SATURDAY TELEGRAPH
23 APRIL 2022

| communities under siege - LG chair

[6 4

[

] W R N Y D s SO e T e

N M AP 1 W W e
SO S—

ey

Suspected herdsmen invade Benue
village, kill 11 farmers, children
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_government told Saturday

to__be.

two childreiz:ﬁ, addin% that
hordes of
gruesomely killed by the st(i)lrl rg?s;)mg_ R ESCESE AT
militants. According to him:
Sources from the local = "When I heard about the
urday  attack, I quickly alerted
Telegraph that the terror-""t;50ps of the Operation
ists who were armed with ™~ Whirl-Stroke (OPWS) and

Jato Aka is the home-
stead of Second Republic
Minister of Power and
Steel and ex-Chairman of
the Northern Elders Forum
(NEF), Wantaregh Paul Iy-
orpuu Unongo.

A family of five, includ-
ing a one and half-year-old
and three-year-old chil-
dren, were among those

sophisticated weapons,  the Nigeria Security and

i ook the victims, whowere _ Cjvil Défence Corps (NSC-

| Thursday made an incur- QL _on their farms, DC)who swiftly moved to

sion into Waya, a commu- due resumption of  the scene, but when the

| nity atJato Aka in Kwande 7 maraisﬂa eds‘i*e&?; Fulani tertr}?rists saw them

Lol ot s o S el i, dbandoned
3 ings. known destinations.

—eleven people—— A witness from the area,

Chai

Mr. Lawrence Ali}tirigﬁil, overarﬁnpglrlstonh?é;h e]})(;c?é
told our reporter that the  Tartor Chianson, also con-
herdsmen_invaded the  firmed the attack and kill-
now deserted co

mmunity, = jneg.
vy‘gg%s_trmght to the farms__ gChiamson said corpses
and “were killing people— of those murdered were
silently from one deposited in the morgue
the-other™ in an unnamed hospital in

Akeriéba confirmed
the wiping out of a fam-
ily of five including their

Jato Aka. _
"They were working
on their respective tarms

when the herdsmen struck
and killed them at different
farm sites. The killings took
place in Waya, a communi-
ty in Jato Aka, near Anwase
in Kwande Local Govern-

ment Area".

She noted that the lo-
cal government has never
witnessed peace since the
beginning of this year,
disclosing that at least 50
people had been killed be-
tween January and April
by the attackers whose
aim she maintained; "is to
forcefully take over therich
fertile land of the IEeople".

According to her, over
five communities in Turan
area, including Mbadura,
Kumakwagh, ?aav, Moon
and Mbaikyor are now un-

der siege as a result of the
herderg’ attacks as inhab-
itants of those settlements
have since fled to Jato Aka
where they are currently

taking refuge.
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