Crime
Missing phone: Bakassi Boys
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AL Chimezie Matthew broke
down and wept s he nar

rated how members of the
Abia State Vigilante Group
Aka Bakassi Boys, allegedly (ortured

_hiSTEYea-old TITST=0m, Procions Mat-
thew: causing him to "vomit his brains”
before he died.

Chimezie urged the Abia State gov-
ernment, human rights society in Aba
and the Nigeria Union of Journalists
(NUD) to help him get justice for the
murder of his son.

Chimezie said Precious would have
been 19 years old on June 2, 2021, The boy
was preparing to sit for the Joint Adimis-
sions and Matriculation Board (JAMB)-
conducted Unified Tertiary Matricula-
tion Examination (UMTE) hoping to gain
admission into the university, when his
life was cut short. The grieving father
explained that the Bakassi Boys arrested

Precious on April 13, 2021 and he died the
Lo Aelandhediedihe

—following day___

Recalling Precious's last moments
Chimezie said: “I went to the police area
command to make a formal report on
the matter. Two policemen were asked
to follow me to the hospital where Pre-
cious was on admission. By the time the
policemen got to the hospital, Precious’
brain was gushing out of his mouth. The
police made a report of attempted mur-
der. After a while, Precious died I had to
call the policemen to tell them Precious

was dead.”

Insisting that his son was tortured to
death by four men who were well known
members of Abia State Vigilante Group
in the community, Chimezie added that
he had been threatened because he de-
manded justice for his son.

He said: “My son was killed by vigi-,
lante group Commander, Mr. David|
Nzeribe, Mt Isaac Njoku aka Isiguzoro,
who is the second in command to Nzeri- |
be, Mr Obinna and Mr. Daniel aka Fear
Womzn. These four men killed my son.
1 want them to face the wrath of the law

“The worst part right now is that the

szme men, who killed my son, are now |

threatening to deal with me if I don't
stop asking for justice. They even went
as far as gathering some chiefs from the
community to come to my house to plead
with me to forget about the death of my
son, that they would help me to bury my
son. They were over 11 in number with
one doctor, telling me that what has hap-
pened has happened. In fact, what they
came to do in my house was to threaten
me. They told me that this place was
Ngwa and since I'm not an indigenous
person of that community; I should just
accept the death of my son and move on.
They told me that it was a better option
for me.

“I was In the village when my wile
called; saying Precious went Lo the of-
fice of Bakassi Boys at Umumgbe, Asa-
Amato community, Osisioma Locil
Government Area, afier a boy accused
him of stealing a phone. When he was
asked what led to such an uccusfltion. le
replied that it happened at a friend's fa-
ther's wake. According to him, they werc
four that went for the wale, including the
boy, Izuchukwu alias Aka Baby. It was
Izuchukwu who said that his phone was
missing. It was in the morning Izuch!.lk-
wu complained that his phone wasmiss-
ing and everyone was searched, but the

Chimezie
Izuchukwu found his way to my house,
and asked my son to escort him to a place
to see a friend. Unknown to Precious, this
Izuchukwu was luring him to the home
of a native doctor.”

Precious would later tell his father
that the place Izuchukwu took him to,
didn’t look like a native doctor’s house.
However, it was when the native doctor
came in with red clothes to cover him
that he discovered that he had been
tricked into the lair of a native doctor.

Chimezie said: “Precious pushed the
native doctor and ran away, while his
workers tried to stop him. Precious
took the motorcycle he came with
and ran. He ran into members of
the Abia State Vigilante Group and
narrated what happened.”

Chimezie recalled that while Pre-
cious was narrating his ordeal to the
Bakassi Boys, Izuchukwu and theoth-
er boys, who wereat the native doctor's
shrine, caught up with them. Precious
quickly fingered them to the Bakassi
Boys. Precious, Izuchukwuandothers
went to the Bakassi Boys' office.

