he fragile peace in the
N Niger Delta creeks
N\ snapped Sunday night as
12 persons were report-
edly killed in a gun battde
between men of the Joint Task
Force in the Niger Delta,
Operation  Restore Hope
(JTF), and militant youths
along Biobou Creek.
Although there were con-
flicting accounts of the clash

From Segun James in Yenagoa
and Crusoe 0sagie in Lagos

yesterday, but the JTF, the
Movement for the Emancip-
ation of the Niger Delta
(MEND) and Shell Petroleum
Development Company con-
firmed the incident.

A Shell statement said the

company had received reports
of a clash between men of JTF
and the militants around Brass
Creek, which resulted in injuries
and possible casualties, noting
that the details were still
sketchy. ,

It said: “We have also
received reports that an SPDC
staff in Letugbene may have
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® Oil company staff feared dead .

been involved in the attack.”

The company refused to give
the name of the staff feared to
have been involved in the inci-
dent, stating that company poli-
¢y demanded that the family be
notified first.

The Shell worker was
abducted on August 8 during a
routine visit to the community

of Letugbene, in the presence of
Bayelsa State Government offi-
cials. .
But MEND, in its account
distributed to the media through

email, said the incident hap-

pened when a rescue party sent
to secure the release of a Shell
staff held hostage by some
youths was ambushed by the
JTF, leaving dead 10 of its fight-
ers, a state government official

a, 12 Killed

and the rescued shell staff,

According to- the group,
"We set out with 14 fighters to
secure the release of:a Shell
worker held in Bayelsa State,
This was successfully done
and on the way back, they were
ambushed by about 10 JTF
gunboats.

"They were attacked ‘with-
out provocation or warning

Continued on Pg. 4 .
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and we lost 10 of the 14
fighters in this attack”
MEND said the Shell
worker was in one of its
boats when they were
attacked, but it did not know
whether he was killed.
But the JTF said it was not
. _aware of any casualty during
- .the incident.

- According to its- Public-

Relations Officer, Major

. MEND;

some criminals were hiding
in Biobou Community in
Ekeremor, and that on the
strength of this information,
the community was raided
through a cordon and search
process.

“No casualties were
involved either from the mil-

itary side nor the side of the
militants, only arrest was-
~made,” he said. .

But the spokesman of
Pam::k*;

Chief

| former
deputy ‘governor - of the

that  the

- Police were: responsible for

o Daramola.

But speaking at. the open-.

ing of the meeting with the

aspirants, Ehindero = said

investigations into the mur-

~ der would cut across party
and tribal lines.

In his words, “We all

know why we are here, We

" are here because of the mur-

der of Dr. Ayo Daramola. I

~humber of people and stake-
holders to ‘unravel - the

B “We' must stop It por-
““tends danger for the whole

. country, especially ‘if ‘the

s B s e LT o i e oll o

state, Mr. Abiodun Aluk ,
‘Ekiti . State
Govcmmentandthethena -

the - murder, . penultimate -
Monday, of a PDP-guberna- -
torial aspirant, Dr. Ayodele‘

had invited quite a sizeable

motive‘ behind the ass'as‘si‘-,.
nation. T-am ‘still ‘going to -
invite traditional mlérs fmm :

protection other than the
security provided for other

Nigerians.. Ehindero stated:

“Aspirants are not entitled *

to- more security than the
security that is generally

provided for all Nigerians...
But--when they emerge as.

candidates, then we can
now start giving them per-
sonal security. That is gov-

. ernment policy”

:But he said Nigerian
politicians must imbibe the
culture of. sportsmanship
and. play politics by the
rules. “I want to say that our

politicians should play poli- -

tics without bitterness. -Our

- politics must have princi-
ples that are- based on -
' morahty,” he said: - ,
But when the Inspectarf
~ Geneéral of Police invited' -
the aspirants to make contri- -,

butions, at least two of them
indicted the state - govern-

mwmant and tha wnlica FAar tha

BLOODY SHOOT-OUT Cont'd ﬁ'omPI

~youths - of
“Community about a month

.E '
aspirants across the country
have applied for police pro-
tection, -explaining. that it

" was not possible to prowde

“poroku)

Bigha, told THISDAY that
the JTF killed 10 of its fight-
ers. v

He explained that a team
of chiefs, community heads
and youth leaders had been
briefed by Shell to negotiate
the release of one Mr.

