Abia, Happy-Trigger Cops and Extra-Judicial Killings
LLOYD OKEREAFOR says there should be proper investigation of the recent shocking extra judicial
killing of Armed Robbery suspects in Abia and Benue States, in line with international best practices

e Inspector-General of Police, Mr.
Sunday Fhindero upon assumption of
office promised that his force would 'serve
and protect with integrity, and thus

heightened the expectations of Nigerians.
Perhaps his new apggin ent (as at then)
saved his assurances from passing as another
administrative platitude. Another element
that made his assertion hope-inducing was
that he was running uphill to rescue the ima;
of an institution wﬁose lies and cover-ups for
extrajudicial killings had been laid too bare for
a refutal, and so every Nigerian counted on
the honour of an institution that seemed to be
ing for another chance to prove its respect
for due process. His empanelment of an earli-
er police inquiry into the Apo 6 killings, which
was replaced by the x]:)Lcl)stice oodluck
Commission of enquiry, further heightened
thee tions of not a few Nigerians.
The findings of the Justice Goodluck
Commission on the Apo Killings; the conse-
quent arraignment of policemen believed to

be responsible for the killings before a Federal

High Court; and announcement of com, -
tion to be paid to deceased's relatives
appeared to raise hopes of gjovemment com-
‘mitment to combat extrajudicial killings.

One of the lessons of that exercise was that
the government could demonstrate a com-
mitment to ensuring that police officers who
kill extra judicially pay for their misdeeds, if it
so desires. However, more than year since
submission of the panel's report to the Federal
Government in August 25, 2005, the lessons of
the Apo 6 killings appear not to have been
taken seriously by the Nigerian Authorities.
‘ ‘In the face of the police
claim, is there a way to con-
firm or deny the police asser-
tions, or put in a better way,
who would speak for the
dead? These questions beg for
answers because of fears

expressed by many concern-

ing the veracity of poli}\
. gccounts of killings - ,é,

R

Else, how does one explain that police officers
still revel in their extra judicial killing of rob-
bery suspects shortly after a media parade, as
evidencedrgg the recent widely reported
killing of suspects by gle Nigeria
Police inAb}"1aﬂ{a11:1 Benue States, alr(llc]i];obod is
saying anything about the killings.

N1>émer§ans not de;gerve an explanation f;g'om the
Inspector-General of Police about the killings?
If in the Apo incident 6 lives were involved,
and so much dust was raised, how come
nobody is sagring anything about a situation
involving 16 and 3 persons respectively?
Should we take it that the government's
response to the Apo 6 incident was only an iso-
lated case meant to launder the image of
Nigeria because of the visit the UN special

Rapporteur on Extra Judicial S and
itrary Executions as feared by Access to
Justice and other Nigerians? t would

become of the officers who have clearly admit-
ted responsibility for the extra judicial killings
in the face of Nigeria’s international obliga-
tions? Could it be said that the officers in the
circumstances were ‘serving and protecting

| \citizens with integrity?

In Abia State, on or ai;)out August9, 2006, the

- Nigerian. police rgportedly: -
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fessional statements from them.
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Quotables: “Without a thrwm
law and justice can never

democracy,
and where

elections are continuously ri ed, law and justice

cannot pros er” - Chairman,

BA Port Harcourt
ranch, Emmanuel Aguma

tanandmralbrandm His activi-

on all and sundry, utiliz-
to&\efuﬂeste—egalprachoeandmodem
meansofdxssanmahngmfomahonm&\ou
~sands of leatlhetmlchofabutton.
Tenth, S
paramet!ersthatwillbesetandlaxddownby
each: petent to vote, before cast-

tles

te, comy
his vote. It is a mtter of conscience.
m%Nh:le1tnsoc»r|eecle¢:1ti:latanyofti’:eﬂ:mee
aspirants for the office will make a good
President, let the best of the three emerge vic-
?er;eomTftilel twoalegbhedtoﬂt;ake
at with equanimity an eir
support and loyalty ttg the v?c:torge Such
would be tantamount to a E)hhcal outp! Ny
of courtroom courtesies -
vanquished.

This is a conference conceived and
designed for improvement of legal educa-
tion and provide a recreational environment.
Less than 20% of the conferees will vote. The
organisers have painstakingly strived to
organize a hitch free conference. Apart from
the President, it is also important to focus on

o ABIA,

led 12 rob Sléiﬁeds including a12

ld, before glegym a and thedgl‘e;\eral
bhcat the central police station in Umuahia,
Ab1a State. The suspects, some of whom dis-
Eilia,yed .gunshot wounds were purporhed to
been arrested after an exchange of gun-

fire with the police inwhich 4 others were shot
to death at Olokobe Ndume community in
Umuahia North Local ‘Government ‘Area of
thestate. In all the

Egse&been mdepen

the media, which facts
ently verified, following

the parade during which double barrel guns, -

pistols:and other dangerous weapons as well
as an. mtematlonal passport purpo
recovered from the suspects were dlsplayex
the police killed the suspects and dum
their bodies at the premises of the F

Medical Centre, Umuahia after obtaining con-

gunned down3 when
to rob some residents ata suburb.. The
whidvalso stated that the deceased

suspeets opened fire -on the police and.

themmthnooptlonbuttoﬁ t back, noted

 that the killing of the 3 brings to 12 the num-

' ber of armed robbers killed by members of the -

anumbberysquadmﬂtelasttwowwksmthe

state. .-
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e AND MAY THE BEST MAN WIN - conti fiom pg 56

other offices. Weneedtoelectoompetent

and “forward-| speople, who"are suc-
cesses in their legal practices. These will alley
all our fears and avoid incessant allegations
that Association funds are being misman-

Fmanclal misappropriation of funds has

decimal since the 1990

mual electi mr:;;m Owetrl,be Imo State.

executive is to transpanent,
accountable and ﬁnalrlu%e:lly pmdent
of whom we shall all be very NBA
money is not private funds to spent and
used on the whims and caprices of
officers. It is an accountable trust, which
must be prudently managed.

