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Kidnapped Expatriates Freed
From Ahamefula Ogbu in Port Harcourt, 07.28.2008

Eight expatriates on board a Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) tanker off Bonny
Rivers  kidnapped Saturday morning,  have
been released unconditionally by their 
captors.
Three of the expatriates are Russians, four
Lithuanians and one Latvian, all  employees
of Global Gas and Refining Limited.
Sources said  the release was sequel to the  intervention of one of the key
players in the  company who hails from  Degema Local Government Area of
Rivers State. He allegedly  protested to all  Ijaw armed groups in the region
over the  kidnap and killing  of two of his staff.
Following the outcry, an unnamed Ijaw group, with the support of major armed
groups in the region, was asked to fish out the expatriates wherever they may
be. They were located while their captors were preparing  to  demand for
ransom.
Contacted, Spokesman of the Joint task Force in Rivers State, Lt. Colonel
Sagir Musa, told THISDAY that  they were released in good health, without 
payment of  ransom.
?They were released yesterday evening and no ransom was paid. JTF does
not negotiate or pay ransom. However, I do not have details yet on the
release, but I can confirm  that they have been freed,? Musa said.
The LPG tanker was allegedly attacked by  six armed men who cashed in on
the restriction on firing within a certain range of the tanker, which made 
security  men on board to hold fire.The attack on the LPG tanker came less
than 24 hours after a vessel with 11 Russians and Filipinos; ?Herkules? was
attacked off the coast of Bonny.The attack  lasted for over two hours, before
the gunmen made  away with the expatriates after killing the two civilian
workers, in addition to carting away all moveable valuables on board the
tanker.Security report gave the location of the attack as Buoy 38/39 on the
Yellow platform on the Bonny River, adding  that the firepower with
sophisticated weapons completely overwhelmed the security men on
board. ?Information at the disposal of the JTF, Operation Flush-Out III indicates
that six heavily armed men between 1.am to 3.45 am, at the Yellow Platform,
Buoy 38/39 shot two civilians and abducted eight expatriates on an LPG
tanker along the Bonny River.?The motive for the abduction is both pecuniary
and criminal and as such, security agencies in the state have been alerted
and directed to be on the watch out, with a view to apprehending the culprits,?
Sagir said.  
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