it was reported that no fewer than 92 residents
were killed between April and June, 2023.

It was learnt that the attacks were often
attribute to armed herders, who have been
m‘xsnladxestammmingitirxmaha-
ven for gunmen, as the violence has displaced
thousands of people and destroyed property
worth millions of naira.
innocent citizens, which includes; traditional
rulers, women, children, security personnel,
religious leaders and farmers.
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Recent incident

However, on Sunday January 7, in a re-
newed attack, seven people were Killed by
gunmen to be herders in Logo Lo-
cal Government Area of the state.

The suspected armed herders were said to
have attacked a commercial vehicle between
Arufu and Chembe villages and shot at pas-
sengers.

The attackers were later reported to have
invaded the Mchia community in the night

and killed another seven passengers.
Several others were reported to have been
tssing during the invasi

invasion.

Amdmgmaoommunitylmdel:Anawah
J@eﬁl.meattadu'slaidambushmmemad
and shot at a commercial vehicle.

He said: “Armed herders in collaboration
with Jukun militias on Sunday shot at a com-
mercial vehicle heading to Iorza and some pas-
sengers were injured.

"l‘heyalsomvadedeliawtmtheysbot
and killed eight people. It was an
hﬁdent.ﬂxemilitantsalsoslaughtemdpeoﬂe
who were fast asleep in their various houses
in Michia.

'Iamappealingtothesmegovenunﬂltw
come to our rescue, I don't know what next to
do again. I am tired of this senseless killing.
destruction of i

amﬂn'eightpeoplemldﬂedwhilesem'al
Jonathan said, “it is true that armed herd-

ers in collaboration with Jukun militias at-

tacked my people on Sunday at about 9prm.
'thmehelpdpolicanen.wewemal_ie

He added that, the attackers
hummby.mkunmnm-mwm
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Unending Attacks: 15 killed as

gunmen invade 2 Benue villages

'

o

’manyaxestillmimmg’ and

| number will rise. After kill- |

| ing the people and injuring

| many, thearmed men set fire

on people's property and fled
scene.

Diom, the armed gang fled

GovAlia the scene, but on getting to

"I believe we are going to overcome “Their corpses have been deposited at theth' z?ku,m w\l:lk:z

C 0 on the Zaki Biam- i

the challenge as God liveth. Because we NKST hospital Mmmnpmjummmm
“All these renewed attacks and killings  them.

cannolongerbenrthepainsandagony
dwryinginmomtpeopleondajlybnsis
in our various

without any provocation are aimed at dis-
placingmepeasnntfannexsinmderto
pavethewwforcatﬂemmzeonmeir

“Though no one knows how many of
them were killed, but I believe some of
t!mmm:luwbeenneuu-alixdinthat

8 murdered at Chembe village crops which are yet to be harvested.”
Meanwhile, on Saturday September 3. _ The community leader, whochronicled  The Chairman, who decried the attack,
2023, one Hembaku L the spate of renewed attacks by Fulani  said no one knew the motive of the attack-
ﬁmwﬁtomﬁ%‘_ herdsmen on the people of Gaambe-Tievin  ers.
and killed on his % t!gelocalgovemmentmasimethebegin
. mmol'Septunbu‘m‘ZisaidmeSatuldw Killing is barbaric
~——Five days later on Friday September attack was the fourth. Mr. Adegoke Adele, a security expert
29, 2023 at women from Anawa, however called on both state said government’s response to the issue of
the same village (Chembe), Mrs. fem- | and Federal Government toasa matterof - gun violence in Benue State has beena topic
Ornguga and Dinnah were urgency deploy security tosecure thearea.  of concern. ke
hecked with i He said the issue of insecurity in the
‘marauders when they went to 27 killed in two communities state isan age long issue that needed lasting
fetch However, another 27 persons have been solution and peace, because innocent people
'mywuemshedwamedimlfmﬂ- killed by an unknown armed gang in a have been killed on different occasions.
ity by men of Operation Wilds Stroke bloody attack on Adogo Ugbaam, Akpuu- *The violence, often attributed toarmed
stationed at Arufu, a settlement, na and Diom communities in Ukum Local b_mlas.hasledtonumuwsdmﬂsand -
where they are recuperating. Another Government Area of the state. displacement of people. Despite the recur-
attad(alsotookplaceonwedmsdw% The attack on July 7, 2023 also left sev- ring attacks, some have criticised the gov-
mba-u,mmmdhmatlomaalwg eral persons with life-threatening injuries. ernnmtﬁorpottakingstmmnaimto
Tse Abiem Road where two young men, It was gathered that the armed men had address the situation, with accusations of
Vihimga and Chuku Gaku attacked a funeral at Adogo Ugbaam com- not doing enough to stop the violence and
who went to buy fish at Zebo Market near munity, where they killed three mourners, even encouraging the herders to continue
River Benue were waylaid on their way justasamdla“ganghwuledAkmnmm their attacks. 2 i
back by Fulani militia who inflicted them Diom communities, where 24 persons were “The killings is ‘barbaric,’ the law en-
with various degrees of injuries. forcement agencies should intervene and
three people were reported to According to a local source, who spoke restore The of small
have been killed by gunmen on condition of anonymity, the armed men and light weapons in the region has been
to be armed herdsmen at Imatom village whase motive was not known, stormed the linked to the resurgence in killings. The at
in Logo Local Government Area area of villages on motorbikes killing the three tacks have been described as “pure murder-
the state. mourners at Adogo Ugbaam village at ous insurgency” and have been condemned
‘A community leader; Anawa Joseph, about 9pm., after which they invaded Ak tsme.evilmdm
said the killing of people in the local gov- and Diom the following morning, added that the government's efforts
ernment area by suspected have when the local market in the area was busy to address the issue have been called into
assumed a i with the day’s activities. question, and there is a growing need for
Anawa gave the names of the latest He said: “Nobody saw this coming; the effective measures to end the violence in .
victims of armed herdsmen to include; armed men stormed Diom and Akpuuna  the state.
Tertsea Terki Adagundu, Tertsea Mk on motorbikesatabout 11am, when the lo- ¢
pomandMlmldOOUmblm cal market in the community had picked up Police i
.+ Hesaid: “These three young men were with activities after killingthreemourners - When contacted, the Police Public Rela- -
‘ kinedbyruhnlmmmmmvmue at Adogo Ugbaam village last tion Officer (PPRO), Catherine Anene said
" square, néar Chembe, “At Akpuuna and Diom they shot at she was not aware of the incident
" Logo Local Benue State yesterday ' saw, the ' - She however promised toget back toour
Saturday st about 9pm. people in the market and in the two neigh- * corespondent on the matier



