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How cultists killed 20 rivals in
clashes within a month in Edo

Francis Ogbaugu

o fewer than 20 suspected
cultists have been killed in
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The past.one month In Benin
ity, the Edo State Capital. _
Thetlash between two rival confra.
térnities ension in the state
capital and other parts of the state.
'_%t‘\ﬁsTaUW that the clash which
startedin eft at least 10sus;

It was learnt also that the clash
snowballed into the month of No!
_ber where another 10 members of each_
group dt&{ during clashe
Sakponba, [kpoba Okha Local Govern-

ment Area of the state capital. = —

Genesis

Cultism was said to have mduced in
the state after the creation of Edo State
Security Network (ESSN), as the various
cult groups could not operate because
of the visibility of the security group
in the state, but it was learnt however
that when the group was disbanded, they
used the opportunity of their disband-
ment to launch fresh attacks.

The security group was disbanded
by the Inspector General of Police, IGP
Kayode Egbetokun, during the Septem-
ber 21, 2024 governorship election in the
state.

However, a week after the election,
the centre couldn't hold again for the
heartbeat of the nation as the various
confraternities went on rampage, attack-
ing and Killing each other.

The security group had over 6,500
personnel, it was alleged that some of
the personnel were members of various

confraternities before they were enlisted
into the security group, but after the dis-
bandment some of them didn't return
the guns with them.

Those who were still with the guns
and also belong to the various cult
groups escalated the crisis in the state
after their disbandment.

Victims
It was gathered that on Tuesday, Oc-
tober n sus

Benm City duringa_livestoavoid being hit by stray bullets."
acmss the cnfi and the clash La@lAnother victim who was in his

tween Eiye and the Vik
source told our correspondent that
¢ killing-continued and later snow-

~Jballed fo Friday Navember 1, when a—lubri
young man, whose identity is not et cult
al It was gathered that his death
mayo bus SIop; at m, as he was was a retaliation to the killing of
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.Befnrehun a.bquane chers
_had been killed in different parts
“of_the cify in October. The victim
was about to enIer thegrocery shop
when he was blocked by the rival
Vikings group members, when he
was shot he tried to escape, but they
ran after him and shot him again on

the stomach.
“Immediately the gunshot rented the
_air; residents started running for their

id-thirties identified simply as 1k
who hails from Rive!
ager of a petrol station who also sells

icants was shot dead by Eiye
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"He told me someone was look-
ing for him at the petrol station, that
those who came to look for him wore
mask, instead of him torun, he went
back home and put on black and re-
turned to the station, that was how
he was gunned down.”

Group

As a result of the tension cre-
ated by the cult clashes in parts of
the state, an Edo State based Social
Cultural Organisation, Aigbe Edo
Progressive Alliance (APA), has ap-
pealed to the Inspector General of
Police, IGP Kayode Egbetokun, to
lift the ban placed on the state local
vigilante group. -

The president of the group, Carl
Otokiti, said the vigilance group com-
pliments the efforts of the police and
other sister agencies in the state to
check activities of the cultists.

"We are appealing to the youths
in Edo State to shun cultism which
has led many of them to early death
especially the promising young ones.
The activities of cultists also scare
some potential investors away from
the state and lead to destruction of
properties and lives during clashes.

“We are appealing to the IGP to
immediately and unconditionally
lift the ban on the security group for
peace to be restored in Benin and
other parts of the state.”

Appeal
Meanwhile, the Benin United Fo-
rum (BUF), another social cultural

government reserve area where most
of the killings take place. We are tired
of innocent people’s blood being shed
ondaily basis due to the nonsense kill-
ing by cultist.”

Security expert

A security expert,-Mr Fum-Arl
eniji, reacting to trending issies of
cultism said they pose significant so-
cietal challenges, often exploiting vul-
nerable individuals into their folds.

Adeniji said that cultists thrive
on indoctrination, especially among
children who absorb the cult's world-
view without critical examination.
Cult leaders also exhibit narcissistic
traits, manipulating followers to sur-
render their autonomy and critical
thinking to them.

He said: "Economy and social frus-
tration often drive individuals, partic-
ularly students, to join cult, believing
they offer solution to their problems.
Despite various eradication efforts,
cults still persist due to societal decay.

“Lack of parental guidance and in-
fluential adult role model, addressing
these issues requires a multifaceted
approach that emphasises education
and community support.

"To prevent children from cult in-
doctrination, we should educate our
children about influence and teach
them about healthy influence, create
a safe environment for our children.
Also monitor external influence on
them by being vigilant about who
interact with our children and what
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