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Polls: 44 Persons

Feared C

250 arrested for electoral malpractices *Election postponed in three local governments

elections were held across the country yester-

day amid pockets of skirmishes which culmi- .

T\e governorship and State House of»Asseinbly

nated in the death of no fewer than 41 persons.

About 250 people were also arrested over alleged
electoral malpractices in the elections that were gen-
erally considered fairly peaceful.

In many of the states, voting did not begin at -

8.00am as scheduled by the electoral commission

while the exercise lasted till dawn in other states to .

cover the period lost in the distribution of electoral
materials.

Also, in several states, heavy security presences
were reported while acts of thuggery and vandal-
ism also occured in many communities where there
was lesser security presence. ,

There were also reporis bordering on alleged
shoddy handling of the ballot papers by the elec-
toral commission as names and logos of some par-
ties could not be found.

LAGOS: .

The photo%raph of the Democratic Peoples
Alliance (DPA} governorship candidate in /
State, Mr. Jimi Agbaje, was not displayed on the bal-

By Our Reporters

who were all to have hijacked a Volkswagen
busalsomadﬂywi&xsomebaﬂotboam
~ The urchins who rained heavy blows on the
INEC officials on their way to the poﬂnﬂ\gﬂfttms
bolted away with the materials. One of was
later arrested and the ballot box recovered. The
i “Volkswagen bus was also recovered: and
Th:o‘t}’teMal‘dndePolioeStaﬁon,Osl'\odi.
charge of , Mr. Olayinka Balogun, while con-
firming the arrest of the three also confirmed
the arrest and detention of the Oshodi-Isolo Local

from the owed that m Lagos, 1o
fewer than three persons were feared killed on the
Lagos Island following the fracas which erupted

between persons suspected to be political
thugs. Also, some urchins, numbegfé abosl?x,‘%
were to have destroyed some erti
belonging to the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) in Oshodi-Isolo Local
Government Area of Lagos.
&'eTHIS)AY aﬂ&(igi tﬂlecn?ﬁs\i:whidlk-‘:dto
killing of persons on the Island started
from Freeman Street, Isale Ekoh:iﬂ:n y sup
rters were severely injured in the. i
poalmostmmedﬂ\evohng‘ process in the area.
At lyana Ipaja, a suburb of Lagos, hoodhums,
- who, a ed to highjack some  INEC - officials

area !
to

. maggmlpaiamx?wd d

party sup- -

¢ under control by a team of

Government chairman, I Balogun. He, er,
saidﬂxeanestofﬁ]ecoul:mli'sebosswasin i
3 of a man in a gang of
assailants.

Apart from the minor skirmishes which occurred
across the state, the election was generally peaceful
in all other parts of the metropolis. The turn out of
voters began on a slow but gradual pace, with most
INEC officials reporting at their polling booths late.

" Lagos State %ubematorial candidate for the

Action AC), Babatunde Fashola, voted at
10.50am along with his wife, Abimbola, at the State
Sedior Grammar School voting station, Surulere,

Commenting on the polls, Fashola told newsmen
that the large turn out of security personnel on the
stxeetwetxlsabitwo i ,Hewasl'lov;ee]\;erofx
opinion that against the back of delays in
pgilrs“take-offgh aég;l\ef‘,shebeheved' gﬂé‘\"?g]lottedtimewas
not enou :

Senator Musliu Obanikoro, the PDP candidate for
the Lagos election, cast his vote at Gemade Estate at
12.03pm. Obanikoro, who arrived the polling centre
in a quiet manner, said after casting his vote that,
"this is the best thing to happen to our democracy”.

He however accused the AC of trying to subvert
the electoral p ing further that the ACrelo-
cated ballot from polling centres to the local

..g};ﬂnmtm\dls’euaaﬂats'ht}ﬁApapaard :
ploe

areas of Lagos adding that he got feports of
- mgAlausa secretariat, a

ani plp®

" the voting

Commissioner of Police (DCP), In- -

: han_I%ingoverbyMayB'.

&ﬁ%y notwithstanding, the ellgon went on
. In some areas n Tkej ernment,
e(etdsestarwdggawiﬂ\ lé‘v?rvmm out.
The major problem faced by some electorates who
were trying to vote in polling unit 024 in Anifowoshe
was the non display of their names in the INEC reg-
istered sheet.

Virtually all the areas monitored in the area were

magdviblmneﬁee.Accordinng
ic Party (PDP) agent, Mrs. Akese Orindi

said the election was wonderful and it's first of its _

kind in the history of elections in Nigeria.

