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Again 16 killed, houses razed in Southem Kaduna

®Bandits release 15 Baptist students

and Home Affairs, Samuel Aru-
wan, also said a search and rescue
mission is underway by security
operatives, adding that the state
government will soon come out
with the number of casualties
when the operation is done.

sons were rescued by soldiers
who responded to the distress
call

The state’s Commissioner,
Ministry of Internal Security

dits that kidnapped 121 students
of the Baptist High school in the
suburb of Kaduna metropolis
released 15 of the students on

night.

The Kaduna State Govern-
ment that confirmed the attack
on Saturday night said many
were killed and one person in-
jured in Zangon Kataf Local
Government Area.

Aruwan said: "Many persons
are feared dead, with one person
injured following an aftack by
unidentified persons in Ungwan
Dooh (Mado) village of Zangon
Kataf LGA.

"This was reported to the Ka-
thma State Government by troops

of Operation Safe Haven, who

~responded to distress calls and

mobilized to the area. The assail-

- ants fled on sighting the troops."

He continued: "Nine corpses
have been recovered so far; follow-

sustained gunshot injuriesiand
is receiving treatment in-hospi-
tal. Twohouses were razedin the
attack.
"The troops of OperationSafe
Haven also rescued 12 persons
who werefleeing from the attack-
ers. Troops are still carrying out
searchand rescue gperations, and
will make public the exact num-
ber of casualties”.

Acting Governor Dr Hadiza
Balarabe received the reports
with sadness, and "condemned
the recent spate of devastating
attacks in the area”.

She prayed for the repose of
the souls of the deceased, and
sent condolences to their families.

The Acting Governor wished the
injured resident a quick recovery,

Hayab said the students were
released on Saturday night by the

and urged security agencies to bandits, but did not say if a fresh

sustain diligent investigations
into the attack.

"Troops are working in the
area and the public will be up-

. dated on further developments."
ing a search of the village;One * == Meanwhile, the Chairman,
resident, Magdalene Dangoma;.
iesand - Christian Association of Nige-

Kaduna State chapter of the

ria (CAN), Joseph Hayab, has
confirmed therelease of 15out of
the remaining 80 students of the
Baptist High School in Kaduna.

ransom was paid apart from the
previous one.

Tt would be recalled that ban-
dits on July 5, 2021, invaded the
school located some kilometres
away from Kaduna metropolis
near Maraban Ridoarea, Chikun
Local Government Area.

Hayab said 65 of the students
are still in captivity, adding that
there would be no reunion cer-
emony for the freed students as

their parents had been asked to
pick them up and go home.

The bandits had said that the
students would be released in
batches when they freed the first
batch of 28 on July 25, 2021, after
they allegedly collected aransom
of N100 million.

After the release of the 28 stu-
dents in July the CAN Chairman
recently told New Telegraph that
the bandits were still demand-
ing another N100 million for
the release of the remaining 80
students.

| Emmanuel feanyiand
| Olufemi Adediran

bia State Governor; Dr
Okezie Ikpeazu, has
ispatched a team from

the state to the University of
Jos (UNIJOS) in Plateau State,
to evacuate about 200 students
of Abia origin attending the
university

This is coming on the heels
of a similar move by the Ogun

K

Stafe government to also evacu-
ate their stranded indigenes
from the school following the
killings in Plateau State.
Chief John Okiyi Kalu,
Commissioner for Informa-
tion, Abia State said the gover-
nor decided on the evacuation
following the recent violence

Plateau killings: Abia, Ogun move
to evacuate students from UNLIOS

eyemi told journalists in Abeo-
kuta yesterday that Governor
Dapo Abiodun had ordered the
evacuation of students who
are indigenes of Ogun State
from Jos.

According to Adeyemi, the
State had provided five buses
and security escorts for the
stranded students to guarantee



