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How 15 rival cult members were killed
Limeeetme In retaliation over death of Aiye hit man
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v said to e hit man
of Aiye cult group in the Badagary
zone, but his death has led to serious
tension following retaliation from his
members by killing Eiye group mem-
bers randomly in Badagary, Ojo and
across the state,

It was learnt that after the death of
Oluaye, his members promised to retal-
iate and in keeping with that, no fewer
than 15 members of Eiye and Aiye cult
groups have been killed.
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~—After Oluaye was pushed into
gutter, he was later shot multiple tim
- inthe head and every part of his
and his friend, Erukpe was also;shot
several times before they left.

The source told our correspondent

that during the assault, Erukpe, who -

was not a cult member was also shot
in the stomach, while another Aiye
member who was sitting close to Olu-
aye called i

\ alled Canty was also shotintie—
(Dhead, the three of them died on the
e.

The source added that the death of
Oluaye, Erukpe and Canty reportedly
escalated to other parts of the state,

leading to the death of an Eiye member
ed Toheed, he was’
ye members in retaliation to the |

~death of their leader.

The source further said the clash
also escalated to Ojo area where one
Aiye member eEiyeon

& , the deceased was identified

——asOpeyemi, he was said-to-beshotat
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e deceased Opeyemi, was said
to be the only son of his parents and
married with two children, but work
at Oriade.Local Council Development
Area of the state, he was also a Disc

mation that someone was Killed
_in Alaba area of the state, I also
received other reports of heavy
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Eiye members across Lagos, while

the retaliatory attacks isnowanon
top one in the state.

He said: "I got another-infc

gunfire near Imude Roundabout,
Shibiri and in Ojo Local Govern-
ment Area of the state, but nobody
was Kkilled. N

"Retaliatory attack is ongoing
randomly in every part of the La-
gos State, due to the death of Olu-
aye who is said to be a hit man of
Aiye in Badagary and in the state
in general."

This cycle of violence has es- |

ted over the past one month,
with both groups engaging in
deadly confrontations that have
also resulted in the death of sev-
eral young promising boys in the

state. e

"In retaliation, Aiye members
targeted Eiye members, leading
to significant casualties on both
sides. Residents have expressed
fear as these cult members operate
openly, often attacking indiscrim-
inately, which has created panic
and fear in the community. Ma-

ing attacked by the cultists in the
course of attacking each other. The
boys are daring, they attack each
other during the day, especially in
Badagary. We want peace, in 2018,
majority of the cultists renounced
their membership in Badagary, but
now it is something else. The Lagos
State government should help us to
flush the bad boys out."

Residents

The residents of Badagry have
expressed significant fear and con-
cern following a series of violent
clashes between rival cult groups,
particularly the Aiye and Eiye con-
fraternities

A residents who gave his name
simply as Mauho, who spoke with
our correspondent on phone noted
that the issue of cultism in Badaga-
ry is getting out of hands and need
to be properly checked.

Mauho said the murder of Oluaye
who is the hit man of Aiye members
in Badagary and Ojo has heightened
tension in the community and it's
environs in the last one month.

The senseless killing has led to
widespread anxiety among resi-
dents of Badagry and its environs.

"This indiscriminate violence
has left many feeling unsafe in the
town, prompting calls for increased
police intervention. Residents have
urged the authorities to deploy ex-
ternal police forces to effectively
address the situation, as they be-
lieve local law enforcement are of-
ten compromised or ineffective in
curbing the violence”

Security expert

A security expert, Mr. Femi Ad-
eniji, said, to effectively address
and tame cult violence, govern-
ment should take a decisive action
against the various confraternitiee
in the state.

Adeniji said implementing a
multifaceted approach that in-
cludes education, law enforcement
and community support will help
a lot in taming cult related issues
in the state.

He said: "Governments should
prioritise educational programs
that inform citizens about the na-
ture of cultism, their recruitment
tactics, and the psychological ma-
nipulation involved. Also, strength-
ening law enforcement capabilities
to investigate and prosecute cult-
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visit a friend when he was killed. outof the zone to avoid being lured sons out of town, to avoid being ing violent acts, but also disman-
into cultism. y lured into the group. tling illegal activities associated
Killings It is becommts fgl;harrasslllng “The clashes bt;tiween the rival wi% cultﬁli;lhmgeveryaspectof the law.
> 5 seelng parents w e police ups have created a pervasive at- 'Establishing support systems
nggiﬁe 0 area of &Z—g%wﬂ:_'evacuaﬁng the remains of their ggs;?:em of dread and panicinthe  for individuals who have left cult
ember o e ed was Children killed during cult clash town. We want peace in our town, groups is crucial. This can include
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the Commissioner of Police to de- Another resident who spoke nities."
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