The Bakassi Boys asked Izu-
chukwu to give them N7,000 so they
could find out the person who slole
the phone. Izuchukwu allegedly re-
sponded that he didn't have money,
pleading that they should allow him
to go home, that he would get the
money. Izuchukwu and the other
boys left, leaving only Precious with
the Bakassi Boys.

Chimezle sald: “This was happen:
ing about 1pm. My son was kept (here
until past 6pm. When it was Gpm, (hey
asked him 1o go home and return the
following day He returned the next duy,
but Izuchulowu didn't show up. When It
was Spm, they asled him to go home. The
third day, which was Saturday, he didn't
go because that was the day he usually
goes for church programmes. He was a
drummer and always goes to church to
drum. After a while, Bakassi Boys called
my wife, to whom my son submitied her
number as well as that of my in-law, who
has a church at Uratta, Pastor Esther
Amaechi, in case he was needed."

&6

The father added that his wife in-
formed the vigilantes that Precious had
gone to church. When Precious returnad
home the following day, his mother twold
him that the men called. He dashed of o
their office to know why they were callinz.

“He asked another of his friends. On-
yebuchi Chibueze, to go with him to the
place. Onyebuchi was also at that fateful
wake. Onyebuchi told us that immed:-
ately after they got there, the leader of
the vigilantes asked Precious to enter
their cell.

"The Bakassi men started maltreat-
ing my son because [zuchukwu had
already given them the N7.000 they
requested for: Precious resisted en-
tering the cell, but the Bakassi Com-
mander at Asa-Amato, My David

Itis regrettable Nzeribe, asked his men to force him.
that the My son pleaded with them to call his
f— parents, but they refused, 1 wasnt
wgqlante around when this was happening,
commander but I was already on my way home
has not and T later heard that they called
my wife, but her phone didn't go
appeared to through,” Chimezie said.

make an Chibueze, whoaccompanied P
Y cious to the Bakassi Bovs'office, ex-
comment pl{l‘li::icd th.'}t after the ll'\k(:!l:‘q:i l;l(l;l_\'s
) : called Precious's mumand coukdn't
tothe _pol Ice get heron the phone, they called her
after his men sister; Pastor Esther Amaechi, who
; said she was in Port Harvourt, at-
allegedh! killed tending a programme. She prom

Precious isedd to go to their office later:

He said: “When the pastor did

not show up, Precious asked the
Bakassi Boys to let him go, that he had
not done anything wrong. They got an
noyed, saying he was proving stubborn
They began to beat him. 1 pleaded with
them (o let him go, but they threatened to
deal with me as well. They later put the
two of us in the cellafter beating Precious
mereilessly They tortured him, and then
left us there until past 6pm. We didn't see
their commander, and | started shout-
ing, telling them something was wrong.
But they didn't listen. It was when their
leader came back and noticed that Pre-
cious was almost dead, that they foreed
me to take him back to his parents. They

tortured my son to death -Dad

arranged for 3 matorcycle t
heme, but he was in a lifet
coiniel

Local Govern
The state Palice Pu
ficer (PPRO). 8P Gaodfrey Oy
the palice received the complamt
1 the State Criminal
Investigations and ligence Depart-
ment (SCIID), Umuahia, was ipvestigat-
ing the murder:

He said efforts by police to reach the
Commandes of Bakass! Vigilante, idika,
several times, had fatkad and text mes-
sages sent to hum were not respondad to

The human rights community in Aba
has asked a human rights lawver, Chief
Emperor Ogbonna, to take up the matter
and ensure that justice is done and all the
suspects arrested and triad

He said: *1t is regrettable that the vigi-
lante commander has not appeared to
make any comment to the police after his
men allegedly killed Precious, The police
said theyve sent letters to them, but the
vigilante commander has not replied or
shown presence.

“Last week, 1 wrote a letter to the
vigilante group commander, giving him
five days to produce the alleged killers
to enable the law to look into the matter
However, they've refused to do anything
as if the person that died isn't a human
being. After I've written to them, and
he has refused, that will never truncate
justice. The law must be respected. The
boy they allegedly killed was a Nigerian
citizen and must not die in vain.”

phone was not found on anyone. Later,



