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[ Gunmen Abduct 6 Russians|
Ibom, Kill Driver

OArmy rescues kzdnapped Chinese national

n what is thought to be the more areas in the Niger Delta.
first attack by militants on From Ahamefuls No previous armed attack had
foreigners in Akwa fbom Howows, Emeka """" been recorded in Akwa Ibom.
State, gunmen yesterday wFWhOhmomu«u The incident took place
kndnappedsv(Russaanwakas blown up and a Ni driver  shortly afterthe Movemexit for
of United Company RUSAL, attached to dai%m of the Niger
the Russian aluminum giant. fuelling  fears that militant Dehn(mml)) mndxtwould
- The men's apartment was attacks may be spreading into Contmuedoani
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iy allallzgCHICI 1M Iavour or

month-to pave the way for the
W -government. 16 work on

iger Delta. The Ikot Abasi
incident happened just as the
Nigerian Army claimed it has -
rescued one of the.two Chifiese
mtlonalswhowereludnapped

. thiee months ago.
- -According to. RUSAL‘s gen- ;
- eral manager, Felix Nxong, he

gunmen -blew up. the Ruissians’
lmmwnhdynanuwbeforewc-
hglhemaway He said it was not
eha‘wtuchgtwpcamedoutme
- attack A Russian diplomat who -
*‘confirmed the attack to the BBC -
m;iomdﬂ!e ngenan governt-
ment o take "urgent measures”
1o ensure the men's release.

President © Umaru Muéa -

Yar'Adua had, in his inaugural -
a:ldmsslastweek described the -

conflict an yrggnt matter and
asked for a permanent cease-fire

0 allow for mediation toward a
lomg-term peace. But violence -
continiied at the weckend, with
. gunmen seizing. four more for-
agnhostagmm?oﬁﬁarooun

ures_towards a peaceful .

weaxetm:mdfa'lt.mm,we

nauonal-ievel and: at the same

- GUNMEN ABDUCT 6 RU

cease attacks for -at least a-

However, it was -cheerful
“news for one of the two Chinese
"nationals kidnapped at Nnewi by

suspected
~Movement for Actualisation of
Sovereign State of Biafra (MAS-
-SOB)..Eric Niuhas-was rescued
at the weekend by some intellen-

gence -officers  drafted - from -

- Nigeria - Army, -82 - Division,
Enugu, The Chinese: nationals

" were kidnapped in March at

Nnew1 by unknown persons.

mehngﬁxccapavetoﬂic'

Anambm state -Govemor, .Dr,
AndyUba in Awka, the repre-
sentative: of - the Commandmg
" Officer ‘82 Division, Col.-HM
“Hussani, said the Niu.was fes-
‘cued fromi a hideout i in aduck
forest at Ebonyi State. - s

‘Hussani said Niu was rescoed
‘after a tough battle with the per-
-sons suspected to be members of
-MASSOB. The twa men, he
said, were kidnapped and blind-

folded. while working -in their.
- factory -in Nnewi, Anambra’
State. According to him; “Tt was .

-a very difficult and tough job, but

PP

members - of

recalied that he enjoyed his time.

tants several following a tip-off

. He said that efforts were -

under way in search of the other
" Also in Port Harcourt, Rivers
State, -two - Filipino - sailors

abductedatabushbaratOnne

were yesterday evening freed by

e’ of the police arm in charge
.ofcontammgcnmemtheState ;

The. ‘Manlinao

sailors,.”

- Dommgo and  Soman Jang
Carlos came down’ from _their -
Sh!p, MV Seacor for-a social -
‘time-out . when the - militants.
-allegedly swoopedomhemand

took: them away. .-

I'kxwever,mteﬂlgencesoumes
informed ‘the’ police - that they
were being kept at a flat af the
Elelenwo water front not too far’

from their point of abduction and

. the police. stormedmehouseand

freed them. .

_ In the process, commumty
soirces said, one of the militants
was shot dead: while othérs

escaped w;th bullet wounds and:

SSIANS Cont'dfrom P1
: stormed the hideouts of the mili-

members of the group is seen as

of Police, Mr. Felix Ogbaudu
confirmed the kidnap and freeing
of the Filipinos but would not
cominent on casualties.
“They have been freed and [

am about now (7.26pm) handing
them over to their employers.

They are sailors who came down

10 have si)me’drinks and were
Kidivapped.
- OGur men from the SOS

stormed - the place arid freed
them”, he confirmed.

T‘hetehasbeenmupwardspx-
rlin kidnap ‘cases in-the Niger

- Delta within the past two weeks

_g,asfmrwu'kersofSchlumbelger
were: kidnapped Safurday from -

* their:base in Port Harcourt, .

- Also, two kidnaps have been -
camedouxatmehdlanquaners
of Indorama, opetatorsofthefu‘-
mer Elemne Petrochemical com-

plex. Two were kidnapped from"
the location on May 9 while |

another seven were taken fmm
there last week!

Nowonishavebeenmardon
those kidnapped from Indorama
and Schlsmberger.
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