Hoodlums attack police station, INEC offices in Anambra, Enugu

®Flectoral materials, seven vehicles burnt

Okey Maduforo and Ken-
nethOfoma

unmen have burnt seven
vehicles belonging tothe
Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC)

and electoral materials during

It was not clear il the rob-
bery was carried out by the
same gunmen who attacked
the police station and INEC
Headquarters, It was, however,
alleged that it was carried out
by cultists in the area.

* Addressing journalists yes-
terday at the INEC office, the
state Police Commissioner, Mr.

an attack on the commission’s
D headquarters in Awka, Anam-
ra State.

Christopher Owolabi, said the
responseof hismen was 9 per

Government Area where ex-
tensive damage was recorded.
[t was followed by the burning
of the state headqguarters of
the commission on May 17.
Six Hilux vansof the electoral
umpire were destroyed.
Atthe Iheagwa INEC office,
curtains and cushions in one
of the rooms at the LG head-
quarters had already caught
fire when the fire-fighters ar-
rived and stopped the fire.

cer, Mr. Okwudili Ohaa (an en-
gineer), confirmed the report. ‘

He gaid: “There was a | |
fire outhreak at INEC office, |
Thagwa in Igbo-Eze South Lo-
cal Government Area late las{ 4
night (Sunday). N

“We responded promptly. |
The situation is under control |
and we have extinguished the
fire.

“It was only one room that |
was affected by the fire.”

The state REC, Dr. Emeka
Ononamadu, could not be
reached at press time.
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_tleast 12wereKilled when
‘bandits and vigilantes
ashed in Gandi District,

the headquar

al Government Area of Sokoto

Sokoto:Vigilante leader, 11 others
killed in shootout with bandits

e burnt INEC office

Members of the vigilance |
group engaged the banditsina
shootout to avenge their lead-
er's death. '

During the encounter. 11
other people were Killed on
both sides.

The residents blamed vigi-
lantes’ leader’s death on the

State.
— 7 source said over 50 ban-

—Hoodiums also torched o
the INEC oftice at\ThPagwa In * ﬂe said no policeman was
Leboeze South Local GOVern _yeq in the gun battlewiththe [
" In the Anambra State inci- —-hoogl?ni]sb ) did
dent, the police recovered three nﬁ}ﬂ 4 ?f L 10wfet\lf;ar, d not
vehicles and 12 rifles from the Sf:')as a;?es t:élgrol dne%gumnen
- attackers after a shootout. A gtk hjm' Sk
Assecurity operative at the A CoAIetp A, FIEsie
~ [¥EC Headquarters told jour  $20onsareongoingandalithe 8
e e thatt e i o hospitals in Awka and its en- [
e wab arested _Lions e being monitoredfo
e -~ find out if any of the suspects
:x%]d hglplggntile police intheir .o ne to receive medical at-
shgations. ; tention.
B}%ﬁg& ﬁg ,ﬁ;)af%% Also, the Resident Elec- |
?grtnber of hiE arigwas Killed. toral Commissioner _(_REC),
< However. ﬂfere was a pool Mr. Nkwachukwu Orji, told
of blood ineach of the three ve- journalists that the burnt elec-
hicles recovered from the gan toral materials would not affect
The attack, which stagu't e%i the conduct of the November
bt te 230; mw on Sunday gubernatorial election in the
= * state.
g:aué{lif) mﬁexiss of A;‘sr oglli Orji promised that the
JHn ﬁrlslt m&i police B burnt materials woul.d be re-
ig)al{fligsion Stationand burnt the placed befor._e theslection.
charge room Meanwhile, hoodlums, for
' ; the third time in two weeks,

_ The attu:g(li{ on tg;pohce sta- pave burnt INEC offices in dif-
tlfmwas katsha mgg%ﬁ ferent parts of Enugu State.
ploy to attaﬁere e by . A witness said the invaders <
grulzners Wm?falgemra. IS oot the facility on fire about

sg}r;eszt i materials 3350 on Sunday and succeede
wee : ed in burning one of the rooms

Similarly, on Ifite Road
Awka, gunmen attacked
eight hostels where students
of Nnamdi Azikiwe Univer-
sity, Awka, are residing. They
robbed the students, hostel-to-
hostel and room-to-room.

in the office before it was put
off by the Enugu State Fire
Service.

The first incident occurred
at the Orba office of the elec-
toral body in Udenu Local

dits, armed with dangerous
weapons, invaded the village
and killed a leader of vigilance
group, Adamu Kaure, popu-
larly known as “Yan sa kai," at
Tsamiya village while the vic-
tim was working on his farm.

“activities of informers and col-

laborators with bandits in the
avea.

Meanwhile, the state Po-
lice Public Relations Officer
(PPRO), ASP Sanusi Abuba-
kar, said the command had not
received any briefing on the
incident at press time.




