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How political crisis led to death of pregnant

woman, raizing of

Ayobami Aéhoula )
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ugust 5, 2022 was a
“black Triday T Ede,

overnor-elect,
Senator Ademola} Adelek

abricklayerAbid
popularly known as ‘Kura

Olalekan, were killed_while two

The crisis, which started on
Friday, August 5, with just a mere
quarrel among members of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
at Ward 1, Oloba Atapara, Ede,
Ede North Local Government of
the State of Osun, later degener-
ated to a full flown catastrophe
which claimed two lives and los
f property.

It was learnt that one CSP Omoy-
ele, who reportedly has been pen-
cilled down to be the Chief Security
Officer (CSO)to the Governor-elect,
Ademola Adeleke, led a team of po-
lice officers to the operation that
eventually led to the killing of two
persons belonging to the same fam-
ily.

While one of the deceased was a
supporter of the APC, other mem-
bers of the bereaved family are
strong members of the PDP in Ede-
North.

New Telegraph gathered that the
incident started on Friday evening
after a fracas ensued between mem-
bers of the party ata Ward meeting
held in the town.

It was reported that one Mr. Ola-
lekan Abideen and Mrs Kafayat
Olalekan were gruesomely killed
the same day over the crisis.

One of the victims of the crisis,
Kafayat Olalekan, anursing mother,
who was said to be carrying a four
months old pregnancy before she
met her untimely death, was shot
dead by unknown persons around
10pm at Atapa area of Ede,

Her daughter, Azeenat, was re-
portedly removed from her back and
put on her lifeless body after being
shot on her breast.

Both Abideen Olalekan and Ka-
fayat Olalekan are from the same
house and the same family,

It was, however, gathered that the
deceased was shot when he asked
why the policemen wanted to arrest
his younger sister; Rukayat Olasoji,
the caretaker Women Leader of
Ward 1, Oloba Atapara.

Narrating their ordeals in tears,
the younger sister of the deceased,
Mrs. Rukayat Olalekan Olasoji al-
leged that the PDP’s lawmaker and
CSP Omoyele as masterminds of
the unfortunate killings.

Mrs Olalekan, who claimed to be
a die-hard member of the PDP in
firde-North, affirmed that apart from

“and 4@ pregnant woman, Kafayat |

Ibrahim Tunde, who is a supporter of the
APC, every other member of the family es-
pecially her mother and siblings are PDP
loyalists.

“Thewhole thing started when we had an
argument at our Ward meeting last Friday
over the left over money that was supposed
tobegiven to each polling unit in form of ap-
preciation to the PDP members that worked
for the victory of the party in the last gover-
norship election.

“We were asked to collect N250, 000 each
from a lawmaker (name withheld) but we
were told that the lawmaker said he had
spent the money. This generated mixed re-
actions to the extent that everybody in the
meeting angrily departed.

“After that, we were invited by the party’s
elders to forget about it which we obliged.
But at the meeting, there was a young guy
that insulted our mummy which we rebuked
and later, a team of officers came from the
Divisional Headquarters to intervene and
the matter was settled amicably.

Police involvement

“But 30 minutes later, a team of police of:
ficers accompanied by alawmaker: stormed
our compound and started shooting sporadi-
cally into theair inabid to arrest. They later
asked me to follow them to the station, an
order that I obliged immediately. But for-
tunately, my brother, Mr Olalekan Abideen
who was later shot and killed was just
returning from work, and he blocked the
front that they must explain why I needed
to follow them, but in the process, one of
the officers shot at him and he fell down im-
mediately and was taken away.

“The incident instigated many people
around and they started reacting as many
scampered for safety. But not quite long af-
ter my brother’s corpse was taken away, I
went to the Police Divisional Headquarters
to formally report the incident.

‘Twas in the police station when the same
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One of the burnt houses. Inset: A younger brother of the @Epeiaseq_qﬂhjriggkayat Olalekan Olasoji, elder sister of the deceased
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to inform us that hisfather’s house had been
set ablaze and that we were the ones respon-
sible for it.

“He (lawmaker) said to my face that he
cameback tokillme and if not that he didn’t
bring his gun along, he would have killed
me personally too but this was prevented
by the police officers from the Divisional
Headquarters in Ede who explained to him
that since I have been with them, I didn’t
leave and there was no way I would have
perpetrated such as alleged.

“The deceased, Mrs Kafayat Olalekan
who backed her kid was shot on the chest
but the military personnel who were pass-
ingby at that time rescued the baby and took
her to the police station where we later re-
covered the kid,” she added.

Lawmaker's alleged threat

Fielding questions from journalists, a
younger brother to the deceased whose wife
wasequally shot and killed accused the law-
maker and police officer of masterminding
the fierce operation that led to the death of
her wife and elder brother

According to him, the lawmaker had on
several occasions threatened to harm his
late brother for being loyal to the ruling
party forgetting that his mother and siblings
worked and still working for the PDP

“I know this was premeditated to elimi-
nate our family T know those that perpetrat-
ed thekillingsand Tknow why they are after
our family, particularly my humble self,”
Tunde Olalekan added.

Expressing her ordeal, the elder sister
of the deceased, Mrs Yetunde Olalekan ap-
pealed to the state government and other
concerned authorities to come to the aid of
the family saying “no one is safe anymore”.

... denies involvement

But Babajide Kofoworola Adewumi, the
lawmaker in question, denied all the allega-
tions, saying that he was not involved inth

~killingsand destruction of property.. -

In an interview with newsmen on Tues-
day, Adewumi accused the state government
of “selective sympathy and bias’ in its reac-
tion to the crisis.

The Minority Leader said: “On Friday
August 5, 2022, around 6pm, I went to my
party’s meeting at Ward 1, Oloba Atapara,
Ede North Local Government. I met the
Ward Secretary of the party quarreling with
one woman. I calmed both parties down but
the situation degenerated to the point where
members were pelting sachet water at one
another: I'was pelted as well but Tmaintained
my calmness.

“On my way, I stopped at the PDP secre-
tariat at Oke Areago and held a discussion
with some party members there for like 10
minutes. I thereafter left for Osogbo. I had
not gotten to Osogbo when I received a call
that some policemen had killed somebody
in Ede.

“T had not gotten to Ede when I heard
that my parents’ house at Iso-Isu had been
torched. Iwas worried and halted my move-

ment to Ede. I called some policemen to join

meand we both headed tomy parents’ house.

“I am not t_hs_a one that brought police-
men to the meeting or where they shot the
deceased. I did not know anything about it "

Tactical squad

Osun State Commissioner of Police, CP
plawalg Olokgde‘ Augusts, 2022 ordered the
Immediate disbandment of CP’s Surveil-
lance Squad.

Thedissolution is co
complaints of unprofessional conduct exhib-
ited by the personrel of the squad.

The Police Public Relations Officer, Osun
Command
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