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‘ THIS\NEEK/News

nor’s convoy had stormed
the political base of the
recently returned governor,
Rashi‘g Ladoja at ward 10,
located at Oba Akinyele
High School venue of the
ward congress in search of
his supporters.

It was learnt that Ladoja's
group was given the go-
ahead by the National
Secretariat of the party to

articipate in yesterday's
Ic)ongrels)s even tKough th};:y
were not registered. [t was a
surprise for Chief Lamidi
Adedibu's loyalists that
Ladoja's loyalists outnum-
bered them at some of the
wards they visited.

_ Checks revealed that a
passerby ~ was gunned
down, during a crossfire
between supporters of the
deputy governor and those
of a leading gubernatorial
aspirant in the state, Alhaji
Yekini Adeojo, at Adeojo
area of the city. ,

Another  unidentified
party supporter, sources
claimed, was reported to
have been mowed down at
Yemetu area of the city.

- At Odo lye area of Ward

1, Ibadan  North Local

‘Government, one Dauda .

Owolabi, a known support-
.er of Ladoja, received a
matchete cut from enraged
PDP loyalists.

The assault on Ladoja
ward at Ward 10 led to one

Kola Olayiwola receiving .

matchete cut on the head
while the house of Mr. Aiki
Wahab of Ward three was
- vandalised by aggrieved
party loyalists. .

But in a swift reaction,
Special Adviser on Media
to the deputy governor, Mr.
Ademola Solalu, denied the
incidents, saying his boss
was only on inspection tour
of w in the state. But
when asked™ about the
attacks on Ladoja’'s sup-

rters, he querried
whether Ladoja was still a
member of PDP.

Reports  from 0
Towrpxs(l)ﬁp and Saki, inco){e

n areas of the state

sohgouwed that there was
orderliness in the conduct

of the _ although-
THISDAY gamt that ut\%i:) ’

aralled congresses were
d at Saki.- : :

Bayelsa

In Bayelsa, THISDAY
gathered that the escort
team were with Mr
Wariﬁl:mwei Dudafa, the
member representing con-
stituency I when the inci-
dent-resulting in the death
of the policeman happened
at Opokuma town in
_ Kolokuma Opokuma Local
Government area of the
state. :

One account of the inci-
dent had it that the

- deceased, a sergeant with
the tag of Ashidi Bainugha
with force number 163878,
met his untimely death at
about 12.45pm when he
was accidentaily shot by
one of the thugs in the pro-
cession of the lawmaker he
was escorting.
~ The other account had it
that the deceased might
have been felled by a flying
bullet. from his colleagues
as they were shooting
indiscriminately into the air

on arrival at Opokuma .

while heading towards

Tamuabuwari, Ward 8 for
the congress. .

THISDAY gathered that
the: state commissioner of

lice, Alhaji Hafiz Ringim,

ad earlier ordered the
arrest of the policemen
escorting the lawmaker
ostensibly because of their
unruly behaviour before

tragedy struck.

Although it could not be
immediately ~ascertained
where the bullet that killed
the police officer came
from, however, the alleged
assailant, one Mr. Bowei, a
private security detail
attached to the Chairman of
Kolokuma-Opokuma local
government area has been
arrested and whisked to
Yenagoa.

The tra:fic incident
notwithstanding the ward
congress went smoothly in
the local government area.

Kwara

PDP ward congresses in
Kwara State was marred by
complaints of irregularities
even as some of the guber-
natorial astggr,ants' of the
party led their supporters
to boyoott the exercise. . -

Though, at the end of the

exercise, delegates emerged -

in all the 193 wards in the
state with the use of open

ballot ils:‘em

Sﬁae i &with newsmen
in Norin, the Chairman of
the 5-man electoral panel
sent to the state by the PDP
national headquarters in
Abuja, Dr. Ibrahim Lame,
said that the party opted for

open balloting to ensure

transparency mihe conduct

' of the primaries. . ..
. He said the primaries

were opened to all mem-
bers of the party with or
without PDP card; so long
as such members have reg-

istered at their various

wards. .
According to him, the

-‘ party’s leadership took this

decision in other to for&stall

- complaint of marginalisa

tion by any member of the

But twe governorship
aspirants of the party in the
state, Mr. Olawepo
and - Col. eophilus
Bamigboye (rtd), faulted

. Lame's claim saying t

state executives of the party
led by Alhaji Abubakar
Zubair was biased and par-
tisan in the conduct of the
congress. )

‘House.

" The two PDP leaders told
newsmen in Iorin that,
they had told the national
secretariat of PDP on the
need to dissolve the state
executive council of the
party led by Alhaji Zubair
to no avail and that this led
them to call on their sup-
porters to stay away from
the congress.

