: distraught father of
the convicted Boko
Haram spokesman,
Ali Sanda Konduga,

yesterday denied his son’s
involvement in the activi-
ties of the Islamic sect, say-
ing he has been a mental
case since childhood.

At a press conference in
Abuja, the elder Konduga
condemned the s
trial and conviction of his
son at an . Abuja
Magistrate’s Court. He
said- the family thought
had he would face a prop-
er trial with legal represen-

Anyaoku: Africa’s Democracy ‘Still a Plant of Tender Growth'

ormer Commonweal'ﬂl

held at Brown University,
Providence, Rhode Islan
United States.

of in
Africa’, oku said, the issues
connected with the building and
oonsolidation of democracy in
Africa today stem from two relat-
ed sources - "the legacy of the old
politics and the needs of the new.”

Under the old style of politics,
he said while ition parti
were not b outrightly, the
ditizenry were made to perceive

ating agai nati

iland et

This, he said, was made easy
by the fact that the notion of polit-
ical ition did not exst in

Anyaoku added that the cam-
e sty conpied with yat
ous forms of oppression, which

made jtion figures to defect
oie

'&eolds%l:
politics which dominated
continent for three decades was

now over, its legacy would take
sometime to undo.
He added that this had cast a

« L:R Mr. Sam Okojere, CBN Assistant Director/Project Assurance Manager PSV 2020, Mrs Eunice King of Nigeria Inter
Bank Settlement System and Mr C.C Efegi, Branch Controller CBN Uyo, at the CBN one day public sector enlightenment

forum on end-to end electronic payments which held in Port Harcourt..
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e ‘We’'ll appeal judgement’

From Kunle Akogun
inAbuja

tation “for us to explain the
unfortunate circumstances
surrounding his mental
health.”

Saying that the family -

had "decided to appeal
Konduga’s conviction, the
Second Republic parlia-
mentarian, who was the
leader of the defunct Great
Nigerian Peoples Party in
the House of

From Tokunbo Adedoja
in Providence, USA
African countries, including

ment do not take place.”

He ‘ailmsio d1:uoted %fat chief
dating demoaacygn?Afn'm was
the issue of governance, addi

Representatives between
1 and 1983, stressed,
“Ali Sanda Konduga has
faced mental challenges
since his childhood and it
is unfortunate that we now

- find ourselves in this situa-
- tion.”

On why the family failed
to arrange legal represen-
tation for Konduga before
his conviction, the septua-
E‘e\narian said, “I never

ew of his arrest until he
was paraded on television

governance and visionary lead-
exship that was for
the political instability, ethno-

religious conflicts, corruption
economic  underdevelog
ment that had become wi
spread on the continent.
e o
an inter-

zns}ed diplomats, induding
rmer Ul %Axlgassador to-
Nigeria, Mr. Carington
his wife, Dr. Arese, the for-
mer saibe of  the
Commonwealth also paid trib-
ute to Professor Achebe describ-
;n;gorl'tix?\ as " a spedal African
I am proud and hon-
oured to call a compatriot and a
fellow Igho".

Four Ma]igrs Die in Accident

our persons identified as

Malian nationals yester-

day Tost their lives, while

11" others sustained

juries, in a motor accident

which occurred along the
Benin/ Agbor road.

The acddent was said to
have involved a commuter
bus belonging to the “The
Young Shall Grow” group
and another vehide whose
particulars could not be
immediately ascertained.

It was gathered that the
commuter bus was trying-to
overtake a trailer when
another vehide hit it from
behind.

Asat press time, the bodies
of the dead passengers were
deposited at the University of

From Adibe Emenyonu
in Benin City

Benin Teaching Hospital
mortuary, while the injured
f were being treat-
ed at the hospital and a pri-
vate clinic along Sapele Road,
in Benin City. :
THISDAY leamnt that none
of the passengers was identi-
fied to be a Nigerian. “Many
of the are from
Mali and none could speak
Engsh," a source at UBTH
sai

Consequently, the source
xevealed,ofﬁda}]’softheState
Security Service have been

to investigate the ori-
ins of the passengers and

Convicted Boko Haram Chief Insane, Says

and arrai in court.”
The elder Konduga,
however, apologised to
Senator Ali Ndume, who
was mentioned by his son

Fathe r “for the pain and embar-

rassment caused them on
account of the purported
aims of my son.
as one of the sponsors of We plead for under-

e candesng crgamen. _ sindngofall = v s
tion and is currently in * unfortunate and im "
detention, as well as the = [ cte LYot ot e?clgllii- '
entire elders of Borno State sel representation.”

