() 2 policemen feared killed

INEWD
in Imo as

gunmen attack station
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Owerri

HE Njaba Divi-

sional Police Head-

men.

The vided clips posted in
some social media platform

showed the burnt police

building.

~quarters focated at___An indigene of the com-

Unuaka of Njaba munity who pleaded not to

Local Government

be identified confirmed the

Area of Imo State has been

incident to Sunday Tribune

burnt down by some gun- —in Owerri on Saturday.
~ _men, who attacked the area ~ He said the entire commu-

~_on Friday night. gl

nity was turned into a war

During the attack two po- _zone following the magni-

_lice officers of the station—tude of the shootings.

were allegedly killed, with

“the neighbourhood witness-
ing heavy sporadic shoot-
negs. .-

Sunday Tribune also gath-
ered that a male corpse with
a severed head and one leg

“was discovered dumped in
the community by persons
suspected to be the gun-

When contacted the Po-
lice Command Public Rela-
tions Officer, CSP Michael
Abatham, denied the inci-
dent and the killing of two
police officers.

However, the Operational

" Restore Peace team of

the Imo State Police Com-
mand said it had -repelled

an armed bandits attack at
Njaba town.

The state Commissioner
of Police, CP Abutu Yaro, dis-
closed this through a state-
ment issued by Abatham.

He said that the convoy of
the bandits was moving to-
wards Njaba town to launch
an attack but was inter-
cepted by Operation Restore
Peace team of the Nigeria
Police, Imo State Command.

The CP said that during a
shootout which ensued im-
mediately, one of the ban-
dits’ operational vehicles
was demobilised and two of
them neutralised, while the

remaining ones scampered -

into the bush.

According to the CP, one
AK 47 rifle with ten rounds
of live ammunition and a

locally made double barrel
pistol with two expended
cartridges were recovered.
The Police boss said that
the team detonated an Im-
provised Explosive Devices
(IED) into the parking lots of
a nearby Njaba Police Sta-

tion causing minimal dam- |

age.

Yaro said that cordon and |
pursuant exercise was on go- |
ing, while advising members |
of the public residing in the
area not to panic as the ongo- |
ing Police clearance operation |
was designed to root out vio- |

lent criminals in that axis.

He appealed to the pub-
lic to avail the Police of in- |
formation of persons seen |
treating bullet wounds or |
hiding within the commu-

nity.
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burnt by yet to be identified __Two Police officers report-
assallanits.————— edly lost their lives in the attack

The heavily armed attack- " whileanother yet-to-be-identi-
ers also torched the residen-  fied victim believed tobe a G-
tial quarters of the policemen  vilian was killed, decapitated
working at the division de-__and dumped at Okwudor
stroying it completely. junction in the same Njaba

LGA. Okwudor junction is
about 10 minutes drive from
the burnt Police division.
Residents of Umuaka and
QOkwudor lamented non-
stop shooting in the areas all
through Friday night thereby

subjecting them to a sleep-
less night dominated by the
reports of heavy gunfire by
the unknown assailants.

It was also observed that
no fewer than five Police
patrol vehicles were razed to

Imo: Three feared dead as
unmen burn police station

ashes in the premises of the
Divisional Headquarters at
Umuaka.

A local from the Umuaka
community, who spoke to
our correspondent on con-

dition of anonymity said that
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several members of his com
munity spent a greater par
of the night in the bush fc
fear of being attacked by th

en whose mission as:
the time of the shooting w:
unknown.
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