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Psaid cult members

were responsible
for the Sunday killing
of a 21-year-old stu-
dent of The Polytech-
nic, Ibadan, Akinola
Babatunde, at the
Palms Mall, Ring Road,
Ibadan, Oyo State.

The mall has been
shut down and cor-
doned off by police.

The state Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer
(PPRO), DSP Adewale
Osifeso, denied Mon-
day's report that Baba-
tunde, an ND2 student,
was Kkilled by a police-
man, who shot him

while trying to escape. -

Osifeso said in a
statement that the vic-
tim was killed by cult
members.

The PPRO said po-
licemen were drafted to
the Palms Mall after Ba-
batunde was Kkilled by
suspected cultists who
had escaped before the
arrival of the officers.

According to him,
efforts are on to appre-
hend the perpetrators.

He said: “To set the
record straight, on the
strength of a distress
call received about
2100hrs (9pm) on Sun-
day, 25th of July, 2021
from Palms Mall, Ring
Road, Ibadan, that some
suspected cultists/
hoodlums invaded the
building premises 1n
pursuit of their target
who was shot and later
confirmed dead at the
hospital, in a swift re-

sponse, several police
patrol teams were im-
mediately drafted to the
scene but the perpetra-
tors had escaped before

the teams’ arrival.

“Preliminary investi-
gation reveals through
CCTV footage, crime
scene analysis, resi-
dents and customers
scampering for safety
at the time, that the
shootings were carried
out by hoodlums and
not the police in what
seemed a reprisal for a
cult-related fracas.

“While comprehen-
sive investigation is
ongoing, the command
wishes to refute these
unfounded tales, aimed
at promoting panic, ap-
prehension, and insti-
gating violence against
the police.

“Finally, the com-
mand wishes to assure
the good people of Oyo
State that the security
architecture of the

‘state remains resolute

and fortified daily with
intelligence-driven up-
grades.”
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Zamfara'PoIic'

Ibrahim Sidi Muh'd
GUSAU

amfara State Police Com-

d has dismissed re-

rts by both conventional

and social media (not New Tele-

graph) that 60 passengers were

abducted while returning from

Abujaalong Gusau-Sokotoroad
last week Sunday

This was disclosed in a
statement by the command's

kesman, SP Shehu Moham-
IS‘%, which viewed the report
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