NEWS

Six killed in Benue communities|
war over boundary dispute

Cephas lorhem_en
MAKURDI .

"The Bonta people who not-
ed that they had peacefully

coexisted with the Ukpute

,_Egp__o,f_B@ta._a_ community over the years,

Community in Mbator

kindred of Mbagiiss/
Mbatser in Konshisha Local
Gov
State, yesterday raised the
alarm over alleged consistent
attacks on its community by
militants from their neigh-

lamented recent plot by Uk-
pute community to forcefully

their land is brewing
violence that has shattered
their peaceful coexistence,
even as Ukpute militia con-
tinues night raids on the com-
munity, killing, maiming and

bouring Ukpute community - destroying properties.

in Oju, saying at the last count
no fewer than six indigenes
of the community have been
murdered by the blood thirsty
Ukpute community militants.

They said, “What began
27 years ago as a boundary
matter has erupted into a hu-
manitarian crisis of staggering
proportions, threatening lives

and displacing families".
Addressing a news confer-
ence in Makurdi on the con-
tinued attacks on the Bonta
community by the Ukpute
militia, the President and
of Diiv Progressive
Agenda (DiPA), Dr James
Amove Ukpoko and Vooyum
Agav, said Bonta people who
are deeply rooted in a culture
of agriculture and peace, have
seen their livelihoods and sta-

bility attacked by Ukpute mi-

litias determined to seize their
land by force.

They maintained that the as--

1997 disruption, triggeredAby

" claims toland leased to Messrs

Approfim Nigeriaby the Bonta
community. With legal docu-
mentation firmly establishing
Bonta ownership, we believed

justice would prevail".

They disclosed that during
one of the attacks, "the Ukpute

- militants destroyed their crops

and displaced their families,

. stressing that despite pleas

for peace, Ukpute’s militants

- continued their campaign,
undermining not only our

security but also the values
of nei urliness we hold

dear”.

sault on them "began after the