Also, Labour Party (LP) agent, I\;InrdAkese

Kenneth said the election went s

peace-.
w,cmthat the only problem was that the

came in late.

Mr. Ajayi who cast his vote shortly after the
ll\]ECosf‘:ig;;sa]zYilved said ﬂ'\eelechmhagsetstan-

dard in Nigeria, adding that "you can see how every-
one cast &gxerng’otesdlvgx‘ﬁ'lout harassment or intimida-
tion from anybody, with this we pray for peaceful

v o skirmish on Babashola Street
in Lawanson area where some persons suspected to
be thugs and miscreants, over powered both INEC
officials and some security agents manning the area,
seizing election materials and burning same in the

process. .

In other centres, voting was . However,
given the lateness in the arrival of fmatena]s INEC
expectedly ordered an extension of voti ond
3:00pm vs}"hen voting would have endhel}; gflty the
tumn out was unimpressively low in most polling
booths. There were also cases of voters being unable
to find their names on the voters' register. Given the
peaceful nature of the exercise, youths converted
major roads into miniature football pitches. Voting
also started late duetolatl(e)?&'rivai of mate;aﬂlrs
in Island, INEC officials at thei
pol Lagosbootl'ws well after 9.30am. reported

At 7.30am, voters had started moving to their
respective polling booths to cast their votes, while
random complaints of the non-availability of voting
materials were inant in some areas.

" For instance, at about 11.25am, some voters in -
© 'Ward F1 (006-Araromi/Baptist School centre) told

N2 CTTCIT T

x

. R e b IR . o gy

rights due to the fact that they could not locate their -
names on the voters' register, which was on display
atﬂTﬁeflm' ecordin, George
ir grievances, a ing to one .

Begusa,.ggmmedﬁomﬂwfgct hata?rnn'ést%pet
cent of those who had turned up at the polling cen-
tre to vote could not locate their names on the voters
register, which meant they could. not exercise their -
civic

Taiwo Adeyemi confirmed this view, adding that,
he also experienced the same situation in 001, 002
Both Sling Booth = 07-Open “"tsgmd‘ﬁ’ < by Sola
'su i as.

Courtpownﬁe an Accord Party (AP). a Mt
Shakiru Abdu expressed dismay that n 001-
599, from INEC's voters' register were missing as a
result of the fact that the names of the voters were not
in the register for the centre. Badru Badmus, who

i at the centre could not vote because his
name and voting number were different from what
was in the INEC voters' register.

The INEC's Resident Electoral Commisioner, Mr.
Moses Ogbeh who visited the Lagos Island local
Elosvemment area at about 1.18pm, in continuation of

is tour oi;‘;ocal government areas noted l?;at,
“Nigerians have been voting and Lagosians have
been voting. The situation has been so good and I
have been to a number of local governments today.
And all the local governments that I have visited
everything was going on so well, People were on the
queue waiting patiently to really voté and I think I
Eantﬁa need to commend the resilience of Nigerians

t'. .

On the discrepancies experienced in the distribu-
tion of materials, said- "as at 7pm, all our
materials have gone to the 20 local government areas
in the state and so this moming, when the move-
ment of materials were going on, you will appreciate
the security simatimputinﬁali_loeinlaﬁ:s%te
especially and that one really hampered the move-
ment of some of my supervisors to distribute mate-
rials.

On some of the voters, who had problems in exer-

cising their franchise, as a result of the logi

Continued on pg8
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Isaidinmyfmbﬂd.ing};&hexdayandlhavem
sistently told Lagosians, that for those who are there
by 3pm, they would still be allowed to vote till any-
time. It is only those who dedided not to be there
before 3pm that the gate would be shut agairist.
theI;ut igerians would still be allowed to vote once

are 3pm. For those densel ted
areas, they w&bzldpérehaﬂowedtovohe mwe
have all the materials on ground”.