Fraud: Magistrate Decries Delay Tactics
by Ogun PDP Stalwarts, Counsel

hief Magistrate, Court 1,
Wuse 1l Abuja, Mrs.
Oyebiola - hasquo,udeu-;ed
what she descaribed as continu-
wsanddelmAp’bola y-tactics de
Barrister Aj dhuyide,
1gn))lunzieltosx:zmest;.alwar!,?mfthe
Peoples Democratic Party in
of signatures and handwritings
of some candidates of the party
during the April National
Assembly elections.
ewunmi said the move is
notonly counter-productive asit
is evident in the light of the pro-
not in the overall interest of all
- concerned to deploy such delay
tactics in the way of justice.
Recall that the purported
chairman of the harmonized
executive committee of the PDP
in Ogun State, Bashorun Dayo
Soremi, Mr. Semiu Sodipo,
State PDP secretary, Mr.
Agbi;Olokun, PDP chairman
for amu LGA, Olufemi
insity, PDP chairman for
Ikenne LGA and Abiodun
Taiwo, PDP chairman for Remo
North LGA were all accused of
conspiring to switch names of
some candidates of the party
who had been duly elected to
stand for the April, 2011 National
Assembly elections.

The victims are Hon. Dave
Salako(,iMn Abiodun Oni and
Mr. Adegboyega Salami. While
Salgxko;anamfe was substituted
wi t of Mr. Oladi
Olatm’ndeAdebutuasmx&:g;
of the party for Remo Federal
Constituency, Oni's was
replaced with Mr Ki?fode
Amusan for Abeokuta North,
Odeda/Obafemi Owode
Federal constituency and Salami
Jost his ticket to one Joshua

| was met by the students who were dancing and hailing him

. recently

because attempts to continually
By Olawale Olaleye e O e o of o
the health of his dients noted  court would no longer work.
with di i , attempts She noted in strong terms that
by the stalwarts and their i’ most unfortunate that min-
counsel to waste the time of the  isters in the temple of justice are
oourt. the ones delaying determi-
The ]ﬁfudge who daimed nation of the case  the
knowledge of the antics warned g:sl\fdls sometimes musin-
the PDP stalwarts not to make that delay is caused by
the court go tired of its patience  the courts.

According to eyewitness, Modunga was shot dead 2
1030amwith two of his friends just about 40 minutes after his

L& . .
Almajiri Education

The ican Bishop of Diocese, Ebonyi State,
Rt. Rev Paul A. Udogu yesterday faulted federal govern-
ment’s alleged nditure of billions of naira on Almajiri
education as well as the introduction of the Islamic Banking
System in the country. In his Presidential Address/Bishop’s
A 2nd Sesaion of the Synod of

 Chusch of St. Paul, Afikpo at

eric alleged that the federal

government through the Minister of Education, Prof.

| Rukayatu Rufai, was spending Billions of Naira to train

future “Islamic fanatics”, insisting that Almajiri education
was not acceptable to his Church. -

Awolowo Moumns Ojukwu
The Obafemi Awolowo Foundation has condoled with the

widow of late Chief Emeka Odumegwu his entire
family and the entire nation “on the sad i
iperian.” A stat i

i

Poly Students Hail Ajimobi

Govemor Abiolx Ajimaobi of Oyo State on Friday received

a standing ovation from the students of The i
Ibadan for reverting their tuition fees back to what they were
paying before it was increased by the Alao-Akala’s
administration early this year. The governor, who is the Visitor
to the institution, had gone there for the 27th convocation cer-
emony for the award of diplomas and for the 2009/2010
As the govemnor was alighting from his vehicle, he

for coming to their rescue. v
Harvest Thanksgiving
The adult annual sgiving Service of the Assemblies

of God Church, Isolo, h today at the church’s
Kr:andses at No. 3, itan College Road, Off Ire-Akari
d, (Metro B/Stop) Isolo. A statement from Mr. Hope
Njoku and Mr. Chimezie Anyanwu, Chairman and Secretary
theHarvestCommitheeresgﬁvely,saidﬁnepmgramme
would have as its theme “Celebrating God’s Wondrous
Works”, A power-packed sermon will be conducted by the
host pastor, Rev. EC. Okeremgbo (Asst. Lagos District
Superintendent). . -

Grace 2011

* This year’s Grace of the Household of God
church, Oregun, comes up on Sunday, December 11,
2011 at the church’s auditorium. Top dignitaries .

include Govemor Peter Obi of Anambra state and Obi of
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