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Youths Protest as Gunmen Kill Two in Jos

SI'FofﬁceIshadtopleadwuh' y

| Serlkl Admoyi mJos

: Re51dents of Trade—Cehti'e'

‘| Plateau State yesterday went

mlampage,fol]owmgﬁaelqllmg_
| of two’ persons by unknown

gunmen.
Special Adviser to Govemor

'| Jonah- Jang on” Meédia “and.

Publicity, Hon. Pam Ayuba,

| who narrowly escaped being -
lynched by the “yotths; “said
- one of the deceased was: d-

the people were relaxing outside
their” houses that five people

dressedmb]ackmaHﬂuxvan
opened fire on them. :
He said: “A man, who was

ar\dwmisamemberof

staff of the National Institute for

Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS),
Kuru could not run when others
fled during the stampede. Another
man who wanted to support him
to walk fast was shot in the arm

Hospital for:médical attentior.
“At first, whéi¥ fhé people saw -

<the atumkers ahghhng from. the

Hilux van, ﬁveof&\emdmssed
in black, they raised an alarm

and immediately the assailants
_opened fire on them.”

. Ayuba ‘said he was later told‘

: yesterday that the youths were

 protesting because they wanted
the state govemment to “feel the -

pains they.are going through.”
The Special: Adviser, who

also hails from Jos South, added -

that he. was neatly lynched.

The rampaging youths were *

said to have attempted blowing.
.- “up the linking bridge,

ButAyubaw}'lomp(xdédm

behalf of govexmatt,ocxdannad
trying to assist him to move .
fast was also shot in the hand .
and later died in the hospital. -
Ayuba said it was at about .
7.p.m. on December 30, when'

the youths acts, waming that they
were not expected to-take the
laws into their hands. - - -
"The Spokesman of the Special
Task Force (STF), Captain Salisu
Ibrahim Mustapha, who con-

: firmed the killing, said: “At

Kuru area close to NIPSS last
night (Sunday night), some

. unidentified gunmen came

to the community and shot at
people indiscriminately where
one Dung Mann died instantly
while wounding another. But this
moming (yesterday momning) the
youths came in their numbers
to barricade the roads and

repelling people

‘mandgmngout.' Caan
Mustapha said the - senior

- the " protesting youths  before
“on their own volition. |

" The military helicopters a]soj_ .

- infensified their survelllance" i
yesterday by. hovering in the |
air over the troubled spot, ]os Y

and its environs.

Meanwhile, the state Com-® &
missioner of Police, Mr. Chris ¥
Olakpe, held a stakeholders’ -..---!

_ meeting with religious leaders,

communities, youths, and other

leaders cautioning them against . -~ -

violence during the New Year .

celebration. -

-Olakpe, who. called out a]l
the representatives of thie youth
leaders, told them that the power
of violence and peace lied in'their

hands as they are still vibrant, -
- or otherwise. Thatis why I call yout

dynamic and exuberant.
He said he called them out

because if they found peace within
them there will be peace in the

entire state, which the youth Jeaders
affirmed.

According to him, “T am call-
ing yau also because you are the

vanguard for the movement for
or against peace on the Plateau.

But today, you are going to be
vanguard for peace.. This is-

V\d'nnll'aveimﬂ'adbaxm‘ard

ﬁzeamybodybecausetheyhave
lost strength. So, 1t1sﬁ\eyouﬂ1s

oppartunity fo say

. - us; an eraofd

that have the strength to either 1

- canry weapons or cudgels o fight . |

or destioy.
”Ywareﬂ]epﬂ]axsofﬂleslate
You are the leaders of tomorrow.
At the samme time, you are the ones
that can be used to foment trouble .

today to say ‘No to violence’, and
that all of you who are gathered
hetehavebeoomepaltarﬂpamel
ofﬂ\epeaoepmoasmﬂ\estate

“byebye toan
mMmﬂmmmwmi
anera
of violence, am-era ofhateand .
all kinds of evil.” . .
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