2 Killed in Bank Robbery

gang of 10 "armed robbers

yesterday struck at a first . -

generation bank in Onueke,

zza . South Local

. Government area of Ebonyi

State, killing at least two persons,

including a police inspector and a
civilian.

Less than two months ago,

robbers stormed a new genera-

tion bank in Afikpo, also in

Certificates

'He thanked management
of the University for the ges-
ture, saying .that he was not
expecting "brand new" certifi-
cates, but rather their attesta-
tions.

He said he was worried
about the certificates
destroyed by the fire, adding,
"I am delighted that some of
them have been replaced and
even laminated by the
University”.

He also thanked the man--

agement for honouring- him
with a doctorate degree of sci-
ence, and pledged to continue
to ‘support the university in
- achieving its goals.

The Vice Chancellor, repre-
sented by -the Registrar, Dr
Mussiah Nwokocha, said the

VparmGrshxp hetwecn the “uni
oS alumm,

From Christopher Isiguzo
. in Abakaliki

Ebonyi State, killing no_ fewer
than 15 people.”

The armed - robbers  'were
also said to have carted away an
undisclosed amount of money
from the bank, in the operatlon

- which lasted-less-than -an-hour. -

The police Inspector was said to
be one of the security” guards at
the bank, while the civilian was a
customer.

An eye-witness - said the rob-"
bers who. get 0 the bank around
9 am., in a blue-coloured

MltSllblShl bus, shot sporadical- .-

ly into the air in a commando-
like manner, and operated with- -

out’ any resistance from law
enforcement agencies.
Informed ‘sources also said

‘when the robbers overpowered

the police security persennel in

‘the bank, members of the com- -

munity’s: vigilante group rallied
round to" block every possible
escape route, but were. forced to

. abandon the  effort, on hearing
- the staccato-‘of various makes of

guns, including AK 47 and LAN
" assault rifles. -

“You needed. to’ be hene to
hear the kind of sounds emanat-
ing from the guns. The sound of
the gunshots drove fear into the

vigilante group. After the opera-

tion which took less than 30
minutes, more than 300 expend-

- ed shells-of bullets dotted: the -
~wholeama the source said::-

NDDC Receives N277bn m Tyre

he Niger - Delta Develop

ment. Commission (ND-
DC) said yesterday that'it
received:N277 billion for .

its operations in seven years.

The Commission was set -
up by an acting 2000 todevel-

op the oil producingstates. Dr
Christy Atako,

of the Commission, made the’

“annoancemem‘ statemem;‘ .

eompumagmnst the.
leadership of the comnmission
v xbyd Wam-based group, Niger

2

* was-the most monitored gov-
" érnment agency in the coun-

- Head,:
Corporate Affairs Departmént

" Atako'said thevcomrmssmn -

try,with the nin¢ Niger Delta
state governors ‘asmembers of -
its advisory commxttee She

- said the commission was also
-being closely: monitored by
.~~_._<‘the Feder&l Government v

' Monitoring Committee, ‘the.

National® Assembly, - and the

Accountant-General's office.




