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Camp for flood victims

By Ernest Chinwo

About a month after flood sacked many communities in
Nigeria, the effect is still being felt at a time displaced people
are beginning to adjust to life in the relief camps.

Living in the camps is a mixed bag of sorrow and joy for the
internally displaced people. While some are dying, due to the
poor sanitary condition of the environment that has
aggravated their frailty, others are multiplying. In Ubie clan of
Ahoada-East Local Government Area of Rivers State, 12
persons have died.

But even as deaths are being recorded, so are births, as 11
children have so far been delivered in the camps established
for persons displaced by the floods. The births are being
recorded in camps at Abua Central, Abua/Odual Local
Government of the state.

The state government had set up about 12 camps to
accommodate the victims of the flood disaster in
communities of Abua/Odual and Ahoada-East, which
appears to be one of the worst-hit local government areas in

2sur13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

the flash flood that ravaged parts of the country.

THISDAY gathered that most of the victims who died were
those who took ill, essentially because of the poor sanitary
condition in the over-crowded camps. Medical attention was
said to have been poor, which helped to increase the number
of casualties.

Narrating the ordeal of those in the relief camps, Chairman,
Rivers State chapter of the Nigeria Medical Association
(NMA), Dr. Ibitrokoemi Faye-Kurubo, complained about the
situation in the camps. He gave details of the challenges
while briefing journalists at the opening of the 2012
Physicians’ Week in Port Harcourt Tuesday.

Faye-Kurubo called for the deployment of more medical
facilities in the camps to ensure better welfare for the
displaced. From the situation in the camps so far, unless
urgent and adequate medical attention is paid to the
condition of the people, it is possible that more deaths could
be recorded.

“Drugs and other medical aids should be deployed to the
relevant agencies in the camps considering the challenges
being faced by victims of the flood disaster and to avert
possible outbreak of epidemic and other water-related
diseases in the camps.

“During our (NMA) visit to the camps in Abua, we discovered
that 11 children have been delivered by pregnant women,”
Faye-Kurubo said, noting that it was not the best
environment for delivery.

But challenging as the camps are in terms of basic hygienic
and health standards, the 11 babies were all safely delivered
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and without complications. It could not be ascertained
whether there are standing gynaecological personnel to
assist women during childbirth, or whether the people
resorted to using local maternity methods to aid baby
deliveries at the camp.

It was also learnt that most of the people who died in the
flood in Ubie clan are from Ubio, Ogoda, Oshiobele and
Odiereke-Ubie  communities in  Ahoada-East Local
Government Area.

Given the extent of damage caused by the flood in the state,
most victims have faulted the Federal Government’s
categorisation of Rivers State as Category B when President
Goodluck Jonathan, on October 9, announced relief
packages for states affected by the flood disaster.

Rivers was classified into Category B states which were
given N400 million.

The four categories are Category A - N500 million, Category
B - N400 million, Category C - N300 million and Category D
-N250 million. Although it was considered a thoughtful
gesture from the Federal Government, many have expressed
fear that the amount is not enough to take care of the victims
even while in the relief camps, let alone rehabilitating their
homes, which have been devastated by the flood.

Several state governments have constituted standing
committees to organise and administer the affairs of those in
the refugee camps. Some states are already making
provisions for security in the various camps, as unconfirmed
reports have hinted of cases of rape and other types of crime
in the various relief camps across the country.
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Several individuals and government agencies have joined
the Federal Government and states in providing relief
materials to the various camps. The Niger Delta
Development Commission (NDDC), for instance, had
provided relief materials, including food items, beddings and
medicals to several relief camps within the region. The
Presidential Amnesty Office has also provided sundry relief
materials to victims of the flood in various states.

Tags: News, Nigeria, Featured, NDDC, Rivers Camps for
Flood Victims

Comments: 0

Rating:

(5)
Print

Like Z18 Tweet X7 4

Related Articles

Latest News

e FG Opens Third Mainland Bridge

Read more...