Going through Idimu, Egbeda, Orisunbare
Ikotun and Jjegun axis in Alimosho Local
Government Area, the situation was actually under
control while the people voted without rancour or

Voting was slow as it took the officials
gfeeadqmm nof 10-15 minutes to confirm the name

prospective voter, ing to many. voters
S St i vomgogh take
place in Ademefun and Folarin streets, as voters
who the polling stations to vote, discov- -

out of -the polling centre by some armed youths

.. Two forméf Ministers and chieftains of the PDP
Ambassador Babangana Kingibe and Alhaji
Shettima Mustapha both expressed dissatisfaction at
the conduct of the election.- Mustapha alleged that
the late arrival of the llingmateﬁagwasa lanned

by the and officals of as the

areas ‘were the d of the PDP.
Kingibe in his own remark said that the electionin
the state showed nothing but the desperation of the

A i 2 i developmmens- PP B

'+ in a : b PDP I!H S
alleged that about 4 persons were killed ikwa

venl venucies punnt

“Fe state Resident Flectoral Commissionet, Alhaii
Ally Maraca, assessed the conduct of the poll in the
sate and said it went on well and satisfactorily. - -
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exercise, leaving the voters designated to vote in
The elections in Local

witnessed massive tum out of voters even with the

late arrival of election materials in most polling cen-

.....

area state of assembly

i rmsoiae.

“InUyo, thestatecapatal,éechmwasgexﬂany

NN - Vo

Voters cted” ves as soldiers  Eniong Street,. idi

in their large number mounted road blods instrate-  Sunday Edoro,andthe  ~ -+

gic areas ing vehides and human movements. Polg'ng,(]erk, Ruth Ime said the election
Although there were some complaints from vot-  started in the unit at about 830 am adding that by

ers whose names could not-be found on the votefs  3pm over 80 persons had voted.

the palace of the of Badagry and LAprima- ©~ ANAMBRA:

ry school in Badagry. - An official of the Independent National Electoral
But in some cases INEC officials had to revert to.  Commission (INEC) in Onitsha North Local

the use of manual registers to enable some peopleto-  Government Area of Anambra was yesterday razed

vote. The Nigeria/Benin lic border was firm- by hoodlums ing alleged hoarding of original

ly locked as stem looking soldiers and other security  results sheets by INEC officials.

agents kept vigil The border area which used tobe = ~Aiteyewitness account said that the youths num-

bering over 500 at about 2pm overpowered the -

a centre of activities was deserted.

: m_léoemmandsomeoﬁwrsemrityagmtétoset&:e
EC building located at the former secretariat of

uted o the laté afrival of Independent National hold in Onitsha North council Area as voters waited

Electoral Commission (INEC) staff and electoral endlessly for the arrival of election materials in their

materials. The of combined security agents  various polling centers. :

who were stationed at strategic locations in the state A cross section of politicans alleged that the

ensured that voters went about the exercise peace--  refusal of the electoral officer for Onitsha North to

fully. issue electoral materials in good time, espedially the
lz,lowever, in the Kachia’ and Kagarko Local :

result sheets, fuelled the crisis in the area.
Government Councils, elections into the House of In Onitsha South Local Government Area, it was

Assembly was postponed because of the non inclu-  discovered that election was holding only in two out
sion of the logo of the All Nigerian Peoples Party  of 15 wards. But Hon. Bona-Orakwue, the Action
(ANPP) on the ballot papers. torial elec- (AC) candidate for the House of Assembly
timwashowevernota&dby ent. on insisted that there was no election in Onitsha

South because the electoral officer said she could not
.bring the result sheets and went back to Awka as at

3

% were heavy presence of soldiers, Police, and
Road Corps at strategic places in Onitsha and
environs: Bridge head, U Iweka, Three -three-
junction. while in Atani school Ogbaru,it
was a free for all fight where about 20
induding DPP House of Assembly candidate for
Ogburu constituency I in the state House of
AssemblyMr. Nzeli were said to have
been injured. In swift reaction, former chairman of
the Nigeria Bar Assodation (NBA), Mr. Obele
Chuka, said "this is them worst and most fraudulent
elecﬁmeverheld};llnnlj' ia"

According to him, " PDP ij
g g b Hm PDP govmment Hockd
and Hotels and that is why you can't find the result
sheets in the various INEC offices.”

postponem

After a meeting with Chairmen of the political
parties in the area and the electoral officers, they
joinﬂg'eagteed&\atﬂ'lestateHmseofAssembl elec
tion while stakeholders would meet
on Monday to fix a new date for the election.

In Jama'a local government coundl, election
could not take off until about 2pm because the INEC
vehide conveying election materials developed fault
and broke down on the way.

In Birin Gwari area, the Former of the
Kaduna State House of Assembly, ji Zubairu
Bashir, was alleged to have come to the polling units
with suspected thugs who attempted to cause con-
fusion but where driven away by security men at the
units.

BORNO:

The poll witnessed a massive turn out of voters in
spite of the late arrival of electoral materials to many
of the polling centres in the state by INEC officials. In
some parts of the state the election materials started
arriving as early as 845 am , while in larger parts of
the state the material did not arrive even as at
12noon.

