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Ebubeagu: Well-intentioned-—
outfit tumed killing machine

® ...leading to the hunter becoming the hunted N o
 ® [ was tortured, dehumanised, and paraded naked in publicVictim

Ebubeagu,;a security outfit, was set up by the South-East Governors' Forum
tocombat insecurity and protect residents of the region from marauding
herders who were carrying out deadly attacks and kidnapping people at
random. But, it soon became an outfit of terror, killing and maiming the
same people it was established to protect. This prompted calls for its
disbandment. In recent times, however, the outfit has become the hunter,
which is being hunted as many of its personnel have fallen to the bullets

of unknown gunmen across the region, mainly in Ebonyi State, reports

UCHENNAINYA

bubeagu, a South-East securi-
ty outfit, came into being pri-
marily to check the high rate

of insecurity in that region, The
people clamoured for it. They wanted
a semblance of its sister ouffit in the
South-West codenamed Amotekun. Its
main objective was to tame the high
calibre criminal elements, especially
killer herdsmen in the region.

Initially, this idea could not see the
light of the day because the gover-
nors of the zone were said not to have
shown commitment and sincerity. It,
however, took the bravery of Ebonyi
and Imo states to separately set up
their own, which is today known as
Ebubeagu. Abia, Anambra and Enu-
gu states, sensing a backlash from the
people, hurriedly set up theirs with
different names.

Nevertheless, the activities of
Ebubeagu in Ebonyi and Imo states
have been marred by controversy and
have remained questionable in many
ways. There have been widespread
allegations that the governments of
the two states are using them for po-
litical persecution and hunting down
real and imagined political opponents,
hence the people view their activities
with suspicion.

“EBUBEAGU,NOWA
NIGHTMARE’

]gf Ebonyi State, there have been cas-
es of controversial killings allegedly
by Ebubeagu. Even some opposition
members had once alleged that some
owerful individuals unleashed the
outfit on them, an allegation the com-

manders often denied.
ut, atfit has somehow become.

a lord onto itself, killing and maiming__.
e states at _wﬂl. For in- _

fance, a 15-year-old was Hed toa tree,
?ormrea,_tomear death. A widow and

—_———— ¥
citizens of

ther of five, including the 15-year-
2‘113 I\?frs. Nnenna Ogbonna, was one
of the victims of Ebubeagu brutality
i tate. i
= gfeis from Igbeagu, [zzi Local Gov-
ernment Area of the state but resides
at Nwankwo Street, Abakaliki thhl her
children. An officer of Ebubeagu lives
with them. The operative ha f“kt‘}ig

i or

her daughter, Blessing, to gx?:ﬁq

(3 . 1 ‘'t have
electricity bill and the g(lernt and prom-

the money at that mﬁfg day. This did

ised to pay wi ] s

11 with the Ebubeagu
;%;ggvh%ﬁsgsﬂy descended on her
an?—szaitdh:;tl.:‘v}t)é at that. He aﬁct)e?ﬁ.t
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vited his coiliea i o ke

- compound and brought in

took them to their headquarters at old
Government House where Blessing
was almost tortured to death but fqr
the Special Assistant to Governor Dave
Umahi on Internal Security, Tkechuk-
wu Panchris.

Panchris, who is one of the lead-

ers of the Ebubeagu, heard about the _

torture and demanded to know the
offence the girl and her mother com-
mitted that warranted such act. Not
satisfied with the explanation, Pan-

chris immediately ordered the untying

of the woman and her daughter an
warned the boys against such an act.

Ogbonna narrated her ordeal: “I
and my children were sleeping and
I woke up to go and ease myself. As
I was moving outside to urinate, [
saw people with Euns entering our
compound. One Ebubeagu operative
pointed at our house and said “look at
the women'’s room’.

