Bandits raid Katsina community, kill 24 persons

t least twenty-four per- _ara, Tafi, and Kore on Thursday
sons are said to have nightat about 9:00 pm shooting
several ically to scare the resi-

_others wounded in a fresh ban- _dents.

_dits attack o kin  The Chairman of Sabuwa Lo-
_Noma commuhnity in Sabuwa  cal Government Council, Faruq
Local Government Area of Kat- Dalhatu, on a telephone call, said

_ sina State. " ofthevictims wereburied per

Those lo]]ed were mosﬂy v1gl-

A local secunty ofﬁaal said
that during the attack which
lasted for about an hour, four
villages were raided by the
hoodlums in what he described
as reprisals over military offen-
sives on the bandits’ hideouts.
He explained that the hood-
lums stormed the villages of
Unguwar Sarkin Noma, Gang-
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the Islamic rites on Friday morn-
ing after the attack.
e added that the last victim
was also conveyed for burial
from the hospital after he was
certified dead.

“Upon hearing of the bandits’
mission to attack the Local Gov-

ermnment Council, we swung into

action by informing virtually all
the security agencies.

“They (security agencies) all re-
sponded to our distress call and

availed themselves to the com-
munity. Before you know it, the
Bandits raided the community
and killed these people.
“Twenty-three people were
buried from the beginning, in
accordance with Islamic rites,
and the last victim was conveyed
from the hospital after he was
certified dead,” he added.
Police authorities are yet to
comment on the attack as phone

calls put through the spokesman

of the Katsina Police Command

Abubakar Sadig, were unan-

‘swered.

Sabuwa is among the eight
most vulnerable security front-

line local government areas in

Katsina State where activities
of bandits are on the increase

almost daily.
Meanwhile, the Governor of
Katsina State, Dikko Radda,

saysbandmylsmwa “business

Speaking on Channels Televi-
sion’s Politics Today on Friday,
Governor Radda accused some
security personnel and govem-

- ment officials of aiding banditry.

“Now it has turned out to be
a business venture. A business
venture for the criminals, some

‘people who are in government;
. and some people who are in se-
curity outfits, and some people’

who are responsible for the day-
to-day activities of their people.
These are so many reasons why
we are unable to bring banditry
to anend,” he said.
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