nine elis (m), AboylAduku (m)

the invasion of the area by the
Fulani herdsmen.
An vitness gave names
of somegf)‘f the g killed
uring the attack to vi\g:igg
'Tsd:aa Chiatyo (m), Ky
2a (f), Sewuese Tsekaa (f),
Cl'ua o (m), Aondoseer

d Mwuese Aseer (m).
ﬁ’msndent of Tiv
“Development - Association
(TIDA) in Nasarawa State,
Comrade Peter Ahemba,
canﬁmled the incident while

g with journalists

m Lafia and described the

attack as both unprovoked
and unfortunate.

He regretted that the attacks

tﬁle of the state,
y, those living at
the border areas between
Benue and Nasarawa States
have become a -recurring
decimal despite efforts by
the Nasarawa State Govemor,
Abdullahi Sule and his Benue
State counterpart, Samuel
to ensure lasting’
"Each time the
herdsmen have issues relating
to- implementation of the

anti-open ,gmzm law b
the Beg\ue tate gogvemmen{,

lheymandauackour(ﬁv),

peo le in Nasarawa State.
e are indigenous Tiv
850ple of Nasarawa State,
le are peace-loving people

and &‘leFlﬂamChn herdsmen must
stop atta ur le for
things theyg}mowpe:gﬁung
about he said.

He lamented that the uglly
development has led to

lacement of thousands
iv farmers in the area,
regre;gng that the incident
was happening at a critical
time farmers were set to
comumence the current
season.

While  acknowledging
efforts by the Nasarawa sState
govermnment lo ensure peace
and.security at the border
areas. of the state, the TIDA
President appea.led to the
state govet‘nment to direct

deployment of security

operatives to the trouble am
to forestall further breakdown
of law and order.

He called on the Tiv people
to remain calm and avoid
taking laws into their hands

s@:le the unprovoked attack
e state govemment was
g measures to restore
nommlcy

When™ the Nasarawa
State Police Command ‘'was
contacted over the killings,
Police Public Relations
of the command, ASP Nansel
Rambhan, said the command
was yet to receive any report
on any occurrence of such
from the area.
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