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Suspect: Why we killed businessman after collecting ransom

Juliana Francis

involvement in the abduc-
tion of a Reverend Father,
Tony Bawa and five others.

ong the five others
lddnapPngyAbduﬂalﬁ and
Usman's gang was Chinedu,
abusinessman. According to
the police, the suspects are
ﬁaag of a five-man gang that

been terrorising some |'

northern parts of the country.
Pmﬂ\e tly, three members of
are at e.
(%:g%f the slismlgects, Ab-
dullahi, a farmer, said that
he was into cattle rustlin
before he joined the I;ihl-
napping gang. Abdullahi,
w. Pg)is ;gng = with three
%ﬂdren, ?aid that hg: joinegl
e gang last year, describ-
ing Eimsel.f as an orphan.

said: “M has
i
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sinceljoined. Our leaderusu- _Kurumikari, all in Kaduna_|[-his family paid N500, 000.

_ ally carries out surveillance " State. W, |- Affer they paid the ransom,
: kid-  of ‘an area and before 7~ “One of the suspects we we,_killeg_ im_because he
A —=alisu ™ the attack. Most of our tar- | kidnapped and later killed || fought with one of our mem-
_Abdullahi, 28 and _ gets are usually prominent | was Chinedu, a business- \_bers. Ourleader ordered that
_Babangida Usman, people. After our leader has | man. Our gang leader gave | <we should killhim.”
have—revealesl—w_ hy they  gathered enough intelligence | usinformationabout himbe-| -~ >Abdullahi further ex-
shot dead-a businessman on victims, he would then in- | “cause he resides in the same| plained: “The second
. after his family had paid form us. We have kidnapped | “community with him. He{ ~was also called Chinedu, a
ransom for his release. people from Kushemakaran- | was kidnapped in his apart-| ~trader. He was riding his mo-
‘The suspects were i iflri i, {~ment. Chinedu Epentgmee ~torcycle to Kagarul%o when
busted by atives of Nasarawa Express Road and- ;ﬁay‘s“if*n‘@ﬁféﬁét‘éd?ﬁeforé ourﬁ:aader called and gave us
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sponse Team for their / -
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-R - Lagos State Lands Bureau Permanent Secretary, Mr Bode Agoro ; CEQ Oretol Nig Ltd , Adewale
Oladapo ; Elegushi of Ikate land , Oba Saheed Elegushi, Group CEO of Nedcomoaks/ Founder Victoria
Crest Homes Dr. Kennedy Okonkwo and Chairman, Real Estate Developers Association of Nigeria Mr
Bamidele Onalaja at the launch of Citadel Views Estate , Sangotedo , Lekki Epe Expressway.

direction on where to locate
him. We abducted and took
him into the bush. We collect-
ed N700, 000 ransom from
him. I don’t know the name
of the third victim, but we also
?r%mhlm f/(\}nlqdnappedas
im too. We ki
him at the market place.
“He sells gi and we
told him we i on

Abdullahi said that his
role in the gang was that
of a “watchman.”

He explained: “I
:}vlatch over our vichms un

ey pay ransom. T have made
NSOg,)a(Il)inaIlﬂ'leOPErarﬁm\s,
and T'used &temosneytoh_ty
drinks and date women. No-
body knew I'was akidnapper
In my community.”
Babangida on the other
hand said that his role in
the gang was to guard kid-
nag‘ped victims, adding that
he had made at least 600,

000 from kidnappmg.

Babangida recounted: “We

don’tkidnap womenbecause
are the ones who run
around to raise the ransom
money, so that their husbands
would be released ”

According to the broth-
ers, they had carried out

several kidnapping oper-
ations. The e_lpdgrrl 1§r0 er,
Abubakar, was first arrest-
ed following an intelligence
report. When the younﬁ:
brother, Awalu, heard hi
brother had been arrested,
he went to the hc:nufse of the
su lice informant,
Teat Abdul, and killed him

Abubakar said: “The first

I kidnapped was Al-

m To getinformation
about him was easy because
we live in the same commu-
nity. He has his own filling sta-
tion. ), Our leader,
whois still atlarge, called him
000. He threatened that if he
didn't ,hewoddbelg;
na Abassbrou,
thcgJ Il:l?cyiey, we collected itand
still kidnapped him.
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