“When I heard that, I hid myself
and started watching from a distance.
A few minutes later, they drove out
and I decided to come out from my
hiding place. I didn’t know that some
of them were left behind in our com-
pound. Immediately they saw me, they
said ‘look at this woman, it is like she
is the one we are looking for, shoot her,
shoot her’. I ran to where a fence was
being constructed and hid there.

“I'ran to Vanco junction almost na-
ked and met security men on duty and
they asked me why 1 was that way. I
explained emerythir';li;l to them and they
al[gwed me to stay there till day break.
While I was running away, I saw Bless-
ing my daughter and one of my sons
foﬁowing those Ebubeagu men. I was
able to recognise Blessing because
she was wearing white
clothes while I couldn’t
recognise my son very
well as it was dark. They
were torturing Blessing.

“They were tortur-
ing Blessing because of
wﬁere we live, Nwank-
wo Street at Vanco and
we have lived there for
five years. Last year, a girl

ot accommodation in our

Ebubeagu operative, and
two of them started liv-
ing together. Every time
the Ebubeagu man will
be smoking Indian hemp
in our kitchen. Each time
Blessing is cooking in the
kitchen, the man will grab
her and hug her. Blessing
always complained about
this to me and ] always tell
her that the man smokes a
lot and his actions may be

'T have for-
given all of
them that
participated
in this grue-
some torture
and dehu-
manisation
that I went
through'

as a result of what he smokes.

“I then advised Blessing and my
second daughter, Favour, not to greet
the man anymore. One day, the man
COmplaineg to me that my children
no longer greet him, that they are
very stubborn and 1 didn’t talk to
him because I knew that he wanted
to defile my children.

“Later, he came to Blessing and
told her to give him the electricity bill
and she told him that she will pay the
bill when she retums in the evening.
But the man told Blessing that if she
moved an inch without giving him
the money, he would show her that
he is Ebubeagu. My daughter plead-
ed with him to exercise patience till
the evening and he became
infuriated and hit her head
on the wall.

“He thereafter removed
his clothes, carried my
daughter and hit her on
the ground and laid on her.
WhenIwent to separate him
from my daughter, he carried
me up and hit me on the
ground. He started beating
two of us and my daughter
ran away. He threatened to
kill us, boasting that we are
not up to the people he has
shot dead.”

Ogbonna added: “Qur
landlady, who was not
around ‘when the whole
thing started, came in and
wentand brought Ebubea
operatives, who handcuffed
me, Blessing and Daniel, one
of my sons. Our landlady or-
dered the operatives to pick
my other little children, say-
ing she is the landlady and

that the Ebubeagu man in our com-
pound is her brother, who saved her
when somebody fought her.

“One of them went inside our room
and started searching the room and 1
told him to stop searching our room.
Hiscol]eaﬁues told me that I don’t know
what I will pass through in their hands
and threatened to kill me and all my
children. They took us to their com-
mander at Vanco, who ordered that we
should be taken to their headquarters
in Government House.

“At the Government House, they
started torturing us and one of the
Ebubeagu men asked them about our
offence. They told him that my daughter,
Blessing is very stubborn anJ tied her to
atree in front of their office as they con-
tinued with the torture. One of them hit
her with a gun butt on the waist and she
fell down. They met Daniel and started
torturing him too. I started shouting and
one of the operatives, who happened to
be their Oga, came out and caHed one of
those that were torturing my children
and asked about their offences.

“One of them explained to their Oga
that we refused to pay the electricity bill
and the Oga calledllp'lim and those tortur-
ing my children fools and ordered that
my children be released immediately.
They call that their Oga Power. Power
came to us and ordered us to go; he said
weshould go to the police. If not for him,
we would have been tortured to death.