30 Oct 2012

e Man in Afghan Police Uniform Kills Two
Foreign Soldiers

Read more...

5sur13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

30 Oct 2012

e Man in Afghan Police Uniform Kills Two
Foreign Soldiers

Read more...

30 Oct 2012

e Possible Levee Break in New Jersey Floods
Three Towns

Read more...

30 Oct 2012

e Airport in Japan Closed After Workers Find
Unexploded WWII Bomb

Read more...

30 Oct 2012

6 sur13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...
Add your comment

Please leave your comment below. Your name will
appear next to your comment. We'll also keep you
updated by email whenever someone else comments on
this page. Your comment will appear on this page once it
has been approved by a moderator.

Your Comment:
Your Name:

Are you human?

X540
Fallor
| |
/ Post Comment \
Like
Add New Comment Login

Type your comment here.

~ Sort by popular now % ]

Showing 2 comments

PELETUS

The above gesture of the gov is very good but my fear is
that will the money be put into good use and then

7 sur13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

considering a corrupt country like Nigeria were we have
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6 days ago Like Reply
Homebase

Really

6 days ago Like Reply

M Subscribe by email S RSS

comments powered by DISQUS

Participat Required

@ LIVERPOOL

Ao T
LEARN MORE! w, Sy 4

And start enjoying

our simple world

8 sur13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi...

9sur13

Search

Search THISDAY

Sign In

Email Address

Sign In

Forgotten your Password?

Reqister

Search

Search THISDAY
Close

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

What would you like to find?

Please enter some keywords that you'd like to search for.
Your results will be displayed below.

Deputy Governor,
Economic Policy

Central Bank of Nigeria

30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi...

10 sur 13

thisdaylive.com on
Facebook

Like

92,085 people like thisdaylive.com.

ol Lo

Friday Mascot Precioous

Facebook social plugin

T

Find us on

Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

THISDAYLive

for android

Find our app on the

Blackberry
App World

‘;o'"f:.z 1

'wfjﬁ—l Available on the
P D App Store
W a

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi...

DOWNTO BUS

THIS@ DAY

Lagfs,

(,(I/ll(’ll’lf

& O

THISEYDAY byl 50

NIGERIA'S TOP 50 STOCKS BASED ON MARKET FUNDAMENTALS

| THISDAY BGL TOP 50 CRITERIA |

N

-
1 * Tam .

YoWindow.com yr.no

11 sur 13

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

¥ LivirRPOOL
ﬁ Management

% New Online
Programmes

MBA

MBA

MBA

MBA

more info

From the past 7 days...

Let NDANI take you inside GTBank

Read the lastest edition at ndani.gtbank.com

Most Trending on Thisday Thi
Popular ThisDayLive Tweets S
f

e JOS: e Featured

9l THISDAYLIVE
A Anti-corruption Delays

12 sur 13 30/10/12 15:39



12 Die, 11 Children Delivered in Rivers Camps for Flood Vi...

Gunmen
Kill Four
Friends,
Injure
Seven
Others

Read
more...

29 Oct 2012

THISG DAY

Appoints

e Otedola

e Lawan

e Conversation

e Exposed

e Jonathan

« ARRESTED

http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/12-die-11-children-deliv...

Costing Nigeria Billions:
bit.ly/SYgyTY

8 hours ago - reply - retweet -
favorite

G
Ne
Wi
H:

Join the conversation o

Olivetoneddiva How are
the billions spent? RT
@THISDAYLIVE:
Anti-corruption Delays
Costing Nigeria Billions:
bit.ly/SYgyTY

8 hours ago - reply - retweet -
favorite

Bayelsa_Updates RT
@NewsBytesNow:

CopNisit @IP&!2 Leaders & Company Limited, Co. Regn.

No. @)%@QZPij.acy StatementTerms & Conditions

« IFH

Port
Harcourt,

13 sur 13

30/10/12 15:39