Governor Ali Modu Sheriff, who is seeking re-
election on the platform of the All Nigeria Peop

BENUE:

The election was characterized by i ities.
Voting did not start at 8.00am as scheduled by INEC
as electoral materials could not leave distribution
centers in the local t areas of the state
until after many hours with some wards getting their
materials by 2:00 pm.

Areas monitored in Benue South Senatorial
District revealed m security arrangement
involvir;g various uni men and wom?"\ﬂ and

roper logistics by INEC to enhance peaceful and
gxmm&tyof the elections. P

Explaining what led to the late distribution of elec-
tion materials, the INEC Electoral officer in charge of
the area, Alhaji Abu attributed the failure to inability
of owners of the vehicles hired to carry out the dis-
tribution of the election materials tc arrive the distri-
bution center on time.

Meanwhile, soldiers drafted for the operation
arrested two men with firearms, two guns, in a car
they were driving around within Adoka and its envi-
rons, and handed them over to the Police in the area
for necessary actions.

les
Party (ANPP) cast his vote at about 11.30 at Gaboru
Ngala ward in his village near the
Nigeria/Cameroun border and told journalists that
the exercise was fair except for late delivery of mate-
rials in some area in Maiduguuri m lis

But his % Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), Athaji im Imam, expressed dissai-
isfaction with the conduct of the election especially
the late delivery of election materials.

In Maiduguri and Jere the tum out was very
impressive with most of the polling stations visited
having a large crowd of voters, induding women
whe queued orderly to perform their civic duties.

However, in some parts of the state there were
complaints of late arrival of materials with sketches
of violence in some areas. .

In some part?tngaiduguri ancli }exeﬁlem:vl;ag iy o be

rted cases of thugs invading polling centres e two suspects, who were alleged to be strong
pilling up the ballot ﬁggxes after sc}a)aorinhg%way securi-  su| of a PDP chieftain in the area have been
ty men on duty. * . .detained in Adoka police station, and all efforts to

At the Mafoni ward, in Maiduguri at about 1230 zadk the Divisional Police Office in of the
voters were seen complaining that they were driven  area to comment on the issue proved abortive as two

_ thehospital. -

attempts to his office revealed that he was out to  morning lasting till about midday. The situation was

monitor the election exercise. . even worse in Bakassi area where the few e
S , ' _ that turned out for the did not see elechion _
abidtodi youl 'werescar- hij supporters Peoples Democratic

%vohms,aDePutySu i ent of Police (DSP), Party(PDlp; taken away by speed boat to the old

area.
The elections were however characterized by rig-
ﬁ(g!mdmkeddisplayofviolermasinmostplaws

ing &moﬁaﬂ&sm ou't to gowm,fomrg

Ab:ma;e,was;sherdahﬂed,hood-
lums at Idah while the POofK‘lal-ungyunand,
Chief- i _tof,Polioe(CSlIzodlMaume" ice A.

DPO that armed youths, who were loaded in four  homes.

vehicles and suspected to be working for one of the There were also reports of hijading of materials
gubematorial candidates were moving round topre-  and non-availability of original result .

vent the people around Egah ( Waterside) from vot- In Akugom Ward in Ugep, Yakurr Local

a member of the House Of

tatives, Chief Obeten okorn was forced to

leave the polling centre for fear of his life. .
A Human Ri Activist, Barrister Okoi Obon
Obla also accused the PDP of bribing electoral offi-
cers who released . the original t sheets to the
injuries just Party's supporters. He also said that key PDP offi-

AK47riffles of some of the other offi-  dals in the area recruited armed gangs Rivers
cers were carted away. State and deployed to Ugep to cause mayhem and -

Y. .
Canﬁnnm%ﬂ\emcdgtbmﬂwmea panic among the people. -
Commander, Mr. Theo IC Uzor said "Mz. Abimaj .
was killed while ing to a distress call. He. - ~ ONDO: '
received a distress call that some armed yotths were -~ No fewer than nine persons were feared killed
gougdabwtmtwoﬁacemandm%asham gndseveralo&gsixﬁmédhsevemlpaﬂsof()ndo
g and preventing peop! voting but on get-  State during the yesterday's gubernatorial and..
&\gim,gunswemdisoovemd' the‘ve}ﬁdsﬁt HouseofAsgembly};lectiorLy & '

' could act, the hoodlums pounced on Equally, three vehidles including the official vehi-
them and shot him"

Similarly, at Okene, elections were con-
ducted amidst tight security provided by military
e were sporadic shooting by palticethugs

were ic i i
attemy mpmvenm%mmp;sﬁng&\ei:vom.

