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into Kwande last Saturday where

they launched the attack that saw
three houses razed down.

Mr: Akerigba lamented that the
ever busy Jato-Aka/Kashimbilla
road has now become a death trap
as armed herdsmen now lay siege
for innocent travellers, massacre

nd throw their bodies into the
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people who were returning from

The group that lost their friend
and family member reacted an-
grily by going to the home of the
individual who reported them to
the police and set the house ablaze.

Theyouths proceeded to the Ifon
Divisional Police Station, where
they chased away all the officers,
including the Divisional Police Of-

A source fro
Government Area who is also a
community leader, Mr: Lawrence
burn alivetogether withthe  Akerigba, confirmed the incident
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were protesting the death of  on Valentine’s Day The aggrieved
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marketlosttheirlivesinthehands
of thekillers whoKilled them and
na-Ala, atributary of River Benue.

"Families of the slain victims
have continued tosearch for corps-
es of their people but in vain and
tears," Akerigba exclaimed.

He appealed for the deployment
of troops to help contain the situa-
tion as soldiers already on ground
arenotenough tomeet the security
hiccups being faced by people in
the affected communities.

Also reacting to the incident,
former councillor for Moon Coun-
cil Ward, near the Cameroon, Hon.
Jacob Ubi, decried the ongoing
spate of insecurity bedeviling
Kwande Local Government Area,
and urged both the state and Fed-
eral Governments to demarcate
the boundary between Benue and
Taraba States as part of strategies

to end years of intractable blood-
shed.

1o establish a police barrack and
construct access roads to attract
meaningful development in the
now deserted communities.
The former councillor said
Jato Aka, the home of ex-Min-

- ister of Steel Development

Wantaregh Paul Unongo,
which remains the only safe
place for all displaced people
in the area, has been overpop-
ulated with victims as most
public places have now been
occupied by IDPs.

He noted that at the mo-
ment, all schools in Jato Aka
have been shut down while
markets have been grounded
for fear of attack by the in-
vading armed herdsmen.
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