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Mlhtants K111 3 Soldiers, 4 C1V111ans

of the Nigeria Army
and militias operating
along the Niger Delta
yesterday were locked

in a pitch battle that left at least -
three ‘soldiers- and four dvil- -

ians dead .and severat othexs
wounded.
Eyewitnesses said trouble

From Segun James
"in Yenagoa

started when some youths
suspected to be militants

‘accosted a boat conveying the

soldiers and civilians along the
Obioku creek in Nembe Local
Govermnment area of Bayelsa

State and opened fire on
them. ,

The action of the militias
was said to have caught
unaware the soldiers attached
to the 73 Battalion of the Joint
Military Task Force (JTF), who
were going on a routine visit
to Yenagoa from Nembe

FG Disburses N45bn to Petroleum Mafketers

etroleum  marketérs
and  the  Nigerian
National ~  ‘Petroleum

‘Corporation, NNPC, amount-

ing to. N45bn as stibsidy for

- the import of petrol and
. kerosene for the months of
January to May. 22008 have

been ‘paid by the Federal
Government. .

e AT e revgnbatrm il fom o~

\ utstanding " claims ~ by

From Patrick Ugeh
in Abuja

Ministry. Finance.
Governiment therefone opes
that the settlement of the mar-
keters’ claims will encourage

: B\roducts procuremerit into

e system there ensurin;
: av ablhty of lucts o ;
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While mmnendm
keters f(l))r their unrelenting
Su rt by continuing to
cux%pg ucts under BSF

marketers are assunedthatthe

g overnment is fully commit-
e

d to paymt% their claims

more as efforts are
ly release of funds into the PSF
the * Central
Bank.
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three of them along

w1th e civilians in the attack.
Meanwhile, the remaining
wounded soldiers battled He
militants and were able to
reach Yenagoa, where they
were quickly taken to the
Federal Medical Centre
(FMC) for treatment. Their

fate was still unknown as at

press time.

thThe soldiers were among
e contingent protectm

BrassLN(,g mBr%ss :
“Although he refused 'to-

conﬁrm the killin . +the

Commander of 73

Battalion of the

“Yenagoa, Lt. Col. Chns
“said his men have embarke

being made to ensure month. *© Ofra search mission to Obioko

community, which is another
euphemism for troop deploy—

-ment..

iy