In ja, elections, which commenced as early
as 8:00am in most of the polling centres were con-
ducted very peacefully as there were no reports of

ing,

?“r:feﬂingmﬁlemﬂ\eyouﬂ'swemramded
up and a search into their vehicles revealed that sev-
eral arms and ammunitions were stuffed in the vehi-
DPO ed to escape with injuri as no
fewer than fo

deofarnemberof&:e.OxﬂoSta_teHduse:of

Also, two W] or&isbedatbersrclgtog{hoog; ‘

viglence in any of the polling centres in the towh
) polivg lums to steal ball 'ma“heﬂﬂxe area
I

though there was a presence of armed mili-
tary and mobile police persornel who patrolled all

Akure were shot, two killed in and one at
the streets to contain any outbreak of violence. - : '
The state governor, Alhaji Ibrahim Idris voted at Also a Nissan §j Wagon with Registration
mi-=the Lokoja Club polling centre at about 1lamand he . Number, ONDO AG 241 KAA, was vandalised by
the elections just as enjoined the people to conduct Amghe T S
themselves peacefully throughout the election Apart from those that were killed, the exercise

process and shun act that may di the elections.  was characterised by massive i ities

barried b e g Ty

In some polling units in Lokoja parti Yaraji from
in ward D,pgllc];]egwete a case of r]nyultaxrz cians, late distribution of materials, made%;aie mate-
ing which caused a minor hitch but was swittly  rials and alleged overnight change in the list of INEC
e Vl;nhgeroontmlbythe'DPOof'A'gvisimin ad-hocstaff.
Lo mobilized policemen to unit to In Akure, voting was temporarily in
maintain peace. po several areas especially at i/ Isikan Ward where
hoodlums snatched boxes and whisked away a pre-
JIGAWA: siding officer simply called Olorunfemi after match-

Though voting proceeded in

peacefully in many  etiing forrefusmg to sign a fake result.
polling stations in the state, violence marred the At Sacred Ca ed:?éhur&ﬁixmry&:}wol,ﬂ'le

process in Roni, Roni local government of the stateas - whole ground was littered with tumbprinted ballots
Znouﬂwsﬁomxivalpoliﬁcalgmupsmgagedmﬁeefor which youths refused to be taken away.

t.

town was enveloped in smoke as the warring ‘BAUCHE:
parties made burn-fires on the major streets of the As early as 8.00 am INEC officials were at many
town. In an effort to stop the violence, a policeman ing units with a tum out of voters who had

stop

was vidously attacked and he had to be rushed to  lined up for voting. It was relatively peaceful ex
flgr Iahgn wlilexeplrate wﬂ\s)cifaﬁlg;a and theO%;
igeria People's (ANPP), had a fierce dash.
AtZ%pm,ﬁ'PP govemorship candidate,
Mallam Isa Yuguda, voted at Baba Sidi Pri
School polling unit and collation centre. He told
THISDAY he was satisfied with the tions by
INEC, except for a reported case of i ient ballot
boxes in some units. Yuguda who was mobbed by
the youth's vanguard pleaded for orderliness and
In Alkaleri Local Government Area (LGA) in the
sameBaudtiSmthSm’a;?‘dxgialmne,llballotboxes
were reported snatched and INEC in charge
were chased away by thugs. agents

The PDP torial candidate Alhaji Umar
Nadada, early in the day drove to his hometown,

The violence continued unabated as the Police
made a tactical withdrawal. In the two vehi-
cles were burnt and several youths were injured. The
Police was able to stop the violence when reinforce-
ment from the Headquarters got to Roni.

CROSS RIVER: # :

ons O g o sttt and comuption
accusations of hijacki materials and corrupti
of electoral officers. pron

While the turnout was poor in the Southern and
Northern Senatorial districts, it was quite impressive
in the Central district, with some polling booths
recording up to 90 cent attendance. r
mmutin&gSou&ggxuldbeamibuwdtoﬂ\e}lgggy
down pour in Calabar and environs early Saturday

» Cross section of electoruves ,m&'zhe Go‘aemorskip/oue of Assembly election at Egbe-
PHOTO: James Agori

Idimu in Lagos...yesterday
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Dambam to vote and monitor events. However, in
the same zone, there were cases of under aged voters
who aﬂeﬁe‘;ﬂy lined 1& to vote with a false age dec-
laration that placed them above 17 on the voter's
card.

