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30 F eared Dead in Another
Explosmn in P"Harcourt

in POrt Harcourt

Harcourt, Rivers State Capllal
yesterday, as multiple fire in-
cidents and explosion wrecked
havoc in four different locations

in the city.
A vessel went up in f] ot
e L resultant
of residents of the area as

feaﬁreg dead. ) :
exact number o

l}:oard ﬂ'\e V(BSEI could not
be determined, but it was leant
that crew members, welders who
came to par A
work on the vessel and some
pies to be students
from higher institutions in the
lost their lives in the o

Also, an early momfemﬁm
mguetwdd]a the PIEII\.ISGS two
outfits; the Rivers State

o~ Corporation,
AR e

93.7 Eta\ ertbird’s

FNI radio station

. in Port urt.
This came as the Joint
TaSkaI'Ce IG'I own as the

ger Delta set five tankers
fOI' ]llegal bunkenng on
fire along the Eneka-] Igwuruta
noad in the Clty
In the vessel indi ident,
who managed toi
nto the river were resct

Wﬂenﬂedto&,e%b%w

ers State government, although -

they were still unconscious.
ewitnesses said the vessel

OSIOII occurred at about‘

Wl’ﬂ\ the m
ha m yesierda fy when tre vesel
carry out a maintenance work,

‘fouo“mc‘ﬁalmka o the fory,
the e‘%’leﬁ'\ESSQSwho

ﬁEhIS nameasI kemo,smd
Weldets were: oo, s
the vessel’s fuel tank,
when the explosmn occurred.
Two other smaller vessels
near the vessel that exploded
also. went up in flames, but
there used water
um ping machines to put out
g‘le fire on the two ferries.
Five hours after the incident,
men from the Rivers State Fire
ice arrived the scene, but it
was difficult to put out the fire
because their vehicle could not
access the vessel.

left the scene the fire was still

ra

%!ll:eeyemm&ss said that the
explosion threw one of the weld-
ers several feet above the vessel,
even 25 the victim crashed back
into the raging fire, addin, that
the vibration affected buildi
in the area.

Another e,YeWItn% Isaac
Sanko said;, “The fuel ’aanker
of the shi was not pro
washed . e the wi

workbegm Themaresevver‘ﬁ

le inside it (vessel). Some

e o
Ona] COOIdlnatOr o f
E .’ South-South, Mr
ike Umnesj, said, “We have
not been able to ascertain how
Y involved in the
losion. NEMA and other
relevant agencies are still on
rescue work after which we
will make public how many

that may have died.”
In The Tide incident, the fire
st :llmkfi Whﬁlwassaldk)have
: p"e‘at‘ and propert ahg
t Vi
millions of Naira.

destroyed the 2nd floor of the
building affected the office of
the General Manager of the
corporauon, audit ep ent,

 CONVY

Credit Control office and the
Dald room l(mted on the left

wing of the floor. o

ram Mr- Cebtlfw %010, Sa]dI:

the fire may have been caused

by a faulty electrcal apph
The ]Omt Task Force

tlon Pulo Shiel
a]so sa1d it ed five tankers

I ;ﬁy involved in illegal oil
lankerswﬂeSEt

EWhﬂ‘eﬂ’l‘ﬁc:rudeﬂ‘ey
around the area.

It was leamnt that the vehicl
were takenofto the area (Flﬂdg"§
beitre being 2o sbiage. When
THISDAY v151ted the sce e,
residents of the community were

:Dplngth(EPIodudthat
had gathered nto some shallow
Pﬂs in the bush

of the JTF

andP“ﬁoRelﬂtlonsofﬁcerof
e ey
ort
thefomebumtmetankem
He said the vehides were used
in il ing of crude oil
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