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Governor of Benue, Mr Gabriel Suswan

By George Okoh

They were waiting, symbolically, for the resurrection of Jesus Christ. But they got
what they did not bargain for – rainstorm, thunder and whirlwind – which brought the
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church structure on their heads.

By the time the natural disaster was over, 22 persons – including a two-year-old boy
– lay dead. Critically injured were 35 other victims.

For  worshipers  at  St.  Robert’s  Catholic  Church,  Adamgbe,  Vandeakya  Local
Goverment Area of Benue State, Saturday night was a night of sorrow and pain.

They were keeping a vigil awaiting the resurrection but a natural disaster that had
never before been witnessed in the area happened.

Among the dead were 16 women and six children who had thronged the church to
usher in the Easter festivities.

Over 1000 worshippers had gathered at 9pm for the commencement of the open air
service within the premises of the church without a premonition of what awaited
them.

A witness said the service had commenced but midway into the worship, there was
a heavy rain storm and wind which forced the Parish Priest, Rev. Father Cosmos
Jooli, to relocate the service indoors into the 49-year-old church building.

But as the service was going on,  a strong rainstorm seized the building,  pulling
down the roof and walls on the worshippers which prompted a stampede and death
of many who could have survived the tragedy.

According to the witness, the wailing and cry of the victims attracted the attention of
villagers who stormed the church premises to rescue survivors.

He also disclosed that a family lost three members to the disaster.

Recounting  their  ordeal,  three  survivors,  Philip  Ierkwagh,  Mathias  Tyagber  and
Joseph Wuhe said the death toll was high among women and children.

They said the women and children, who died, were the first to go into the church
when the storm started and had the opportunity to sit near the altar which was the
first point that collapsed.

The men had sought shelter at a nearby primary school.
According to Tyagber, "many of the women died because they were occupying the
front  roll  and many of  them had their  children lying on mats.  Many of  the male
members of  the church took refuge in  a  nearby primary school  while  the storm
raged.”

"When the building came crashing down, many of the children and women were
instantly crushed.

"The death toll would have been higher but because most of those who were sitting
outside moved in quickly to rescue most of the survivors,” he said.
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In his account, the Parish Priest of the church, Father Jooli, who was still in shock,
confirmed that the church collapsed while the service was on-going.

He disclosed that the aged church was built in 1963, stressing that its pillars were
weak and not reinforced with iron rods.

"The age of the church building and the structural defects actually contributed to the
sudden collapse," he said.

He  added  that  the  weight  of  the  church  gave  way  and  crushed  the  dead
worshippers.

He said the bodies had been deposited at the Vandeikya General Hospital, while the
injured were being treated at the St. Elizabeth Maternity Health Centre, Vandeika,
adding that some had been moved to St. Monica Hospital in Adikpo, Kwande Local
Government Area.

The chairman of the council Benjamin Dogwo, who expressed shock and disbelief at
the disaster, said the prompt response of the council saved many lives.

Dogwo said the council would extend assistance to survivors and families that lost
relations to the tragedy.

When  THISDAY visited  the  site,  many  persons  were  seen  digging  through  the
rubbles of the collapsed building in search of possible survivors.

Reacting  to  the  incident,  Bishop  of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Makurdi,  Rt.  Rev.
Athanasius Usuuh, who prayed for the repose of the souls of the dead, said the
affected persons died in the service of their creator, the Almighty God.

Among the early callers at the tragedy site were the Deputy Governor of the state,
Chief  Steven Lawani,  the  Benue State  Commissioner  of  Police,  Mr.  Christopher
Katso, and other top government functionaries in the state.

After undertaking an on-the-spot assessment of the scene, Lawani commiserated
with families that lost their loved ones.

He also assured them that the state government would offset the bills of those in
hospitals just as he directed an immediate supply of relief materials to survivors.

Speaking on the incident,  the state Police Public Relations Officer (PPRO), ASP
Alaribe Ejike, who accompanied the state Police Commissioner to the site, said the
police did not see any foul play in the tragedy.

He dismissed speculations that the incident was caused by an attack as reported by
some foreign media agencies.

Tags: News, Nigeria, Featured, EASTER VIGIL, Tragedy

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

3 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03

joelle
Rectangle 
He said the bodies had been deposited at the Vandeikya General Hospital, while the
injured were being treated at the St. Elizabeth Maternity Health Centre, Vandeika,
adding that some had been moved to St. Monica Hospital in Adikpo, Kwande Local
Government Area.



TweetTweet 9 14

Comments: 0

Rating: 

 (2)
Print

Related Articles

Article

For the Umpteenth Time, Bombs Stalk the Land

Read more...

09 Apr 2012

Article

Blast Traumatises Kaduna Residents

Read more...