By 4.00 pm Governor Ahmed Adamu Mu'azu
had returned to the Government House Bauchi, after
casting his vote at his hometown Boto, in Tafawa
Balewa LGA. Mu'azu in high spirits said he was very
optimistic of Nadada's victory at the polls. .

KEBBL : :
The election was. &nglmut!(ebbxstab
as voting commenced at.8am with an impressive
turnout in most of the centers visited by our corre-
dKalArgungu. wandu: Jega: Maiyama: Bunza
an .
Twogfothe iding offices interviewed in Bimin
i , Malam Sani

while the other leadi
except Senator Faruk of the ANPP
voted in their words before 10;Alhaji - Abubakar

voted at (adariya in bimin kebbi
Dakin Gari cast his vote at dakin gari in suru Jocal

oPP)
Alhaji Saidu

P

=

-
b\
&

OLLS: 44 PERSONS FEARED DEAD conri on

government area,

e e v e e

Sy g
Mm&mbhmb&emm
recovered ballot boxes were. taken to the palace of
ﬁ\enu\ardxmﬂlealmfmvomgbmmmoe

No fewer than seven policemen were reportedly KANO: . S
were who were_ . across the 44 coudisl ofKano state to partake in yes-
alleged connivarnce between INEC and the state gov-: * terday's: ip and state legi ve;oﬂs
* ernment to impose a candidate. s There were fears that the assassination of notable
However, Rivers State Governor, Dr Peter Odili Kano dleric, Sheik Jafar Adam, 24 hours
and his wife, , arrived hishometown,  of the could lead to more killings and subse-
“Ndoni at 1030 am, but voting did not commence -  quently stop voters fro pesforming the civic duties.
until about 1230 pm at - ‘14, Unit 17, The presence of anmed soldiiers at st

istered, after the formalities by the
Presiding Officer, Mr. Samson Adonis.

Anmﬁdmﬁﬁedpezsmwas,ldﬂedinadash
between supporters of Action Congress (AC) and
Labour Party (LP) in Igbeti area of Oyo State during

. the Gevesnorship and Hotise of Assembly electionin
the state. No fewer than 200 vfryere

zr"t;astedxmssﬁ\estatebysecuntyagendsdurhg

exercise.
however recorded’some of skirmishes in
some isolated places.
Secunl'lty was txghti asoﬁwrcombxr\ed' effortsnuh of the mili-
- police, SS9 an o ;
t:geg:\hand to ensure &wtmwmmghmdx to

h security agendies as early as
8am were at vanious areas of the state capital to mon-
itor the conduct of and made arrests in areas of
threat to peace and security.

There were myriad of complaints which induded
the absence of the logo of the Action {AC)
on the ballot paper in Ibadan South-west, the snatch-
ing of ballot boxes in some areas while in others,

in the state capital, some voters were’
yedly barred from voting if they were not casting

their votes for the PDP,
ity officials drafted to Igbeti, wh :
ummpemmwasldlled,hadm" :
saﬁetymﬁ\eofﬁoeofﬂ\ervmwalPolm
rival political thugs used guns and other lethal
we_?ﬁmsm&dem ing GOC] o the?

Div. Major General Muhammad
firmed arrest of the factional of the
National Union of Road Transport Workers

{NURTW}-on whom was found a action
whmaseatd1wascxndmhedmhr;xunmalx)om\d9§l::
He also said that no fewer than four others were

apprehended by his men. )
Ani byofpolic:ewasabclucl:edatlm— a
area for accosting a Mazda car during

period of the election. His abductors in turn, raninto .

a police check in Mapo, forcing them to flee while the
abducted police officer was rescued by his col-
leagues.

There were field reports of Independent National
Eldectoral Commission &(I\I\IEC) gflﬁda}s being abdt:lclt-

desperate ugs while in some areas, the
H\IE{: officials wmllegegdsly forced to aid multiple
voting by thugs.

The ident Electoral Commissioner {REC},
Chief Stephen Bawa Manya confirmed the omission
of AC logo on the house of assembly ballot paper
and indicated that elections into xxe House of
Assembly for Ibadan South West constituency and
assured tzflat his commision would conducted a bye-
election for the constituency after the presidential

ls.
poIn Felele area of Ibadan , the vehicle of the former
governor of the state, Alhaji Lam Adesina was
allegedly smashed by rampaging political thugs.
Alleged killing of two persons gﬂﬁe area was how-

“old 'lwasallfedlyshot
politglthugsw 0 stormed

re-assure voters that all

Voters within the rural areas started to cast thei
ballot as early as 9 am while their counterparts
within the 8 coundils in the metropolis had to wait
for INEC officials tifl about noon.

