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The State Police Commissioner,
CP Echeng Echeng said this while

parading ninesuspected criminals

for their involvement in therecent
crimes committed in various
of the state. h

/ The commissioner identified
{ the suspects-as: Anthony Obanye
44vears, Udalor Egwuatu Nnalue

' 42yrs, Nonso Ezechukwu 20years,
~ Philomena Onyekwe ‘F 27years

' 48years, Godwin Ezechukwu /

him to Anthony a native doctor.
The said Anthony had also con-
fessed to have taken the decease
on some spiritual cleansing and
administered on him some herbs
before he died. It was Anthony
who allegedly told the family of
the deceased that the cause of his
death was as a result of the wife’s
infidelity,

Addressing journalists in
Awka, the Commissioner claimed
that the Police had evolved a more

ragma’ac approach to new secu-
rity threats in the state.

In his press briefing, the Com-
missioner stated in parts, "Many
of youareawareof the menace of
cultism in the state particularly in
Awkaand environs. You will recall
that on December 14, 2021, cultists
attacked the Chairmanof Tricycle
Owners Association in broad day,
light near Unizik junction and
killed him. Two Police Officerswho
werein thevicinity werealsokilled
and their weapons, two AK 47rifles
carted away

"Thesamegangon February 26,
2022 attacked afuneral party atEb-
enebe in Awka North LGA, killing
several mourners. These serious
incidentsbecameachallenge tothe
command and we had to go extra

rmle in intelligence gathering and
discreet investigation. Following
thisdevelopment several members
of the gang were arrested by vigi-
lance group and paolice operatives
working in synergy with impor-
tant stakeholders in the security”

The commissioner also ex-
plained that the Police command
have taken note of the grievous
jungle justice, in the trending
video of the clash between the
cultists and alocal vigilance group.
“We condemn the barbaric act. In-
vestigation will unravel identities
of perpetrators and they will be
brought to justice.”

But contrary to police claim,
there was another mayhem in the
state capital on Tuesday; asanother
gangof suspected cultistlaunched

Aquleri widow: Police arrest, parade
7 in Awka, 9 others, recover arms

attack on Unizik vigilance groupat
miracle junction, Ifite, Awka.

However, the operativesand the
Police over powered the cultists
as they mobilised to lay ambush
for the gang as they fled from the
scene.

Theeffort paid off and theteam
were able to demobilise the gang,
recovering a cache of weapons
which includes two AK47 rifle,
three pump actions guns, three
locally made berretta pistols, one
locally made chief recover pistol,
nine Ak-47 magazine, two battle
axes, assorted ammunition forthe
firearms and a Mercedes Benz V-
Booth reg. No Lagos HC 661 AAA
with which the gang was operat:
ing.




