ightning has aﬂe?edlyl.lghtnmg kills 3 students in Anambra

killed three senior sec
ondary school (SS3)
students in Awka South Local

_Governmeiit Area of Anam-

enveloped the area and the boys
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were struck in the process.
A teacher heard the students

Tra State, the News Agency of  screaming and running. He ran
Nigeria (NAN) gathered yes- _ to the field and saw at least nine
terdayv. - students trembling and jerking on
eve witness told NAN that theturf '
the lightning shriick nine male stu- “That was when he raised the
dents who were playing football alarm thatpeople gathered to help.
with their peers on the school's Theboyswereimmediatelyrushed
itch tothe school clinic, from where they
“The students were practicing  were takentohospltalmAWka

“Sixof thenineboyswereresus- _

to a football . citatedandare currenﬂy recelvmg

on the footﬁ gjj:ch_mfh_the___
tour:nament.—

““Thecoachhadended thetrain- = Their parel

ing session before rain started, but

someof thestudentsstayed behind ~

to continue playing football.
“Lightning, accompanied-by

_treatment, butthreedidnotsurvive.
nts have been contact-
ed,” the witness told NAN.

A resident, Mrs Hope Egwu,
told NANthatnewsof the incident

went round on Sunday and every-

claps of thunderstorm suddenly  one had been held spellbound.

Atthehospital in Awka, parents
and sympathisers trooped into the
ward where the survivors were re-
celving treatment.

A doctor, who requested ano-
nymity; told NAN that three out of
the nine boys were brought into
the hospital dead. but six others
were revived. “As of now, parents
of two of the dead boys have taken
the corpses away, while one is still
in the mortuary

“Tt is sad that they were playing
on the field barefooted. If they had
boots on, the impact of the light-
ning would probably have been
minimised,” he said.

When contacted, police spokes-
man in Anambra, DSP Tochukwu
Ikenga, said the incident had not
been reported to the police.