»8.15am. The centre at Kofar

" Kurfi like the capital had a

ing to voters as early as
Gugga which has been
Wi rlatively pescetl harks K the iy sne

for minor issues like 2 man who was force-
iolating the Fmited

Commissioner for Agriculture in the state, Barrister

Dutsen-ma i was the most
peaceﬁxlaﬂﬂm i mal}yhavetodo

At Bichi, one of the rural councils where the PDP -~ withthe

gubematorial candidate hails from, hundreds of
voters were sighted at about 9 am on cue, taking:
turns to cast their votes.

But the situation was not the same at Dala, Kano
municipal, Nasarawa and Ungogo local govern-

It was observed that polling officials curiouisly
failed to show up with voting materials until about
12 noon. Kano state Ibrahim Shekarau
who is of wining the poll had to wait till
about 243 pm to cast his vote at his native Giginyu
%arte:s, election took place under a peace-

atmosphere, it was learnt that there were
of scuffle between supporters of the all Nigerian
peqplsm(ANPP)andﬁvalpeﬁsdamaat-
ic party ) at Kunchi coundil of the state.

<X TN :

- on the ballot

ical hoodlums suspected to be sponsored by the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at Ode-Omu in
Ayedaade local area of the state during
the conduct of the elections. o ,

Similaly, no fewer than 20 ballot boxes -were
snatched away by some political hoodtums at vari-
ous. locations in the three senatorial district of the
state while three police stations in Iragbg:gead-
quatelsofBoﬁpelwalmnnmtareaof state-
were vandalised by political thugs.

The affected’ areas were Ile -Ife Ikirun,Jjebu-
jesha,Osu,lfewara and Ode-omu where a nine year
those desribed as
area on the direc-
tive of some desperate politicians in the state.

Although the elections were peaceful at the com-
mencement of the exercise,the conduct of the polls
turned chaotic as political thouts allegedly spon-
sored by the rulling party in the state invaded some
of the polling centres thereby turning the centres to
theatres of violence. ’

When contacted the state commissioner of Police,
Alhaji Suleiman Fakai said he was not aware of the
g}liﬁcal violence at the polling centres which led to

e death of the six persons, saying that the election
in the state was generally pea(efulg and orderly.

He said reports reaching his command from the
30 local government areas of the state indicated that
peace reign at all the over 3,000 polling centres in the
state.

KATSINA:
In most of the polling. centers visited in Katsina

' of i inthe
mmmmm?ﬁmm
to check voting activities and had been impressed
with the turnout as well as the orderliness in which
voters had conducted themselves.

i Pltems st the tae govesnorChief Micheal
P

ose to his pri wi -
@ﬂd not do so,ml:am due to absa'wemg
of electoral materials as well as officials who where
no where to be sighted , as voter milled around con-
N Beyond .problem,. the absence of the
Dege\c}:a‘aﬁc (DPP) and Labour Pary
for the house of assembly elec-

tionin in2tof 240&13&&2::{' seats in the state,

foroed to organize a by-election in the affected
o e h the Resident P
el;SenatorllyaAuduEs‘ challenged those affected
togoto Election Tribunal, :

IMO:

Democrat.yme ( )andDem:;aowweoplanor
AD) tic P
(DPP)inImoStatehav?mlled'forthéchmellaﬁ;\l:toyf

s elections in the state over the non-inclu-
sion of their names by the Ind t National
Electoral Commission (INEC) in ballotp?em

In separate petitions written to INEC, Dr. Fabian
Thekweme of DPP and Chief George Opara of AD
drew the attention of the Commission to the omis-
sion of their names and that of their parties as gov-

ernorship candidates from the ballot papers distrib-
. utedin :

state tlfgr the elecg?é\.a

Specifically, the AD candidate requested INEC
that it shoc:llg' not-announce the results of the guber-
natorial election in Imo State and conduction a fresh
election which would indlude the name of AD and
its candidate accordingly.

In the same vein, the DPP candidate along with
his running mate, Dr. Anamelechi Aguwa, also
demandae:le the car&oelle:}i\:gyn of the elections in the
state on the grounds that are inconclusive.

