Firiday, January 23, 2009 .

Meeting (AGM ) held in Port Harcourt, Rtvers ‘State...yesterday
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» Managing Director/CEO, Skye Bank Plc., Mr. Akinola Akinfemiwa (lefy), and the bank’s Chau-man , Alhaji Musdm Sm:th atits Annual General _

ICPC Probes Ondo A'ccounts"

till grappling with the stop-
page of over N8billion con-
tracts it awarded, by the
Economic and  Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
the Independent Corrupt
Practices and other related
offences Commission (ICPC),
has placed the financial activi-

ties of Ondo State government

since 2003 under another round
of scrutiny.

But unlike the EFCC, ICPC
went further in its probe by
extending its searchlight to
local government councils by
requesting for details of all cap-
ital projects embarked upon by

all the 18 local government :

councils in the state from 2003
to date.

ICPC, in its letter with
Reference Number:
ICPC/INV/MIN/T.Y/18
addressed to Commissioner for
Finance and referred to the
Accountant General of the
State, Mrs Folake Ogunnika
and titled: Investigation activi-
ties: Request
Information/Docpatents, said it

was investigating a case of an
alleged violation of. provisions
of the ICPC Acts No 5 of 2000,
against some civil/public ser-
vants in Ondo State.

Signed by its Head of
Department (HOD)
Investigation, Mr Sotonye L.
Wakama, a Deputy Commiss-
ioner of Police (DCP), the anti-
corruption agency ordered the
state government to provide

Corruption, Insecurity:
Summons OklI‘O Aondoakaa Farida _

yesterday summoned the

Inspector Gereral of Police,

M. Mike Okiro, the Minister
of Justice and Attomey General of -
the Federation, Mr. Michael
Andoakaa as well  as the
Chairman of the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), Mrs Farida Waziri, over
the spate of corruption  and inse-
curity in the country.
Che tnoa:eexpectedtoappear

the Joint (Mlhtaxy) Task Force
(JTF) on the Niger Delta killed
over 90 persons and destroyed
over 300 boats along the creeks
and rivers of Bayelsa State in
2008.

The allegatlon rattled mem-
bers of the Presidential Task
Farce on Inter-agency Maritime

Security even as they called for

the payment of compensation to
affected families.

The presidential task force led
by Real Admiral, Dele Ezeoba, at
a Public Hearing in Yenagoa was
- told by the Chairman of the state
chapter of the Maritime Workers’
Union ', Comrade Sylvanus
Egele, that many of the Union
members were killed by soldiers
at the height of militancy in the
state last year.

Egele called on the Federal
Government to prevail on the
commanding officers of the Joint
Military Task to release report of
_ investigations done on the
" alleged ‘killing and ensure the
. immediate prosecution of those
involved to deter other trigger

FCT Report: Mark Promises Th

enate President, Senator David
Mark, said yesterday that the

nate  would = thoroughly
debate and consider the - rec-

~ ommendations in the report of the -

‘Senate’ Joint Committee that
investigated the activities of past
administrations in the Federal
Capital Territory.

The committee, headed by
Senator Abubakar Sodangi, had

details of all capital projects in

“all the 18 local governments

from 2003 to date.

The Commission also direct-
ed the Accountant General to
furnish it with a list of all
Millennium  Development
Goals Projects embarked upon
by the state government within

_ the same period.

It also sought to know who
gave the state government the

authority to deposit the state
government finance$/funds in
interest yielding accounts as
well as the exact amounts
deposited in all such interest
yielding accounts from May
2003 to date, as well as the actu-

al amount of interest accrumg

there from.

The ICPC’s summon was
received in the office of the
Finance Commissioner on
January 15, 2009.

House

From Onwuka Nzesht
in Abuja

.such dastardly acts.

Justice where they would answer
questions on the increasing spate
of general insecurity and the skep-
ticism currently surrounding the
execution of the anti-corruption
war in the country.

Others expected fo appear
before the committee include the
Director General . of the State
Secunty Serv1ce (SSS),

happy soldiers fmm engagmg in

The presidential task force
which was set up by the Federal
" Government to fashion ways on
~ checking - illegalities ~ along
Nigerian waters, was told of the
rising cases and the involvement

of soldiers in the killings of inno-
cent citizens between March and ;

November last year.

