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But since this year evil has con-
tinue to thrive in the area with kid-
nappings, killings and rapes being
carried out by evil men who are now
having field day in the area.
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community She was found alonga =~ Policespol Chris Anyanwu con-
bush part between Aghebor Isuand Henoted that the lady’s

firmed the incident. He
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Panic

The incident caused panic in the
area and its environs. The residents
alleged that herdsmen perpetrated
theact.

But the state government has de-
nied allegations that herdsmen were
involved in the killing of the young

lady

Pictures of the slain lady flooded
the social media with unconfirmed
allegations that herdsmen were re-
sponsible for her murder

In the pictures, the victim was
seen lying lifeless on a pile of fire-
wood with her throat slit.
Noevidence

The state government in a state-
ment by the Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Uchenna Orji said there was

_Stateusedtobeoneof themost  der; the community has not seen anything

imperative tonote that contrary to the claims
circulating in social media that Fulani herd-
ers were responsible for her gruesome nm-

linking her death with the Fulani herdsmen,
moresothereisnoherders' campin thearea.

“The unfortunate incident is the handi-
work of yet to be identified criminals who
attacked and killed the deceased on her way,
through a track road, back from where she
went to process cassava at,

“We have commenced investigation into
the incident. People are alleging that she
was raped because they couldn’t find her
underwear

‘Bmﬂnlyaforensmanalymsmrevealn‘
" he said.

the killing and raping of the young lady

Escaping death

Last month, Prof Okey Reuben Okechuk-
wu, Provost of the newly established Federal
College of Education, Technical, Isu, in the
mmmumtynarmwlyacapedd%ﬁ)“ﬂm
gunmen attacked him.

The incident happened near the boundary
of Isu Onicha Local Government Area and
Agba inIshielu LGA of the state.

Okechukwu was in a Mercedes jeep lead-
ing a convoy of about five vehicles from his
office at the temporary site of the college in
Isu back to Abakaliki, after work, when the
incident happenea.

Also in the car with the provost was the
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the car opened the doors and ran for their
livesasanother bullet hit Shuabu againat
shoulder and he fell down but still man-
aged to crawl away

“The driver who found a track road
met another group who attacked him
with stones and sticks until the sudden
arrival of a team of police men from the
Isu Division of the Nigerian Police, who
rescued and took him to hospital

It was learnt that the second vehicle,
‘was a Tundra van conveying TETFUND
consultants from Abuja who came to
oversee the bid opening at the college, it
reversed and immediately went to the Isu
Police Division to alert the palice.

Police

Following the report, the police
swiftly swung into action and disor-
ganised the assailants.

According to another witness, the
third vehicle in the convoy was a Toyo-
ta Camry conveying some staff of the
college; the car drove very near to the
scene and received a gunshot that blew
off one of the front tires but knocked
down one of the assailants while re-
versing to Isu comimunity

“Before the arrival of the Police
team from Isu and subsequent arrival
of the team from the state command,
Abakaliki, the hoodlums had already
looted and burnt the Mercedes jeep.

“Fortunately the police teams combed
the bushes and rescued the provost, the 1i-
brarianand the police arderdy whilethe oth-
a'mnammﬂnmazpad
the river to Agba Community from where
they were taken back to Abakaliki™
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“Before we knew what was happening we
started to hear gun shots that lasted for some
mimites. After which. they left and three per-
sons were found dead. including the owner of
the hotel” he explained

The state’s Police Public Relafions Officer,
Chris Anyanwi, a Superintendent of Police.
confirmed the incident

“Yes, the Commend has heard about the in-
ckjel]ttﬂxtweba\encxgoﬁzslﬂmeﬁaﬂdﬁmﬂcf
what really happened.” Anyanwu stated.

Eaﬂ}erm&lemnﬂ]cfl\mmestatepdm
command Tactical Operation Tearns, the mil
tary and DSS embarked on an operation which
ledmmek[[lmgcfﬂueegmmmﬂ)eam

by the gunmen during a shootout with the se-
curity agents.

Bishop's response
Anglican Bishopaf Afikpo Diocese, Ebonyi
State Rex Paul Udogu, has condemned the kil
Ings and kidnappings in Onicha Isuw.
UdOgusaIdﬂzedxmdl\xasm)rnedabom
the recent assassination and spilling of inno-
cent blood in Isu commumity
Udogu spoke at the church’s Cathedral,
;ﬁﬂ}?‘;&s;g@%bwlgmmtm
at the 6th
T e during his charge syned
Henoted that thetraditional rulerof thelsu
commumity in the state, HRH Ambrose Ogbu,

no evidence sofar to link the murder sl
to herdsmen adding that there isno  College Librarian, Lawal Shuaibu, a police These terrible incidents happened x\as}udnappedsmnmﬂsagamﬁhasmbem
herdsmen residing in the area. orderly twoaides to the provost and the driver while the Isu community was still look-  released tl today
He said the victim is believedto ~ Eye witnesses narrated that the incident ingfor itstraditional ruler, HRH, Ambrose He disclosed that the President General of
have been attacked led by criminal  occurred when the convoy was movingon the Ogbu who was kidnapped over seven  the community, Palace Secretary aof the comr
elements inthe areawhileshewasre-  Agba Bridge, where sand sacks were used to monthsagoandhasnotbeenseentilltoday  munity and some other praminent members
turning from aneighbouring village. hlock the road. Nobody knows the Traditional Ruler’s cimemrmnmuwhaveallbmassassmamd
He said: “Our attention has been A unarmed man sprang out, wav- whereabouts. Many believed that he may “The people of Isu live in serious fear as
drawn toatrending socialmediapost  ing down the car, while suddenly a group of have been killed by hisabductors. many people have migrated to safe areas No-
over a yotng girl found dead ma vil- - armed men trooped out from nearby The community also lost its President  body can say exactty what is
lage in Onicha Local Government atthecar General, Palace Secretary and someother *“We call upon the Dave Umzhided Ebonyi
Areaof Ebonyi State and the impres- _“As the driver attempted to reverse, they prominent members as they wereassas  State Government to use her istruments of
sions created over the circumstances ) opened fire on the provost’s car sinated by unknown persons. power to discover the remote and immediate
of her death. and thecar swerved info the bush, but the first @W ttacked a causes of the Isu trouhle and proffer solution
“While the state government con-  gunshothit thelibrarian, Shuabuatthe back to the problem. We also appeal to the perpetr®
demns the ugly incidentasunaccept-* of his neck, while the second wounded the MM torsof thisact to lay down their armsand use
able bruta] murder of an innocent  driver on the forehead. dla]ogll&toresolvew}memrmepmb]an is’
citizen by heartless criminals, itis ~ “While inside the bush, the oocupants of m_mdt_ldﬂ.ﬂenm_&mm. Udogusaid