DPP in the petitic: : requested for the inclusion of
the ins ent ballot papers and that fresh
polis are held. The g also demanded a public
apology from INEC, which it said must be con-
veyed through print and electronic media.

The DPP candidates .vnndered why INEC left
out their names from t ot papers given that
they had met all the condinons precedent to qualify
for the elections.

‘When contacted on the issue, the INEC Resident
Electoral Commissioner in the state, Barrister Austin
Eni Okojie said that he was aware of the omission,
but insisted that this cannot lead to the cancellation
of the elections in the state which were successful.

wes

B | tm campered tosaiety
m’

election -

rg.8

He advised aggrieved parties to forward their com-
laints to the Commission as their omission was not
deliberate but a print error.

OGUN:

No fewer than 12 persons sustained matchet cut
injuries in a separate political violence in Abeokuta,
Ogun State Capital yesterday during the

ll - Govemnorship election just as two ballot boxes were

forcefully seized at a polling station in Adatan area
andsetablaz'e,wl'ﬁleps(;veglotherswemdedamd

. missing.In Abeokuta , when THISDAY went

, the state capital, there were violence in Oke-
Lantoro, lemo-Agbadu and Ake where offensive

en THISD. visited Adatan area, the two

- while voters-were seen on the balconies of their

houses scared stiff to move nearer to any polli

booths.Other areas visited by THISDAY had no

lot boxes and those who spoke to THISDAY
ballot boxes were stolen at the

bootths by the supporters of Peoples Democratic
dﬁatﬁag‘amg-voﬁu;svpaeaﬂegedlymﬁ

i ﬁobrnvebg?suﬁedwid\baﬂot
papers and moved to an unknown destination. In

shot rented the air, leading to a situation

fandmﬁnsedbgoba‘dm:
of the military, Osoba said "Tam

presence
shocked at because will that

‘were they brought out, we are not in a state of

‘Why y
I thought military were there to external
m,mhgyﬁmm\dwdmmmbd

security issue, they are supposed to fight enemies of
Nigeria. -

’ KBAG‘WM ial and State House of Assembly
numbers of voters tum-out en-mass to n
the election whichofwas oondl(xlcrtn\:;der tight
security as combine team of police and military men
waempmoﬁnghnwstofﬁlemajorstx;gyin&\e
state capi

were Jarge numbers of voters, especially women on
queue waiting to cast their votes. The process of vot-
ing in most of the centers started at about 8:00am to

8: after all materials needed for the election
was received. The state Governor, Reverend Jolly
Nyame, caste his vote at about 11:50am in Ibrahim
Sambo unit in Zing local government area. He also

" visitoenters in Ardokola, Jalingo, Yoro and Lau local

government areas.

Voting in the gubernatorial and House of
Asmvhg'ekcﬁmsgotwderwaynmﬂmﬂuee
hours late in Gusau and other major cities in
Zamfara state. The delay has been ted to the
late provision of electoral materials to polling units.
At most polling stations visited in Gusau and’
environs, number of voters, who came out as

as 7 sat under shade waiting for the

.arrival of election materials from INEC.

ted o e Fndaymght,omld mx::d\ﬂ'm
uted as garly as Fri i not i
At one of such centres in Madawaki Collation
Centre in Gusau, materials did not arrive until
around 10.30am when a group of reporters visited
the i the delay, INEC's Resident Electoral
Speaking on A s

Yahaya attributed the delay to late arrival of some
materials from Sokoto to Zamfara. He said some of
the items arrived early but were not complete.

DELTA:

The ial and State House of
elections in Delta State got off on a violent note wi
the for of theDumsidenoe( of the state <Jomnus-chl‘ef
sioner for Special Duties (project monitom-ﬁ' :, i
Evans Iwere by irate youths protesting the non-
release of electoral materials by the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC).

The violent demonstration all ated
by the supporters of the candidate of the
Democratic Peoples Pa'rotz (DPP), Chief Great °
Ogboru ripped through Obi in Delta North
Senatorial District the homestead of his running
mate .~ d Abraka in the Delta Central Senatorial
District.

The over 1000 youths were said to have set bon-
fires on major roads leading in and out of the said
towns smashing cars conveying journalists and
other election observers to the various polling sta-
tions, some sustaining injuries in the process. The
same sceanario also played out in Warri as over 1000
youths were said to have staged a violent demon-
stration in Warri while sporadic st «otir g was wit-
nessed in Ugheli North Local Government over
alleged movement of electoral materials to a promi-
nent politician’s abode.
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