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Gunmen Kill Church Leader, Three
)thers in Nasarawa

at close range while frying to

Ipbawase UkumbainLafi

Another  survival, who

escape o a nearby bush, — narrowl escaged death,
Unknown gunmen, suspected Awh@_ that the gunmen
to-be-Fulany milt, yesterday  were Uwongul John Akodi _might have been ona mission

invaded Abebe communi% in and another who was simp
identified as Monday, saicﬁyo—
of Nasarawa State, kling 2 be a visitor to the communy
Catholic e, Mr However, Mr. Vitalis Adam
Augustine Avertse, and three and Friday Gooko escaped with

others during the fnvasion. — Varying degrees of gunshot
The gunmen, who were mqr}u}f'ilgsg ag%irees ate curently

id to have been armed with  receiving freatment at the

sophisticaed weapons, invaded - Genetal Hospital in Obl.

(he community at about 10pam,, O of the survivals, Adam,

and shot sporadically, forcing - who spoke with THISDAY on
inhabitants of the community  his hospital bed in Obi, caimed ...

to scamper for safety that the affack was unprovoked

One of the victims, Avertse, , as there had never been any
the church leader of Seint ~form of misunderstanding
Augustin’s Catholic Church  between members of the
i Al vity s Fther, Avetse community and the Flani
Akpa'am, was eporfecy shot™ herdsmen living in the area.
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to rb a member of the
attacked commurity of the
over N200,000. 00 realised
from the sales of some farm
procuce that took place in the
aftemoon of that fateful day.

“But the confusion is that if
the attackers wete on a mission

* to b, why dicn'ttake away

anything, including the monies

found in the pockets of some
of their victims?

"] think the incident is a
sign that another tound of
crises befween herders and
Tiv famerd in the southem
senatorial zone of the state
is about to commence if not
ni%ped in the bud,” he said.

resident of the Tiv Youth
Organisation in Nasarawa Sate,
Peter Ahemba, confirmed the
incident to journalists in Lai,

attack was a caloulated aftermpt
by enemies of peace to cause
another round of crisis within
the state. '

According to him, ‘It s
unfortunate that while the state
Governor Abdullahi Sule-led
administrafion is working hard
to ensure a peaceful state,
some selfish individuals were
working hard to sabotage the
government’s efforts.”

The youth president, howeve,
commended the  prompt

alleging that the ‘unprovoked’

response of the authorities of
Keana Local Government Area,
security opeatives, traditional
leaders in the area, just as he
called on the Tiv youths to
temain calm in the P;ce of the
provocation.

When contacted, the state
Police Public Relations Officer
(PPRO, Rambhan Nanse], caimed
that the Command was yet to
be briefed on the incident, as
well as at the time of filling
this report,