“AsIwas %oing, a team of policemen
from Central Police Station (CPS) landed
with a Hilux van and told us that we are
under arrest and Blessing told them that
she was seriously injured and the police-
men ordered her to remove her clothes.
They saw the injuries on Blessing’s body
and arrested that Ebubeagu man living

In‘our compound and detained him. The

handcuff_ed othe!
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policemen directed me to take Blessing
to the hospital where she was treated.
“In the evening while I was in the
hospital, police started calling me and
asked me why I had involved the hu-
man right group, FIDA in the matter. I
told them iat didn’t involve FIDA,
that it was the hospital management
that invited them into the matter.
Apart from Blessing and her moth-
er, Chief Linus Okorie was equally
lortured, dehumanised, and paraded
naked in a car park. Okorie alleged
that he was tortured, dehumanised,
forcefully stripped and araded stark
naked ina pugﬁc car park while being
video recorded. i

Okorie, while narrating his o_rde’e‘ll
after regaining his freedom, said: 1
was tortured, dehumanised, forcefully
stripped and paraded stark naked ina
public car park while being video re-
corded. No one was supposed to know
my location or come to my rescue. the
only accusation leveled at me was that
it was an insult to be contesting for.the
Senate. I was to be declared missing,
taken by unknown gunmen.

“Let me be emphatic here; | have for-
iven all of them that pahaFated in
his gruesome torture and dehumani

sation that | went through. 1f God could
53]\:& me from an ;Jthe_rw:l;se sure death,
who am I not to forgive: .
"My1§ourney tl-\%:)ugh abduction,
torture, dehumanisation and unjust
imprisonment has greatly opened my
eyes 1o the grave injustices suffered by
the majority of our people, who have
no one to speak for them. 1 have seen
that many are behind bars for offences
they know nothing about while some
Vv eveen been killed and Tabeled erim-
sroake, breeanise no one could stand up

for thern

ictims of torture

“If I gained nothing from the expe-
rience, | am strengthened in the resolve
to continue to champion the cause of
the poor and all disadvantaged classes
of ﬂ'F:e society (the oppressed, the wid-
ows, and the orphans). I will continue
to be the voice of the voiceless and the
defender of the oppressed.” )

But, Blessing, Ogbonna and Okorie
are not alone in this. Chief Julius Ama
Orji, popularly known as Oshiri would
have been shot dead by suspected
Ebubeagu personnel, who attacked him
and inflicted severe injuries on two oth-
er persons, Samuel Okam and Micheal
Orji, who were on his convoy. Orjiis a
businessman and politician. .

The incident occurred at Afikpo
South Local Government Area of Ebo-
nyi State when Orji, a native of Nguzu
in the area, was returning from a buri-
al ceremony in Ekoli Edda in the local
government when his convoy was bar-
ricaded.

He said: “Yes my convoy was at-
tacked as I was coming from Senator
Ogbuoriji's house on a Saturday, via
Ekoli Edda, when Stanley Emegaha,
the State APC chairman and Security
Consultant to the State government
and his Ebubeagu militia blocked me
and started pulling some people from
my car. They shot two people and my
policemen were very active, so I just
managed to escape. )

"The two men are still in the hospi-
tal receiving treatment. They also shot
at one of the cars following me, and
two others on the bike. But this time
around, I used one of the Prado jeeps
1 brought down from Lagos, and this
is the first time I'm using 1t so [ believe
they did not know that 'was not in the
other car. So, the other policeman was
radioing the ones with me to quickly

take me out from the scene. I believe I
was their target because they knew it
was my convoK.

"I was told that Stanley was insisting
that he must embarrass somebody to-
day, calling my name and saying that he
has made money to fight me. The only
thing I know is that I'm in PDP and they
are in APC. I have reported the issue to
the police. I even called the commission-
er %ﬁolim myself.”

en contacted on the telephone,
Emegaha asked if the reporter saw the
people that were allegedly shot. “Did
you see the people, which hospital is
that?” he queried.

The state police spokesperson, SP
Chris Anyanwu, also said the report
was not on his table. “I have not been
officially informed. [ only got the in-
formation when a journalist called to
ask me if I was aware of the incident.
When told that the victim whose con-
voy was attacked had called the State
Commissioner of Police to inform him,
Anyanwu responded: “If he called the
Commissioner that means the police are
working on it.”