The office of Federal Attorney-General
and Minister of Justice should be a no-go
area for our elected President. Our constitu-
tion by the mandatory provisions of
Artldeﬁ (iv) (f) forbids it. He or she should .
not solicit, or canvass for this office. If offered,
he must dedline. Inherent in this provision is
a moral suasion and an obligation not to
accept, if dangled by the federal executive.

HAPPY—TRIGGER COPS - Cont'd from pg 56 ®

. Suspected Armed Robbers. ..ﬁle

The intention is usually to “castrate” the

Assodiation and gfted e it fmmf
an engine room of o ition of rei)‘ulsx
anti-people and unooggg?uhonal cies of

government, at variance with the rule of law.

Any further contravention of this provi-

sion wnll confine the Assoaauon s constitu-
~tion to ‘the dustbin.

lawyelsmllbeoomealaughmgsto&to&le

ality of citizens of this country. We will .| empo

m able to defend the constitution of the
Federal Republic of Ni
guilty” of impos t standards on
ourselves as dlstmct from the sodety in
which we practice.

We MUST restore the dignity of the office
of Presidency of the NBA. "It is prestigious,
glamorous, pre-eminent, res, ble and
commands admiration both in the nation
and within the international community.

gean elected office, -the incumbent can- -
not

removed, based on the whims and
caprices of the government of the day.
He/she is the Number one voice of the legal

As _professionals, -

. and will stand

g _@se, it is hardly conceivable that 12 hardened

mbberymspedswmﬂdaﬂmto&\emme ,

M1 Alston, the United - Nations
SpedalRa ur on Extra Judicial summary
-and arbitrary execiitions, in a.report -
ing the.outcome of an official fact -finding visit

“Police put forth various pretexts to j
extra judicial executions. - a_victim is
killed in custody, an-attempted esca maybe«
victim is.
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legal, arbltrary and
including
reports suggest unnatural
death. Governments shall maintain investiga-
tive offices arid procedures to undertake such

inquiries. The of the investigation

eollecuonamianalysrsofall physical

V “The -investigation shall
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executions, .
v cases where mlmnts by relatives .
or other’ reliable :

shall be to determine the cause, manner and

hmeofdeaﬁ\,d\epersonmponsﬂale and any
patterm or. ce which may ‘have bmught“

ry evidence and statements from wit- .
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profession, of which he, the Federal

| Attorney General is a member. Let wisdom

prevail and let us avoid self- mouvatmg deci-
sions that WILL result in irreparable damage
.on'the psyche of the of our mem-
bership and the citizens of this Nation at

hlﬁemnfemoewﬂsemeasareﬁdﬁ
tonic and pot- of ideas to energise
empower us dunmtofour legal

knowledge, to
ghactme as we ghde aoefull to May 2
emocratlc 1OCess n&sts

e success of the

ly on our shoulders. should be
vigilant and resist draconian policies of gov-
ernment, which will confer on our Nation a
pariah and ignominious status within the
comity of nations.

It is the duty and constitutional obligation
of this government to organise trans alpanently
free and fair elections. The elector
MUST be allowed to- function normally,
without any form of intermeddling to pro-
duce the next set of democratic leaders. Asa
nation, we have to showcase to the entire
world the positive potentials of Africans as
being capable of political transition based on

| popular franchise, free and fair elections,

transp. amn‘c/zeaccountablhty and good gov-
ernance. MUST reverse the negative
political - behaviour of the political dass,
which has chaééed the pohtﬁfl w1thout any
‘reasonable just catlon. With the spate of
political assassinations b 7y agentsof aspirants
to elective offices, 2007 portends ominous
signs. The nation cannot withstand the
resultant effect of truncating the present .
: democraurc‘:afrocess The backlash by the
international community will be enormous
and the resultant effect w111 erode whatever
ﬁus ains, albeit economic that was achieved by
’ _n%ovemment ‘within the last seven years.
5 eBarAssoaﬂfetlgnhas a crucial role to
in steering lernocratic process and
gvo);d the embarrassment of thIe) 1993 elec-
tions. This is the reason why the 2006
Lawyers conference is of ; ave importance
to lawyers themselves, the political dass,
%:)\eemmt and the qtlzens of thJs coun
President of the Bar in coryunchon wi
a radical and forwarding looking executive,
will serve as a political watch-dog and an
opposhm which does not receive gratifica-
tible !30 polmcai assassmatxons and

The oul;gomg execuhve has achieved
ous progress within its 12 months
“life span. The court be
cess that sent jitters down the v-
tomey-General boobtamanm;unc-
- tion to stop the boycott. It also lent its voice
the. antl-t}urd term. emenfaxgn, which
way for elec-

elections.
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