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behind started shooting and Second
Rainbow bus stop being a busy place, where people
board buses to their various destination, it was in the
process that stray bullets from the policemen hit one
Toba who was operating Point of Sales (POS), close
to the Expressway

Eyewitnesses insist R is taskforce

Hesaid: "How can they dlaim it was not them who
killed the innocent man, it was when the policemen
attempted to impound bikes from us, but we resisted
them, that was what prompted the policemen tostart
shooting sporadically apparently to disperse us and
move our bikes and we were over 100 at the bus stop.
Majority of us are from Michika in Adamawa State,
but we have few from other northern part of the

country

"It was war in the North that forced us into riding
bikes in Lagos and we see Lagos as our second home,
if we are chased away from here we have no other
place to go, because even the East is also not secure,
weare law abiding citizens of Nigeria, Lagos govern-
ment should have mercy on us, we don't want to die

Thl late Toba

.. Okada Ban: How Taskforce's stray
< bullets allegedly killed POS operator

®W're not respon5|ble for the shootmg, says taskforce

of hunger When peace returns to the North we are When our correspandent visited the victim's
going to return. house at [jesha, it was gathered that his mother Taskforce denies any wrongdoing
“What most people don't understand about us is  had been taken to another family members' However, the Lagos State Taskforce has denied
thatthose of us who work at the Second Rainbowbus  houseat Ikotun. But some residents condemned their involvement inashootout at Second Rainbow
stop have each other contactsand we knoweachother,  the act of the operatives of the taskforce who Bus Stop in Amuwo Odofin during an enforcement
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nising such a person. These are policemen who is mother and hissiblings through .
tocome to the bus stopon daily basis tocollect money  work he was doing. ; 2 WGWAMMD%M
from us. The money is called "Security Money”. Alot Oneof the victim's neighbours who gave his t‘hnmtsaﬂmun lmdmemmcsl);:a
of ussustained injuries in the process andevensome  -nameas Ayeni, said it was unfortunate that stray T wmmmun h mm
people who were standing at the bus stop were not bullet hit the innocent boy who was struggling mmmyedmmmﬁmh e is
to survive. . operation
The gunshots from thetaskiorceofficialswassaid ~ He said it was the deceased, his siblings and m;‘?ﬁgﬁn&wmh
bheundlmmheusmsmhudy ‘mother that are living together “Majority of us “Activities of the Lagos State Taskforce are car-
took to their heels to avoid further disaster Motorists  were not at home when the incident occurred, ried out with the highest degree of civility and
shandoned their vehicles and fled for safety same with it was when we returned at night I got to know caution, because weare dealing with human lves
roadside traders who also abandoned their wares at  that such magnitudeof incident occurred. Itwas - CP Ablodun Alabi in our operations. We have been o Second R
hm&umﬂmwm e Gheus atamathemereof e et W%;W
alised the magnitudeaf their action, soene "Thedeceased wasa graduate, it was because “If Lagos State doesn't want us on the road any injuries, talk more Wasno
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2 multi-coloured shirt on black and white pantsand  4oing well Ikmew it was at Second Rainbow Bus We dont have another means of taking care of is completely false.
bag stripped to his back wasstill lying in the pool of gy where he works, because of the traffic of ourselves and those who defend on us. The boy “Ttis better to let 20 guilty trafic offenderses-
his blood, with sympathisers clusteringaround hil.  pepie plying that area. It was unfortunate that that was killed I knew cape than let one innocent individual lose his life
Meamwhile, armed policemen were seenstationed [ cemen who went to impound motorcydes !ﬂmﬁmhmbl{:mﬂlz‘m and thatis how weoperate The Chairmanalways
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youths from invading another family member’s houseat lkotun. Idon't infinite mercy molethep-us cumpliance Operators
know how the old woman willfeel now? It was a of the victim While, | was tryingtospeed up, m?mh;:g“m"“ébm“*
= . was barmiess things
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fied himself as John said, in 2018 seven of their "Alot ol my colleagues sustained varying de- mm'mhmmm;mmhﬁgmumm
members were killed aItre by policemen from greesal injuries when they were tryingtoescape  up member o the Agency
TAIWO JIMOH tire Police Station. from the scene with their bikes. Unfortunately the *The stray bullet might have come from
"The parsecution we are facing in Lagos taskforce officials went away with three truck- ; pour Other
COORDINATOR M. oy by s o bikes o their office Fine, it s ruethat - 2P s (0t Lagos Sate Taskiore)
pmohteeTS@gmall com itianotthet weakare bed, bt ame i ban on bike in Lagos where we operate, we are s after we had left. Jejeloye
07084530827 Among s, v not on the road. We operate on the other sideof  Promised tocarry on with his operations toensure
of us it issurvival that forced us tocome to Lagos the road o avoid gridlock, we dont operate on  that the state remains safe, clean and habitable
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