Nelson Ojegha, a - Comm- .
Officer -

unity - Liaison
(CLO),- kldnapped by the
Letugbene

ago.

against the state government,
taking advantage of his rela-
tionship with - the EFCC
Chairman, Mallam Nuhu

Ribadu.

“They are only trying to
cover up the truth and using
animosity to jeopardize the
course of the investigation
into the matter. They should
not trivialize 'the death of

"Daramola because of their

political ambitions.

- “My governor did not k111 o
- anybody to become governor
-.and will not kﬂl to retam hlS .

office.”
- Meanwhile, Fayose has

sald until the killers of -
Daramola are found by.the

NDERO Cont'dﬁnmm —

,“What have you to say of g8y
afan that was impeached 7 The
(Aluko) or of a senator that
was expelled by the Peoples’ . accus
Democratic Party (Olowo- :membet
and - joined the " ities said-
-ACD, or-of Mr.Femi Falana
who “wants ‘to come’ in-:
' through the back door using
‘the Economic afid Financial :
Crimes Commission (EFCC)

‘old
Adewunmi, who was taken
- away by security agents to

He said after securing the
hostage’s release, the rescue
party was attacked by the
JTF along the Biobou Creek.

He said they were mov-
ing in two speedboats and a
Passport 19 boat when thc
attack happened.

Bigha said there was no
exchange of fire between the

- soldiers and. MEND, warn-
* ing that the attack had vitiat-

ed the - peace sagreement g
'betweenduetwogrwps Ea

The Federal Government
had last week ordered the
military to flush out the mil-
itants from the Niger Delta,
stating that its patience with
their militancy was tinning
out.

But oil companies had at
the weekend expressed fears

. of a possible backlash of the
* Federal Government’s order
for a crack down.on insur--

gents in the Niger Delta. -
2 Industry, _sources _told

by the cycle of crises. the

~state . and " called for :divi

“intervéntion. - i i T
His pains were yesterday‘

worsened by the arrest of
one his supporters, ‘90 year-
Prince . Adegoke

an unknown destigation.
Fayose who bemoaned
“the politics of destruction
that some people are playing
in Ekiti State today,” berated
his political opponents, say-
ing when he ‘was-.in the
opposition in 2003, he.con-

ducted a responsible cam-
paign that was devod of .
- mudslinging. - u

“The govemor dem .

strong terms the allegatnon.
that he killed the former -

World Bank consultant,
- But' his" -supporter,

nain ;;Adewumm, Tis-
< helping security agents to

1 solve the murder nddle :
y . came.
Oke-Isha, " AdO—Ekltl

fyfstatecapltal at 9am.,” - stated
‘the.” operatlon ' He

~away people,

TRTES S 7. 2l 3 L. TV

currently

.. The " secunty ‘agents ‘who

prince ‘on Ojumose area of
the

During -
which lasted .for about two
and a half hours, the secuity

agents who -operated in a'

commando. style 'shot spo-
radically into the air to scare
especially
those at the market area.
Following a
search of the one-story build-
ing apartment, painted in
brown and  light yellow

colour, several dangerous_

weapons such as guns, axe;
cutlasses, and charms were

- recovered..

Others

of “his -children . and twWo

“friends who were said to be
. "OR a visit at the nme of the

arrest.

sin ;. three - véhicles
. stormed the residence of the -

thorough

arrested w1th'
prince Adewunmi wcre four: -

THISDAY on Sunday that
oil majors in the country had
started to brace up in antici-
pation of more violent
attacks.

-Atop official of one of the
multinational oil firms said
the force-for-force order
given by President Olusegun

jo may result in more
violence against workers in
the oil and gas industry,
which -government - forces
‘may not be able to curtail.
“If. - the- Federal

Govemment s armed forces
go.all out against the mili-
tants in-the already charged
nger Delta’ region; an

the oﬂ comames and their
staff will be directly on the

v reeewmg:cnd ! the ofﬁcml s

‘ i govemments
swift change in its. approach
“to - vijolence in the region
may be too sudden for the
‘militants ‘to ‘adjust and this
may blow -off the lid and
give way for unbridled vio-
lence and bloodshed.

Meanwhile, the Federal
‘Govérnment troops at the
weekend arrested about 100
people in a search for mili-
tants suspected to have
abduéted 011 industry work-
ers. .. :
With the fears being
raised. over -the life of the .
- SPDC st&ff the concerns that - -

were expressed by playersin . -

the . oil -industry following

the - federal - * government
- order may’ ve been con-
ﬁrmed .



