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M111tants War Worsens, 30 K111ed

ar of supremacy
among militant groups
in the creeks of the
Niger Delta worsened
yesterday, as no fewer than 30
persons have been killed.
Prince Igodo, whose camp
was invaded by rampaging
warriors from Ateke Tom's
camp, had been reported dead
from injuries he sustained dur-
ing battles with the invaders.
It would be recalled that
Igodo, in company of another
militant leader, Captain Africa,
led militants in Bayelsa State
to sign a peace pact with the
state government last year,
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From Segun James
in Yenagoa

Reports from the creeks
have it that the war between
Igodo and Ateke Tom, whose
soldiers have successfully
routed about eight smaller
militia groups in the creeks of
Southern Ijaw, an area which is
well noted for guerilla warfare,
started when Igodo refused the
Ateke Tom’s men passage
through his territory.

The refusal soon degenerat-
ed into a battle, at the end of
which. - Igodo's camp was

destroyed. A wounded Igodo
who was shot on both legs was
spirited away by his soldiers.
Unconfirmed reports said he
died in the early hours of yes-

. terday, at the

Cmmunity Cottage Hospital,
where he was rushed for treat-
ment.

When contacted Bayelsa

Ekeowe .

State Command Police Public
Relations Officer, Iniobong
Ibokette, allayed the fear of the
people saying the state is
calm.
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Meanwhile, B“ﬁjfel“a
Governor, Timipre Sylva;, has
lamented that the multi-faceted
developmental challenges in
the region was due to the divi-
sion among various ethnic
groups. He, therefore called on
the leaders to find ways of
bringing the people together.

Electoral Reform: CAN, Women Groups Seek 2- -party System

hristian ~ Association . of

Nigeria (CAN) and Gender

Reforms and Constitutional

Campaign Committee yes-
terday at the on going public
hearing of the Electoral Reform
Commission in Abuja called for
the scrapping of the multi-party
structure and its replacement
thh a two—party system

From Chuks Okocha
in Abuja

Also -both bodies called for A

the inclusion of the independent

. candidate clause in the constitu-

tion amendment being
embarked upon by the Nanonal
Assembly.

Spec;ﬁlggltly thethe womel}
groupc or ping o
" the Federal Earacter

Commission and 'its regégce-
ment with what it descril
an Equal Opportunity Board

Several other mdependent '

papers also called for the return
of the two-party system, which
was introduced by the
former  military = preident,

regime of -

include the Political Parties
Commission and the Electoral
Offences Commission.
According to the CAN
President, the political parties
commission shall be responsi-
ble for monitoring of political
parties and ensuring that inter-
nal democracy -is built in the
affans of the polmcal parties,
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