10 Apr 2012

Article

Mexico Baby Trafficking Dates Back over 20 Years

Read more...

21 Jan 2012

Article

NAPTIP: 33 Persons Convicted over Human Trafficking, Child
Abuse

Read more...

01 Mar 2012

Article

State Media: 21 Dead in China Mine Floods

Read more...

9Like

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

4 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



06 Jun 2011

Latest News

Iheanacho: Appointments to NIMASA Must be De-politicised

Read more...

10 Apr 2012

The Botched Graft Trials

Read more...

10 Apr 2012

Trust These Girls With Your Money

Engagements By Chidi Amuta. Read more...

10 Apr 2012

The Worst Form of Thievery…

The Wig & Skirt By Funke Aboyade Read more...

10 Apr 2012

NNPC’s Oil Lifting Guidelines Violate Local Content Law

Read more...

10 Apr 2012

Comments (5)
Read other user's comments about this page. You can add your own comments
below.

May their soul rest in peace

From: Brendan Akwo
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may their soul rest in gentle peace.
We pray that the government will not forget them & also the church should
always remember them, their family, & also surpport them in any way they can.

From: shola okechukwu
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Flag as inappropriate

may d almighty God condole the decease family & grand them eternal rest.

From: Harry Babs
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Flag as inappropriate

This is an unfortunate situation in a place of worship but i pray for their souls to
rest in peace, IJN amen

From: larry raph
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Flag as inappropriate

So this proves it... Jesus, Bible and most all ideas about our Christian world are
false tools, created to control and generate wealth.
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Posted: 1 hour ago

Flag as inappropriate

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

6 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



Add your comment

Please leave your comment below. Your name will appear next to your comment.
We'll also keep you updated by email whenever someone else comments on this
page. Your comment will appear on this page once it has been approved by a
moderator.

Your Comment: 
Your Name: 
Are you human?

Post Comment

Sign In

Email Address

••••
Sign In

Forgotten your Password?

Register

Search

Search THISDAY

Close

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

7 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



What would you like to find?
Please enter some keywords that you'd like to search for. Your results will be
displayed below.

Lawal Yakubu Umar Sonny

Omar Auwal Abdul

thisdaylive.com on
Facebook

35,271 people like thisdaylive.com.

Like

Facebook social plugin

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

8 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



YoWindow.com yr.no

 

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

9 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



From the past 7 days...

Most
Popular

For the
Umpteenth
Time,
Bombs
Stalk the
Land

Read more...

09 Apr 2012

Explosives
Go Off in

Trending on
ThisDayLive

Featured

Kano

Jonah Jang

Easter day
Bombing

KADUNA

Bomb Blast
Rocks

Thisday
Tweets

ThisDay Poll

Should
Government
Negotiate
with Bko
Haram?

Yes
No

Vote  Results

Extreme Prejudice- a
book
A terrifying true story:
using the Patriot Act to
coverup 9/11 & Iraq
www.createspace.com/3462678

Is Jesus Really God?
Scholars Examine the
Facts About Jesus'
Claims to be God
Y-Jesus.com

The Progressive
Realist
a metablog about
American foreign policy
www.progressiverealist.org

FT™ Trusted News
Source
Visit Financial Times™
Online & Get America
Current News & Info.
www.FT.com/America

Terrorism
Read About Breaking
News & Current Events -
Download Free Toolbar.
www.HeadlineAlley.com

Join the conversation

sbucareer Iheanacho:
Appointments to NIMASA
Must be De-politicised:
bit.ly/HWSzwG
7 minutes ago · reply · retweet ·
favorite

THISDAYLIVE Iheanacho:
Appointments to NIMASA
Must be De-politicised
bit.ly/Iv5dEt
6 minutes ago · reply · retweet ·
favorite

THISDAYLIVE Iheanacho:
Appointments to NIMASA
Must be De-politicised:
bit.ly/HWSzwG

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

10 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03



Jos

Read more...

09 Apr 2012

36
Confirmed
Dead in
Kaduna
Bomb
Blast

Read more...

08 Apr 2012

Okonjo-
Iweala
Faces
W'Bank
Panel

Read more...

09 Apr 2012

How 16
Women,
Six
Children
Died in
Easter
Vigil
Tragedy

Read more...

10 Apr 2012

Ngozi
Okonjo-
Iweala

Useful Links

About Us
Advertise
RSS
Alerts
Archives
Contact Us
Twitter
Facebook

Copyright © 2012 Leaders & Company Limited, Co. Regn. No. 214 307Privacy
StatementTerms & Conditions

How 16 Women, Six Children Died in Easter Vigil Tragedy,... http://www.thisdaylive.com/articles/how-16-women-six-chil...

11 sur 11 10/04/12 11:03


