OI Loronyo, the state and the Fed- willing, these ugly incidents will ]

15 persons rescued, one dead as

building collapses in Lagos

Aleaes -

The collapsed building

... ASBCA pulls down entire structure

St Y Muritala Ayinlé
@) . tleast 15 persons have been

rescued with one person
_A.confirmed dead after a
2-storey building collapsed in the
“Haruna area of Ikorodu in Lagos

for treatment.
Confirming the incident, the
Director-General, Lagos State
~ Emergency Management Agency
(LASEMA), Dr Femi Oke-Osany-
intolu , said 15 persons have been
rescued alive with one fatality.

Though the tragic incident oc-

He added that a combined team
of responders, LASBCA and La-

__clrredat97, LagosRoad, Haruna, 805 Fire Service have finally

_TkorodiT; LAgos, aé about 10pm, _
it was learnt that the emergency

agencies couldn’t do much to res-
cue trapped victims due to non-
availability of rescue equipment
as at the time it occurred.

As at the time of filing this re-
port, it could not be ascertained
the number of personslostor still
trapped under the collapsed build-
ing, it was learnt that only two
persons, a male and a female are
confirmed injured and had been
taken to Ikorodu General Hospital

p down the entire structure.
Speaking on the incident, the
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency’s spokesperson, Mr
Ibrahim Farinloye said that the
emergency responders couldn’t
do much due to some challenges,
but added that the agency could
only confirm 3 injured persons.
Farinloye said: “Immediately
the incidence occurred, the local
residence within the area mo-
bilised themselves to carry out
initial rescue activities. Though,
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fire service and Police responded |
but unable to do much due to un- |
availability of equipment tolift the |
rumble on the suspected location |
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of the trapped victims. b

It wasreported that the illfated [
building had been abandoned and |
owner had asked the occupants to |

leave, but those therearesaidtobe | .

staying there without the consent
of the owner.
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He added that two people were

rescued while three are

to be missing and trapped pres.

ently. |

LABSCA, NEMA, Police DMU |
and LASEMA are already search- |
ing for the trapped victims.

Meanwhile, following the tragic |
incident, the Lagos State Building |
Control Agency (LASBCA), hasbe- |
gun intense monitoring of struc- |
tures in the area with a view to |
evicting occupants of such struc-
tures before it collapsed.

The General Manager of the
agency, Gbolahan OKi, an archi-
tect, decried occupants’ disobedi-
ence to eviction arder; saying when
the agency warned them to vacate
adistressed building to avert disas-
ter; many of them would ignore.

He said: “In the last few weeks,

buildings have been remow
in Lagos State to avert collapse
These buildings had earlier been
identified and published in Na-
tional dailies. Issues of collapse |
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a total number of 45 dis 'g

have also been reduced due to our L |
pro-activeness in identifying and |_.

removing such.”