From Sufuyan OJezfo
inAbuja :

recommended jn the 75-page -

report, the indictment of former

Minister, Malam Nasir el-Rufai.
‘He gave the assurance at the

end of plenary, saying that the

Upper House would consider the

repmtofﬁleoonnmueeeoverm

Chairman, Independent Corrupt
Practices and Other Related .

Offences Commission (ICPC) ,
Justice Emmanuel Ayoola as well
as Secretary, Code of Conduct
Bureau, Alhaji Musa Buba. -

In a letter of invitation . to the
Attorney . General of the
Federation and copied toheads of
other security agencies the House
of Representatives Committee on
Justice said the security situation in
the country and the rising wave of
firancial and other cnmes had
made the summons

The letterread in. pant: “InV1ew
of the worrisome security, law and
order situation in Nigeria and pub-
lic skepticism concerning the
implementation of the anti

are cardinal aspects of the seven-
point agenda of the present admin-
istration of the federal govem-
ment, the committee on justice

to an interactive session on the

activities of your effice and the rel-
evant law enforcement agencies.”

orough Debate

MarksaldeverySenatorwho

| was. interested in contributing to

However, at the resumed

debate on the report yesterday,
Senator Jibril Aminu expressed
concem that despite all the claims
by .the el-Rufai administration to

. the restoration of the Abuja master

Kalu: I Didn’t Attack Yar’Adua

ormer Abia State Govemor,

Orji Uzor Kalu, yesterday

denied reports quoting him

as describing President
Umaru Musa Yar' Adua "sick and
incompetent.”

Kalu described the report as the
work of mischief makers and
political lepers.

In a release signed by Media
Assistant to Kalu, Emeka Obasi,
in reaction to a publication in a
Lagos based national daily, Kalu
said as one who stood by the

Ptemdemdlmnghlsdaysofmed-‘

ication abroad, he would be the
last to use health as a political
weapon, not even at the tradition-
al Igbotonma festival in Igbere.
Kalu, who (i}sJPAl;eé)géleg
Progressive Alliance
of Trustees Chairman, reiterated
his resolve to contest the

Pres1dency at the appropriate -

"As a free citizen of Nigeria, I
have the right to aspire to any
position. But I will not tie my
ambition to the President's health.
Those who want to kill political

opposition by all means are only -

for an alternative, which is

the mxh , and that will be dan-
gerous,” he said. Kalu also
explained that he was in Enugu to

_visit his in-law, an oil magnate, .

and did not discuss the election

“tribunal.
"Yes, I visited my in-law in -

Enugu. What is wrong with that?
He is not a politician. Those who

go to the oil magnate to collect :
-money don't know where we are .

coming from. I have no business
with the tribunal. The judges in

their conscience know that I have -
» stayedc]earofﬂlcwsw“hesa:d

plqn,nophyswalexpamm apart
from demolition, took place in the
capital city.

He argued that the recertifica-
tion embarked upon by the admin-
- istration was an ego trip to make
him the only Minister of the FCT
with “ his “signatures on the
Certificate of Occupancy (C of O).

Aminu said: “El-Rufai wielded
so much powers that he has to
abuse them. The recertification

~ exercise, which he embarked .

upon that has created so much
confusion should not be allowed
to stand because all he wanted was
to ensure that only his signature is

" on the C-of-O of land in Abuja.”

-hasaprmlege

tion and rule of law policies which -

invites you as the chief law officer

Petrodel Concludes Seismic Survey

Petrodel Resources Limited, a Niger Delta concern, has con-

cluded a 2D seismic survey in its licence offshore |-

. The survey was carried out by the Munin Explorer
and was com wnhmISdaysDurmgthistlme the vessel
mapped 1 metres in waters between Tanzania, Pemba

Island and Kenya. The company will now pm and mterprete
its results, afterwhmhltplmwtofann lown from its current
100 per cent positiondn Petrodel Resources expects to
carry out a further 3Dse1sm|csurvey offshore Latham, and to
dnlloneexplorahonwellonshorel(lmbql Both licences are also
in Tanzania, Aﬁ'lca.Peu'odellsapnvately-held exploration
and producnon pany. The company's main assets are in
Tanzania, where it holdsmterestsmthreeheenees