THE HUNTER BECOMING
THEHUNTED

Soon, following the unexpected
behaviours of seme of its personnel,
Ebubeagu started losing its popularity,
as many openly spoke against its re-

ressive tactics. As the people tried to

ght back, some unknown gunmen en-
tered the fray and started hunting them
down, leading to the security network
losing its operatives in droves.

No fewer than 40 of the operatives
have been killed by gunmen across
Ebonyi State in recent times. But the

_ofthearea

’j\

outfit has refused to make public the
tk(;haldng:mulzer of its men that have been
ed by the gunmen apparently to pre-
vent those s:fglllll in serv?ci and e:rhopare
already afraid fol]owing the killings of
the operatives from resignin
The state Commandant of the secu-
rity network, Friday Nnanna Ujor, told
Saturday Telegraph that although some
operatives of Ebubeagu may contem-
plate quitting the job, resigning from the
service was not the best option as they
will be more exposed to danger. Their
enemies, he said, could easily kill them
because they are no longer protected.
He said: “Some operatives may like
to resign but from the orientation we
have given to them, you don't go back
because as security personnel, immedi-
ately you have to come out and start the
job, i you go back, that’s when you will
ct more enemies because those people
that are after you will now know that
you no longer have the security power
and they will come after you.”
According to Ujor, though the rea-
sons for killing the personnel remain
unknown, it may not be unconnected

with their mode of operation. -
Magnus Iganda, one of the com-
manders_of Eﬁe security outfit, was

killed a few months ago b ﬁunmen -
ein the 5

who stormed his house on a
morning in Ezza North Local Govern-

ment Area of the state. The gunmen

killed Tganda unchallenged and the in-
cident caused fear among the residents _

_Also in Mkpuma-Ekwa-Oku, Ebo-
nyi Local GovernmentArea o the state,
another operative of Ebubeagu, Sunday
Tzhikpa, was killed in his du?ﬂgggt.
The gunmen were not also challenged
during the killing. The same thing hap-
pened inlgweledoha, Amagu, Tkw
cal Governmen 3 of the state, where
another Ebubeagu man, lfeanyi Orogbo,~
_was murdered and partially
is attackers.

The incident
ight, took p
owned by

nity. The deceased is said to beé one of
the commanders of the security outfit.

@ Another was killed and his head cut off

by his assailants. Joseph Nwanja w
afso killed in

é 7_&Evcm er by gunmen
_in Okposi communi apzara
Government Area. The gunmen came
th:

rough Ugwulangwu axis and Killed d Killed

Nwanja ung :
ESTABLISHMENT OF
EBUBEAGU
B e

region were living in fear and were
sleeping with their two eyes opened
owing to killings, kidnapping, raping,
armed robbery, maiming and destruc-
tions of means of livelihood by gunmen,
hoodlums and herdsmen.

This prompted the South-East gover-
nors, who met in Enugu and agreed that
ajoint security network must be formed
to complement the efforts of security
agents in the zone to tackle the menace.

The name the security network will
bear and logistics required for the secu-
rity network became an issue and the
security network could not be formed
immediately. Six months later, the Gov-
ernors took a stand and named the se-
cut;i? network EbubeaFu‘

owever, it was only Ebonyi State
that took the issue seriously and estab-
lished the security network. The state
Assembly didn’t waste time by approv-
ing the security network, VL’¥1iC was
Bnom tly signed into law by Governor
ave Umahi. Thus, Ebubeagu became
operational in the state and the people
heaved a sigh of relief as the opera-
tives swung into action and returned
normalcy to the state in collaboration
with other security agents, who were
hitherto overwhelmed by the insecurity
in the land.

But, since the establishment of
Ebubeagu, the outfit has been in the
news mostly for the wrong veasons.
The operatives are often accused of
one atrocity or the other, including kill-
ings, and maiming of citizens they were
meant to protect.