Bamigboye and Olawepo
said they had petitioned the
Presidency over the matter
because the congress in
Kwara State was purely an
affair by the Sarakites, a ref-
erence to the group loyal to
former senate leader, Dr.
Olusola Saraki. ‘

Their words: “We are
boycotting the congress;
our chairman and secretary
have issued a statement
warning that we would not
participate if the Alhaji
Abubakar Zubair executive
is not dissolved. He openly
supported the governor
during his declaration; he
raised his hand just like the
wife of the national chair-

* man, Mrs Ali was also there

to openly support the gov-

error. - o
- “f they don’t create a

level playing ground we
can’t work together. Dr.
Ibrahim Lame, the chair-

man of the electoral panel

for the state is Secretary of
the Northern Union found-
ed by Dr. Saraki so you can
see ~that everything is
already q‘redeterrmn' ed and
that is why we cant partici-
pate with them,” they said.

Rivers

There were - reports. - of
Lability of raterial

for the congress in Rivers
State.

When THISDAY went
round the wards, there was

going on while all the
Cha

no sign of any cong::sasl
en

Government

" who had converged on -
PDP headquarters at Aba -
Road in the moming were

later seen at Government

At at 540 pm when

THISDAY called some peo- .

ple in various parts of the
state to know if the con-

ﬁss held, none confirmed
t it did but rather gave

~ same . explanations  that

materials were yet to arrive.
Elder Law Jumbo, one of

the gubernatorial aspirants.

told us that he was still in
Bonny and that he was

have been favoured by the

Party hierarchy to fly the
Party’s flag at the 2007 gover-
norship polls in Lagos was
murdered in his Ikoyi, Lagos
home in July this year. The
manner he was killed
fuelled suspicions that it

was another high profile .

political assassination as- he
was found dead in his bed-
room with his legs and
hands tied. Until his death,
Williams, 58, a former com-
missioner for works in
Lagos State and PDP flag-
bearer in 2003 general elec-
jons, had the most formida-
ble political - machinery
within the PDP in Lagos
State. -

THISDAY investigations
reveal that at the meeting
between Obasanjo, George
and Williams family led by

the wife, Hilda, the latter
was said to have reviewed
the political situation in
Lagos and told the President
that it was the decision of the
Williams family that she
should join the race.

One, according to her, the
family does not want all that
her late husband laboured
for politically to be in vain

and since her children are

still too young to take on
such a touigh task, it became
imperative that she mounts
the saddle herself. She told
the president that this was
one of the reasons why the
family asked her to join the
race.

Hilda was also said to
have explained to Obasanjo
that WILCO, the single most

_formidable campaign body

withit PDP in Lagos state

PDP CONGRESSES Cont'd from P1

R
- of
all the wards.

informed that the expected
materials for use in. the
ward congresses had not
arrived. :
The same story was tol

by Hon. Andrew Uchendu

who also said that he first
went to his ward at midday
by there was no sign of the
arrival of the material and
would go back later to see
what was happening.

At the PDP headquarters,
some party members were
seen as at 4pm milling
around still waiting for the
arrival of materials while
some muttered in low tones
of an attempt to rig the con-
gress to enable the hier-

" rachy foist a t%;ubem.atorial

candidate on
Bauchi

 In Bauchi, the ward con-
gresses, started on a shaky

note.
gress” had “taken

e party. -

No oo
glaoe as at 2:30 p.m. in the

four wards in the state cap- -

ital and only a few party

supporters = were - Sseen .

around venues of the exer-
Among -the four wards

which include Maji-dadi A -

B, Ardo Danlya,. Makama

_ and Dawaki, it wasonly in -
Maji-Dadi A and B that
were seen

some youths
singing different slogans.

Security was however

beefed up as armed mobile
licemen were patrolling
the whole town.
The chairman of a youth
organ of the party, "Grass

that there was no election in

Adamu also claimed that
the party did not issue-any
membership card to mem-
bers. |

But the exercise took off

peacefully in Lagos and -

Ogun States, the
also went on -
cas visite
dent.

The e.arlly‘r’dbwnpoul'b \pour,

however, disrupted the

exercise in some parts of

Lagos even though the peo-

ple came out en masses to

witness the exercise.
Lagos

' In Abesan, a surburb of
the state, the went
on peacefully with little or
minor ‘disagreements
among delégates : which
were resolved eventually.

- WILLIAMS WIFE Cont'd from P1

has been in disarray follow-
ing the death of her husband
and it was as a result of the
need to unite the various
political tendencies within
the group so as to present a
united front that also

. informed the family’s dedi-

sion to ask her to declare for
the governorship race.
THISDAY checks indicate
that the family also told the
president that given the pre-
sent crisis in Lagos PDP on
the one hand, and within
WILCO on the other hand, if
a consensus material is not
presented, chances are that it
could jeopardise  PDP’s
chances in the 2007 gover-
norship race in lagos. A
presidency  source
THISDAY that Hilda then
informed the president that
“as father of the party, there

told -

Ogun
In Ogun, the congresses
began on a peaceful note as

members filed out to elect
delegates without prob-

. lems.