PDP: Court Stays Execution -
~of Earlier ]udgment |

Justice Sumiaa); Tmo of an Abia State
Umuahia yesterday ordered a stay of execution of the Judgment
Sate chaptes oF the Pooples Destoceatic Party (PP, Chit

of e0] s

Alfredo Awah. Jusucehnoalsoorderedthatstatusquoantebe
maintained, adding that the Ndidi Okereke-led state executive be
allowed umnterrupted access to the secretariat. "In the:
interest of justice, and to ensure peace in the party camp, the exe-
cution of ejudgmententeredmthrssmtonthebasnso terms
of settlement is stayed pending the dis of the applications.
Suit is adjourned to Feb: 5 for adoption of written
addresses of counsel,” Justice

Adeboye to Ded1cate RCCG

Provincial Headquarters

e
. r e on an

24,2009 dedicate the Provincial r{&dquam:s of RCC
Province 22. Pastor Adeboye will also dedicate other facilities

such as the new administrative office complex and the children
church complex, all within the same premises at 2/8 Pasoku
Street. Ikorodu, 0S. Bneﬁn% hmgﬂsmlkomdu, on the ded-
mtlon, the Provmclal Pastor, said dedication is
another milestone in the history of the province. “God in His
faithfulness, hasmadeﬂleeomgehonofalltlmeprojectsatthe
provincial headquarters possibie. And the province has

well over 240 parishes spreading around Ikorodu, Agbowa,| -
Ketu, Epe and its environs.

Hohdays and Cash

President and Chief Executive Oﬁeer, HolidaysandCash, Mr.
Mlcllael Faust, will be. January 23;

with members and mtendmg members of HolldaysandCash in
, Al and Port-Harcourt from January 24, 2009.

cash is available in every countryof the world and
haspmvednsmtematlonalappwlmthexpansmnmwmre ,
than30wunh1ww1thm30%sofime ption. The% -
cost of $240 for a year of incredil leggneﬁts
with ne y fees. The pack gives purchasers to an on-line
portal Ihat searches for travel deals of over 900.000 around the
Elobe This incentive is for all members at the lowest prices for

otels, flight booking and resort around the world.

NITEL: BPE, Not Responsible for
Workers’ Plight — Akunyili

Minister for Informanon and Communication, Profe-ssor
Dora Akunyili, yesterday in Abuja absolved the Bureau for
Public Enterprises (BPE) from the plight of former staff of
Nigerian Telecommunication Ltd (NITEL). She stated this while
mcemngthetopmanagementdelegatmnofﬂleBPE led by its
Director- General, Dr. (Mrs.) Irene Chigbue in her office. She
said BPE was not responsible for the non-payment of their five

years severance package that was promised as retirement bene-

fits by the management of the disengaged staff in 2006, contrary
to public opinion. According to her, the former staff of NITEL
who picketed the BPE offices last week are’ partly to be blamed
for their plight.“NITEL structures are more solid than: these of.
private telecom tors. To the NITEL staff that ‘picketed
BPE government is working hard to pay you.

Pa Onyejepu Passes On

The first indigenous rme;pdof , Lagos, a dis-
tinguished educationist. g\/lr obertK“:ﬁwue Onyeyggu
dead. Born on September 2, 1924, On;'ejegl on
January 16, 2009mhlsfamil i-ichi, Nnewi,
Onyejepu was educated at the Government College,
Umualnaandthel-llgherC , Yaba, While at the Higher

ollege, Yaba, he sat and the intermediate Bachelor of
W ersity of London as an éxternal stu-

dent;- Itwassudaagreatfeatmﬂ:osedaysﬂlatltearnedﬁ'ont

page headline in Zik’s West African Pilot. InJanuary 1947, he

was appomted Master Grade III and posted ﬁr College,

Lagos where he ughll 1949 when he won govern-
then University College, Ibadan.

..Etisalat’s Head of Corporate

Communication Too

of Corporate: Commnicanions, Nevugs Nwoke, She.dieq. on
'woke on
January 8, 2009, mIAﬁ after a brief illness. Born in 1967,
Nwoke was educated Unjversity of N!gena Nsukka (1989)
and the University of , bagging a B
and Literature and an .A-IntemahomlLawanleplomacy
(1996) respectively. She also attended several local and interna-
tional courses in the development of her professional career. In
February 2008, she became Senior K’[an er, Corporate |
Comm%muons, Etisalat Nigeria, bringing hh her almost 20
years of dynamic e gathered in top notch multination-
ablnkeMI‘NNig’el;ele,BntlshCouncﬂandShellPetmlemn
Development Company, ngena
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