>

Six Bodies of Suspected
Militants Found Floating

o fewer than six corpses,
sus to be those of
youths with militant lean-
ings, have been seen float-
ing around Bille, one of the fish-
ing communities around the
Cawthorne Channel, where mili-
tants killed five soldiers last
week.
. The youths were believed to
have been killed in the course of
the search and rescue operations
mounted by the military, where
soldiers said to be escorting sup-
plies to some oil companies
based in the creeks were killed.
Villagers who allegedly wit-

nessed the reprisal attack by sol-
diers said it was possible that
more bodies would still surface

as there have been increased mil-
itarization of the Niger Delta

. after the two attacks which
~ claimed about 14 soldiers in a

space of one week.
Although the Army Public
Relations Officer in the State,

Major Musa Segir would not
. outngi-ltly confirm the killing, he
said his men in the course of the
search and rescue operations car-
ried out after the attack on his
men actually encountered some
militant youths in the area ov

the weekend. :
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