The Special Adviser to
Governor Gbenga Daniel
on Special Duties, Mr.
Raheem Ajayi, said the con-

gresses went on peacefully.
“without rancour or bitter-

ness among members.
According to him, "the
ward congresses went on
smoothly and members
turned out en masse. This
shows Governor Gbenga
Daniel's resolve to ensure

that next year's election is.

free and fair.”

There was a heavy pres- -

ence of policemen at each of
the wards in the state capi-
tal while PDP members
up to participate in

e exercise. - o

Delta

The " exercise went on

'smoothly in all the 12 wards

_in: Oshimili South (Local
Government) Area which
hosts Asaba, the state capi-
tal and nearby towns in

state.
When THISDAY visited

the wards, there was a
heavy
men while party members

queued up o partidpate in

resence of police-

* secret ballot syste

. Thepart
in a statement Friday direct-
ed that ward electoral panel
of three credible persons

party in the state had

from each ward be consti-

tuted by the state executive
commiftee and postedto.::

various wards for the pﬁr—
pose of the ward con-
(UM. ). seven (Urnuag
- (Umuaji),. seven (Umuagu,
- and eight (Ugb ta) as
well 'as’wmm of

Wards five

the state capital, the election

started early in the day with-

the arrival of returning offi-
cers even as canopies. were

. provided for the people du

to the scorching sun.

;) atabout 11:25 am,
the exercise was yet to take

place as eligible voters
waited  for

officials to
oconduct the congress.
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At the ward six (Ogbeke ~ the” election

_ Durumi ward, "PDP leader-

Members of the National
Working Committee
(NWC) of the party were in
the state to educate stake-
holders in the state on the
party’s preparation for the
forthcoming general elec-
tions. )

Kogi

In Lokoja, Kogi State,
thousands of PDP members
yesterday in Lokoja partici-
pated in the party’s con-
gresses in an orderly and

aceful manner. '

Of Lokoja's five local
government areas, there
were reports that four of
them adopted consensus
candidates. ,

However, at the fifth-
ward, youths and elders

" could not reach a consensus

and decided to hold two
separate elections. Majority
of the youths supported

. one Ahmed Usman, but the

_elders - ‘supported Bawa
" In Delta State, the con- .- _ A handful of policemen
gress was also peaceful as
members filed out to eléct -
265 wards in the state..

were seen under the super-

“vision of the Kogi “State
Commissioner of Police,
" 'Mzr. Samuel Adekunle, at
-~ the lfa?aranda

Square
maintaining law and order. .

. “In FCT, ‘Abuja, the con-

gresses were also peaceful.

- At the Kuje Area Council,
the election of delegates,
which took -place at the

_ township stadium was con-

cluded as early as noon. -
Malam = Mohammed
Dogara, who was the leader-....

the congress at ¥ it
said he was deli with
the orderly conduct of the
exercise.

"The PDP members in
Kuje are very cooperative,
, hlpry that ‘the
~conducted in

OO

arasaid. .. o
In Kuje Central and
Durumi wards in Abuja
Municipal, as well as the
Byazin and Kubwa wards

~ jn'Bwari Area Council and
< other cendres visited, five

spaces were- reserved for
‘to Athaji
Dangiwa Karu, the head of -
panel for

- Women.

ship directed us to reserve
five seats for women to
encourage more women
participation in politics.” -

is no way we would 5\0
ahead with such a plan with-

the need for PDP to ensure
that the primaries does not
lead to acrimony so as to
enable the party benefit from
the building rancour within
the Action Congress led by
Governor Bola Tinubu.

It was gathered that
Obasanjo in his regly prayed
for her and gave her the go-
ahead just as he has always
done for all those who
sought his blessings and
consultation.

When contacted Chief
George who was at the
meeting, told THISDAY last
night that what the meeting
was not an endorsement of
her candidature as it was
normal for the President to

give his go-ahead to all those
aspirants who consulted
with him.

According to him, there
are 6,125 delegates in Lagos
that would vote to decide
who would be the PDP gov-

* ernorship candidate and it is

not possible for one individ-
ual to control these 6,125 del-
egates. The success of an
aspirant, he said, depends
on individual hardwork,
dedicated and mobilisation
capacity, amongst other fac-
tors.

The list of governorship
aspirants for Lagos state as
at the last count are well over
a dozen within PDP alone.

Though, Mrs. Williams is
not of Lagos origin, her sup-
porters are already saying it
loud that by virtue of her
marriage, she is a Lagosian.
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